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While the data is compelling, podcasting 
is much more than numbers and graphs. 
Podcasters and their fans forge deep-
seated, fiery connections—connections 
that translate to sold-out live events, 
a loyal, borderline-fanatic following, 
and the creation of highly-engaged 
communities all seldom achieved through 
other media outlets. 

When discussions arise about the 
medium, there seems to be little middle 
ground. Podcasting either puts fire in your 
soul… or it doesn’t. 

My hunch is that you are among the 
former—and you’re reading this because 
of that fire (and thank you for that).

Podcasting puts fire in our souls, too, 
which is why we are committed to creating 
a formidable publication that is both 
scalable and sustainable while serving 
and honoring the industry in the manner 
it deserves. Accomplishing this objective 
requires a collaborative, focused effort. 

To that end, we have assembled a 
powerhouse team of writers, designers, 
marketers, and podcasters. You’ll meet 
the majority of our team members on the 
pages that follow. 

What you won’t find, however, is clarity as 
to WHY we’re investing significant time, 
energy, and resources into launching 
Podcast Magazine. Since this is our 
inaugural issue, I’d like to share our three 
main reasons for doing so now: 

1)  We are passionate about podcasting 
and want to do our part to support its 
growth. 

Podcasting has, we believe, reached 
an important tipping point for either 
attaining critical mass or returning to its 
roots as a compelling tool for hobbyists. 
We are unabashedly committed to 
doing whatever we can to ensure that 
podcasting’s current status reflects 
its embryonic stages rather than the 
maturation of the medium. 

2) We strive to serve podcast FANS, 
taking them ‘Beyond The Microphone’ 
and into the lives of today’s leading 
podcasters and the shows they love. 

While there are several publications that 
do a wonderful job of covering podcasters 
and the industry at large, their focus is not 
on serving listeners. Our goal is to create 
the preeminent lifestyle publication that 
veraciously serves podcast fans while 
exploring the ever-evolving world of its 
culture. 

3)  And perhaps most importantly, we 
are committed to leveling the playing 
field for ALL podcasters. 

As a podcaster since 2009 when we 
launched our first episode of Reinvention 
Radio, and continuing with Beyond 8 
Figures and, soon, Podcast Magazine’s 
podcast, Beyond The Microphone, I have 
witnessed firsthand the challenges of 
being a “mere mortal” without a huge 
platform who is unable to break onto the 
charts simply by “bouncing” existing fans 
and followers toward one’s new podcast. 
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It is with great excitement that 
we bring you our inaugural issue 
of Podcast Magazine! 

Truth be told, when I was initially 
struck with the idea of creating 
a magazine that takes readers 
“Beyond The Microphone”  to 
cover podcasts, podcast culture, 
and the podcasters fans can’t get 
enough of, I was stunned (and 
excited) to find that no such 
publication existed. 

After all, everyone has a podcast 
and more people listen to 
podcasts on a monthly basis than 
every other medium combined, 
right? While, of course, the 
answer to that is “no,” it certainly 

seems to be the general 
perception.

There is no doubt that 
podcasts are “having a 
moment” and seem to 
be everywhere.  

When Will Ferrell 
launched season two 
of his podcast, The 
Ron Burgundy Show, 

he was able to land 
appearances on all three 
major late-night television 

shows (Jimmy Kimmel, Jimmy 
Fallon, and Steven Colbert) on, 
wait for it… the SAME night. 

When Elon Musk appeared on 
The Joe Rogan Experience and 
smoked a joint, people all over 
the world debated his actions… 
and Tesla’s stock plummeted.  

And as Glynn Washington 
(February’s cover feature and the 
host of Snap Judgment, Heaven’s 
Gate, and Spooked) aptly pointed 
out, “Today, more and more 
people self-identify based on the 
podcasts they listen to.” 

While there’s no denying that 
the medium is receiving its fair 
share of attention (and, rightly 
so), podcasting is still very much 
in its infancy. The real growth of 
the medium is yet to come. 

To that end, in this issue, I share 
with you key takeaways from 
my discussion with Andrea De 
Marsi, COO of Voxnest, an audio 
technology company specializing 
in podcasting solutions. We 
examined their in-depth 2019 
State of the Podcast Universe 
report. Their findings may 
surprise you. 

FROM THE EDITOR

STEVE OLSHER, Founder/Editor-in-Chief

Advertisement
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INTERVIEW

GLYNN 
WASHINGTON
The Cult of Personality

Quick … name one of only three people on 
the planet to launch three different shows 
to number one on Apple Podcasts. 

If you just said, “Glynn Washington,” 
you’d be correct. He and his Co-Executive 
Producer and creative partner, Mark 
Ristich, accomplished this rare podcast 
trifecta with Snap Judgment, Spooked, and 
Heaven’s Gate.

250,000,000 downloads later, Glynn is still 
keeping it real. But, if you think he’s raking 
in piles of cash because he’s one of today’s 
leading podcasters, think again.

Part renaissance man, part cult survivor, 
and ALL storyteller, Glynn has an innate 
gift for connecting people of all walks 
of life through the power of auditory 
visuals... and for delivering the highest-
quality productions to his fans.

It is this attention to perfection that 
makes Glynn a true master of the craft. 
It’s also the reason he nearly laughed 
himself out of his chair when asked if 

Know who the other two are? Like CA$H? 
Email us HERE with your answer by February 25. 
We’ll randomly select one person who answers 

correctly and send ‘em $100!
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I want to start by saying that this is not a story.  
It’s a road trip.

—Alice Isn’t Dead

My first experience with podcasts was business 
related. As an entrepreneur since 1998, I was always 
looking for the “next best thing” to promote myself 
and my business.

And then podcasts roared onto the scene…

“Podcasts are it! You can be promoted by Apple on 
iTunes,” they said.

Except… initially, they weren’t.

Back in 2007 (which is when I first tried to host my 
own podcast), it was nearly impossible to get them on 
iTunes. The whole thing became a bit of a train wreck.

T H E  F I C T I O N 
P O D C A S T:

Not What You Think
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LETTER
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

This time of year, the words “thankful” 
and “grateful” become common 
vocabulary. 

After all, it is the month we celebrate 
Thanksgiving here in the states. By 
the time November 1st rolls around, 
the 25 Days of Gratitude posts begin 
to appear on Facebook, and we are 
reminded to tell our loved ones how 
thankful we are for them.

The holidays—the most wonderful time 
of the year—are upon us, like it or not, 
and we get an overall sense of warmth, 
kindness, and joy… seemingly more so 
than throughout the rest of the year. 

Why is that? 

Thankfulness fades; gratitude 
remains.

Think about that for a minute. 

I came across this statement recently, 
and while it made me think, it also 
made perfect sense. There is a 
difference between the two, you know—

KELLY POELKER
Executive Editor, Podcast Magazine®
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blessings—the things to be thankful for. 

This quote from author Melody Beattie 
sums it up very nicely.

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It 
turns what we have into enough and more. 
It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to 
order, and confusion into clarity. It can 
turn a meal into a feast, a house into a 
home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude 
makes sense of our past, brings peace for 
today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.”

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.” 
That’s pretty powerful. 

So why wouldn’t we want to do that for 
ourselves every single day, rather than 
only during certain times of the year?

I’d like to think I practice gratitude all 
year round. Mainly, I do it by regularly 

thankfulness and gratitude. The terms are 
not as interchangeable as one may think; 
they are not synonymous, though you do 
need one to practice the other, and vice 
versa. Let’s explore…

Thankfulness is more of a happy feeling 
in reaction to a current moment—one 
that fades. For example, a stranger holds 
the door open for you, and you return 
a “thank you.” It’s how we were raised, 
right? To be polite and express thanks. 

Thanksgiving, by its very origin, is about 
giving thanks. It began back in 1621 as 
a three-day festival to give thanks for 
the autumn harvest. (By the way, turkey 
was not on the menu. Sadly, neither was 
ham—but I’m glad it is now!)

Practicing being thankful is part of 
having an overall positive attitude. 
I remember my mom always saying 
(more like singing a little ditty) “Attitude, 
attitude—it’s all in your attitude!” when I 
was a teen. Those words will be forever 
engrained in my mind. 

Being thankful, while also being polite to 
others, is a form of practicing gratitude. 

So what is “gratefulness” then? 

Gratefulness is an emotion—a state of 
being that includes a longer-lasting 
feeling of satisfaction. Being grateful 
improves your overall well-being. It’s not 
a fleeting moment.

Living a life of gratitude is a choice, just 
as happiness is a choice. One can choose 
to look for the positive, the good, the 
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“Gratitude makes 
sense of our past, 
brings peace 
for today, and 
creates a vision 
for tomorrow... 
Gratitude unlocks 
the fullness of life.”
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Today, I’d like to express my gratitude 
specific to this magazine: 

•  Thank you to everyone who has 
supported the efforts of Podcast 
Magazine over the years. You are very 
much appreciated, and I’m grateful for 
your recognition of this publication 
and what it’s meant for the podcast 
industry.

•  I’m grateful for our fabulous designer, 
editorial team, and Category Directors, 
past and present, for their time and 
dedication to making this the best 
publication it could be, each and every 
month.

•  Of course, I’d be remiss if I didn’t state 
my sincere gratitude to Steve Olsher.

telling others I appreciate them; looking 
for the positive in every situation; saying 
“thanks”—probably more often than I 
need to; and, throughout the day, taking 
a mental note of the good that has taken 
place, no matter how small it may seem. 
Many times, I actually verbalize my 
thanks out loud. 

Admittedly, I still have room for growth. 
I remain a work in progress in this game 
called “life.” As we all do. 

Like everyone, I have times of sadness. 
Times when things don’t always go as 
planned. I encounter people who rub me 
the wrong way and “put me in a mood.” 
Even through the hard times, though, I 
choose to be happy every day, and I am 
grateful for who and what I have in life.

I encourage you to do the same. Gratitude 
is a practice of mindfulness… one that 
allows us to handle the “not so wonderful 
times of the year” with grace and 
acceptance. I also urge you to become a 
catalyst for change and make the world 
a kinder place by showing others, by 
example, how to be more grateful.

Like those moments of thankfulness, the 
holiday season will fade. I challenge you 
to carve out at least one moment (or more) 
for practicing gratitude every day. Maybe 
you write it in a journal, keep a list, start 
a gratitude jar, or simply acknowledge a 
moment or person you are grateful for 
each morning or evening before bed. 

KELLY POELKER
Executive Editor, Podcast Magazine®

Wishing you a fabulous 
holiday season and a 
lifetime full of happiness 
and gratitude.
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At Podcast Magazine®, 
we believe all podcasters 
retain the right to 
share their viewpoints 
regardless of whether 
such views align with 
our personal beliefs or 
values. 

That’s the beauty of the 
medium. 

It gives anyone and 
everyone the opportunity 
to reach people with their 
message of choice… even if 
that message is considered 
controversial in nature. 

COVER STORY
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Ben Shapiro and 
Jeremy Boreing: 
Opinionated, Noisy, 
and Having a  
Good Time

T H E  D A I LY 
W I R E ’ S 
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The Daily Wire—an American conservative news 
website and media company—does not claim to be 
without bias. 

Founded by writer and filmmaker Jeremy Boreing 
and political conservative commentator Ben 
Shapiro in 2015, the company’s website clearly 
states, “We’re opinionated, we’re noisy, and we’re 
having a good time.” 

Boasting fearlessness in their documentaries, 
entertainment, journalism, commentary, and 
future, they aim to “change the culture one member 
at a time.” 

Jeremy, aka “the god-king” of The Daily Wire, is 
also the host of the popular podcast Daily Wire 
Backstage, featuring Ben Shapiro, Matt Walsh, 
Andrew Klavan, and Michael Knowles.

Ben, a media host, columnist, author, and editor 
emeritus of The Daily Wire, is admittedly the more 
colorful face of the company, as epitomized by one 
of his trademark lines: 

“Facts don’t care about your feelings.”

His podcast, The Ben Shapiro Show, is consistently 
ranked as one of the top five most listened-to shows 
in the world. 

From conception, The Daily Wire’s creators 
intended for the company to offer unique content 
in the right-of-center media landscape… and it 
most certainly does. It has also established itself, 
as of this writing, as the sixth-largest podcast 
publisher in the country.

Jeremy and Ben are no strangers to controversy, and 
not surprisingly, have strong feelings about what 
may be considered the biggest current threat to the 
podcasting medium: censorship. 

November/December 2022   |   PodcastMagazine.com

“We’re 
opinionated, 
we’re noisy, 
and we’re 
having a 
good time.” 
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“One of the great aspects of podcasting, 
or more broadly, the internet, is the 
democratization of broadcasting,” Jeremy 
said. “It allows us all to find an audience 
and take part in the ‘new public square.’ 

“And I think it’s in jeopardy. You see it 
every which way, much more so in the big 
social channels that are quick to censor. 
You see it actively in podcasting relative 
to advertisers. There are campaigns that 
target Ben’s advertisers over something 
he says, or sometimes, over something he 
didn’t even say.”

“We pride ourselves on saying what we 
believe,” Ben added. “There are certain 
principles that we are just not going to 
cave on, even if it means angering or 
losing advertisers. And if you go to war 
with our audience, we have to go to war 
with you. 

“We’re never going to allow an advertiser 
to feel as though they can rip half the 
American public apart while pulling their 
support because they received pressure 
from a couple of people on Twitter. You 
can pull your money anytime, but you 

don’t get to slap the same people you’ve 
made money off of on your way out.”

The relationship between this formidable 
duo began when Jeremy met Ben at a 
Coffee Bean on Ventura Boulevard, which 
he referred to as Ben’s “unofficial office for 
a decade.” It took only one conversation 
for these self-described “lean-forward 
kind of guys” to “launch some harebrained 
scheme,” Jeremy said. “We hit it off right 
out of the gate and started chasing all 
kinds of ideas.” 

They went on to co-found Truth Revolt, 
their first company.

“When we left it, which is the polite 
way of saying they fired my *ss and Ben 
left voluntarily,” Jeremy explained, “we 
needed a way to pay our mortgages.” 

So, they reached out to Caleb Robinson, 
the now co-CEO of The Daily Wire, who 
was at that time representing Farris Wilks. 
Subsequently, Ferris invested $4.7M in 
their vision for “really influencing culture.”

Ben, who was hosting six hours of talk 
radio per day, was also developing a keen 

On set of the commercial shoot 
for Jeremy’s Razors, written by 
and starring Jeremy
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interest in podcasting, recognizing its 
potential as a medium with far fewer 
gatekeepers between them and their 
audience—which they envisioned as 
maybe 5,000-10,000 listeners.

“I don’t think either of us could have 
imagined what’s happened with 
podcasting in general or with The Ben 
Shapiro Show,” Jeremy said, which now 
has an audience of approximately 36 
million monthly listeners.

“The democratization favors authenticity. 
We get to say what we want to say, and 
people can opt in on the basis of whether 
they agree with us, disagree with us, like 
agreeing with us, dislike agreeing with us, 
or like disagreeing with us. They can make 
a personal value choice as to whether or 
not they want to engage with our content. 
There are no gatekeepers. There’s no one 
to tell you ‘No.’ And that’s not just to our 
benefit, but to that of our country.”

The Daily Wire was cashflow positive 14 
months after Farris’s investment. Just six 
years later, they project $200M in topline 
revenue at year end. This is roughly double 
from 2021, which has been the yearly 

trend since the company’s inception. The 
bulk of their revenue is mainly comprised 
of subscriptions to The Daily Wire. 

“The podcast used to be the number-
one source of revenue for the company. 
That changed after Ben appeared at 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., 
which is basically the preeminent pro-
life event of the year in the country, in 
2018. By the time he made it back to LA, 
a million-and-a- half dollars’ worth of our 
advertising partners had walked out the 
door and publicly repudiated us. That 
was a moment that, albeit painful at the 
time, really helped us define the future 
of The Daily Wire and set in motion the 
conversations that ultimately led us to 
prioritizing our subscription business.”

With approximately one million paid 
subscribers, the strategy has certainly 
proven fruitful. 

One of those subscription levels—All 
Access—provides live chat opportunities 
with DailyWire+ creators on weekly 
livestreams… creators like Ben, who 
for all intents and purposes, can move 
mountains with his level of influence. 

Ben on set of Sunday Special 
featuring Bill Maher

Ben on a recent trip 
to Israel filming a 

special with 
Jordan Peterson
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“It’s almost always the stupid stuff that 
gets the broadest possible audience,” 
Ben joked. “I find it both amusing and 
annoying. I spend an enormous amount 
of time reading books—three to five a 
week—and really educating myself. I have 
a pretty strong educational background, 
too, but the stuff that goes really viral is 
when I read the lyrics to a Cardi B song. 
That’s when everybody loses their mind, 
because I’m apparently not joking even 
when I’m completely and obviously joking. 

“I will say that there are times when I 
will push a particular political cause, 
and it’ll make a bit of a splash. It’ll make 
a difference. Like when I was urging 
Republicans to get significantly more 
active on social issues, and they did.

“That’s not just my influence, though. 
That’s our entire company. I thank God 
that I’ve had enormous opportunities to 
shape a lot of young people on a personal 
level. People come up to me on the 
street and tell me that listening to my 
show changed their life, which is always 
strange, because it’s a political show. But 
they’ll say that they’ve reoriented how 
they approach problems in their own life 
by listening to the show, because it’s laden 
with values. And that’s phenomenal. 

“But the entire company has influence, 
and that’s one of the things I’m most 
proud of. In the last Virginia gubernatorial 
election, it was one of our reporters—Luke 
Rosiak—reporting on what was happening 
in one of the swing counties that really 
reshaped that race when it came to issues 
over gender ideology. It’s Matt Walsh’s 

documentary, What Is A Woman, that has 
radically shifted the tenor and nature of 
that debate. 

“We’re no longer what we once referred to 
as a ‘one-car-crash company.’ The company 
itself has grown to such an extent that we 
are able to spin off properties that make a 
difference in the debate.”

To those who would contend that Ben’s 
content is “dangerous” in nature, he has 
a heartfelt response: 

“If I have an idea that somebody 
misinterprets and then chooses to act on 
with violence, should that somehow be 
attributed to me? I have real trouble with 
the notion that, short of actively telling 
people to participate in violence, you are 
somehow responsible for that violence.

“You can certainly raise the temperature 
with rhetoric, sure. And that can have 
some bad side effects. But I think that 
we’ve connected those two things so 

“One of the 
great aspects of 
podcasting, or 
more broadly, the 
internet, is the 
democratization of 
broadcasting.”
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This is what the news 
should sound like. The 
biggest stories of our 
time, told by the best 
journalists in the world. 

closely and so illogically that we’ve made it 
possible to basically blame people who are 
not calling for violence for the violence, 
which then results in very inflammatory 
rhetoric that gets completely ignored.

“I’m not going to pretend that I haven’t 
said inflammatory things. There are times 
when I get passionate, particularly in 
podcasting, which is all about authenticity. 
The notion that you’re supposed to be 
completely emotionally disconnected 
from what you’re talking about is silly. 

“There are times when I even say 
something I regret. I also believe I’m the 
only pundit on either side of the aisle who 
has ever put out a full article containing 
everything I’ve ever said that’s troubling 
or stupid. It’s called, ‘Here’s a Giant List 
of All the Stupid and Dumb Things That 
I’ve Said,’ and it’s right on our website. It 
literally goes back to the beginning of my 
career, and I’ve been doing this since I 
was 17. I’m now 38, so that’s 21 years of 
dumb crap. It’s a really long article.”

Despite what non-supporters might think, 
Ben makes an effort to avoid “ratcheting 
up the temperature.” He even hosts a 
show called The Sunday Special, for 
which he sits down with people “across 
the aisle.” Purposefully choosing guests 
who he knows disagree with him—like 
political figures Matt Glass, Ezra Kline, 
Larry Whitmore, and Andrew Yang—he 
prides himself on having these types of 
conversations without any demonizing. 

“My rule of thumb,” he said, “particularly 
when it comes to debate, and despite all 
the ‘Ben Shapiro Destroys’ headlines, is 

BEN

JEREMY

listens to

listens to

The Re-Watchables

Pod Save America

The Daily

A roundtable of people 
from the Ringer 
universe discussing 
movies they can’t seem 
to stop watching.

Four former aides to 
President Obama—Jon 
Favreau, Jon Lovett, 
Dan Pfeiffer, and 
Tommy Vietor—are 
joined by journalists, 
politicians, activists, 
and more for a no-
b******t conversation 
about politics.

BEN’S DREAM GUESTS INCLUDE:

Governor Gavin 
Newsom of CA Barack Obama Bernie Sanders 
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that when I’m talking or debating with 
somebody, the other person gets to pick 
the weapons with which we fight. So if 
you decide to come in with a rapier, and 
we’re just going to have a good intellectual 
conversation about a topic, great. If you 
come at me with a two-by-four, I’m not 
going to sit there and respond without 
my own two-by-four. What I find is that 
typically, when you make that clear to 
people up front, they usually want to 
have a decent conversation about the 
topics at hand.”

“Ben is well-liked and well-respected 
by many, many people in the center-left 
and even on the far-left,” Jeremy added. 
“Unfortunately, it’s the nature of our 
politics right now that in the public sphere, 
they have to pretend to hate him.”

One might wonder how Ben’s show has 
reached top-five-in-the-nation status, 
considering its promise to deliver the 
“hard-hitting truth in comprehensive, 
conservative, principled fashion.” 
Moreover, Ben has been called a racist, 
misogynist, anti-trans bigot, and “rage 
monger interested in extremist rhetoric,” 
the latter being attributed to the nature 
of the political movement (something 
Ben says is easily debunked by actually 
listening to an hour of his show). 

According to Ben, the show’s success is 
partly a result of one mistake he says he 
will never make on his show: “to assume 
the stupidity of my audience.”

“We do not assume our audience is 
comprised of a bunch of rubes and morons 
who can’t understand a sophisticated 

argument. We live in such a sort of 
polarized bipolar time that some people 
are incapable of holding two thoughts in 
their head at the same time, but one thing 
I push a lot on my show is that two things 
can be true at once.

“As an example, I’ll explain how I think 
that President Trump taking classified 
documents to his home is a dumb thing to 
do. But I also don’t think that the FBI should 
be raiding his home on that predicate 
based on the Hillary Clinton standard that 
was established by James in 2016. 

“And people can actually handle that level 
of complexity and nuance of thought. 

“… when I’m talking 
or debating with 
somebody, the other 
person gets to pick 
the weapons with 
which we fight.”
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Most are actually looking for it, because 
anything else is really dishonest. 

“It’s no secret that there are certain issues 
where I’m very black and white. I’m very 
Manichean about abortion, obviously, 
and traditional gender roles—I believe 
men are men and women are women, 
and men cannot become women. But on 
most issues, there’s a great complexity 
to the topic that requires many, many 
hours to explore. And that’s what makes 
podcasting interesting.” 

“It takes many, many hours to find 
out what ‘Manichean’ means,” Jeremy 
interjected. 

Appreciating the joke, Ben explained 
how he’s more interested in “breaking 
the box”—meaning, he rallies against 
the idea that everything has to be 
immediately boxed in. Like his being 
deemed alt-right, despite giving 
speeches ripping the alt-right by name. 

“If you’re not on the left, then you must 
be alt-right,” he said. “I understand 

everybody has their Overton window, 
but it seems like it’s narrowing 
dramatically to the point where perfectly 
obvious things are said, and before you 
know it, they start trending on Twitter. 
Advertisers are called, and once that 
starts to happen, it’s almost impossible 
to have a meaningful conversation. 

“Podcasting is the place where those 
conversations happen.”

Jeremy added: 

“A lot of our worst problems are human 
problems, not political problems. I take 
pride in The Daily Wire and The Ben 
Shapiro Show because we take an honest 
look at those problems and are willing to 
have conversations others won’t.”

The one thing everyone, whether alt-right, 
far left, conservative, or progressive, can 
hopefully agree on is this: 

Podcasting must remain available to each 
and every person who chooses to express 
their views and share their passions. It’s 
crucial to have that democratization of 
commentary and ability to speak to an 
audience without gatekeepers. 

To say, or demand, otherwise sheds 
darkness on the medium… and there 
is nothing the world needs more than 
the light podcasters shine upon unique 
thoughts, opinions, and beliefs. 

Founder/Editor-in-Chief

Steve Olsher
steve@podcastmagazine.com
Reinvention Radio  
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When fans scream and rush toward you 
when they see you in public, you know 
your podcast has a pretty enthusiastic 
following. 

That’s exactly what happened to Alice 
and Brett, hosts of The Prosecutors 
podcast, during their interview with 
Podcast Magazine® at CrimeCon earlier 
this year. 

Few podcasters have that kind of “Elvis 
moment.” It speaks to both the quality 
and the entertainment value of Alice and 
Brett’s show. 

Similarly, few, if any, prosecutors in the 
heart of their career who work several 

hours a week also have the passion 
to produce a podcast. Which begs the 
obvious question… why do Alice and Brett 
do it?

“There are a couple of different reasons,” 
Brett answers. “This is what we do for our 
day jobs. We listen to a lot of podcasts. I 
listen to a lot of true crime. One of the 
things that seemed to be missing was the 
prosecutors’ perspective. I think we have 
something different to bring to the genre.”

“Another reason we do the podcast is 
because of what we see in our courtrooms, 
in the mainstream media, and in the 
news, all the time,” Alice adds. “People 
don’t go to the source. They don’t go to the 
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Encouraging Critical Thinking With 
The Prosecutors Podcast

INTERVIEW

Not 
SENSATIONALISM:
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evidence. A lot of movies, documentaries, and podcasts 
sensationalize stories. We go to the source. 

“We read the police reports. We read the transcripts from 
trials. Then, we make it all available to our listeners. We 
tell our listeners, ‘This is our take on it, but you critically 
think for yourselves. Don’t take what we say as gospel.’ 
There is too much out there telling you what to think. If 
you disagree with us, we love it! If you agreed with us all 
the time, I would question your critical thinking. Tell us 
your reasoning, and let’s have a discussion about it. It’s 
those discussions that make each of us better.” 

“As long as you’re respectful,” Brett inserts. “Don’t attack 
me as a person. Let’s just talk about ‘the why.’”

Alice and Brett’s passion for critical thinking is evident 
in their dynamic, as well, and it comes across clearly 
on the podcast. 

Almost every true-crime enthusiast understands that 
many, maybe even most, cases are not cut and dry. It’s 
not uncommon to hear Alice and Brett have a healthy 
debate on evidence and theories on a particular case. 

Even when aspects of an incident do seem to be 
straightforward, the law or legal precedent can be 
anything but. 

“The law is weird and complicated,” Brett admits. 
“Sometimes, reporters aren’t trying to mislead people. 
They just don’t understand it. We try to explain things, so 
the next time they read something, they will understand 
it. We try to take the sensationalism out, give people the 
facts, and let them decide.”

“You can’t have the proper discussions if you don’t have 
the facts,” Alice says. “Our first priority is to get the facts 
out there about what we believe are mainstream cases. 
Facts are sometimes conveniently left out when they 
don’t support a theory or outcome. You need the facts 
to have a proper discussion.”

“I listen to a lot 
of true crime. 
One of the things 
that seemed to 
be missing was 
the prosecutors’ 
perspective.”
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Alice and Brett are not only passionate 
about vehemently promoting critical 
thinking, but also about educating 
listeners on the legal system. 

“In the criminal justice system, you 
have a right to a jury of your peers,” 
Alice explains. “That jury isn’t always 
educated on how the law works or how 
law enforcement works. A police officer 
may need to use force at times. Tasers 
don’t always do the job. There are reasons 
why they have loaded guns on them at all 
times. They can’t just be social workers. 
Those are very important and valid 
discussions to have, but you can’t have 
them without a basic knowledge of how 
the justice system works.”

While the hosts of The Prosecutors 
obviously support and uphold the law, 
they aren’t blind to the need for change. 
However, they will be the first to tell you 
that change can’t happen blindly.

“The justice system is a beautiful and 
flawed system,” Alice continues. “If you 
want to take down the justice system, you 

have to have a solution. Sometimes, we 
hear, ‘He should have been convicted!’ or 
‘She shouldn’t have been convicted!’ and 
‘Tear down the whole system!’ We always 
say, ‘Our justice system is not perfect, and it 
never will be… but it’s the best in the world.’ 
It’s not perfect because we are human. We 
should work for more justice. Develop 
solutions. But we can’t just tear everything 
down. What you will be left with is anarchy 
and chaos. No one wants that. We need to 
have societal-wide discussions.”

There is no shortage of passion and 
enthusiasm between these hosts. If the 
quotes in this article so far don’t reflect 
that, listeners can certainly feel it in 
almost every episode.

That passion also extends to our running 
theme about the True Crime Category—
that it plays a clear role in society other 
than simple entertainment. These 
podcasts keep cases alive… especially 
missing-persons cases, as Alice explains:

“We have missing-persons cases that 
aren’t always amplified by the media. If 
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“I think we have 
something different to 
bring to the genre.”

Podcast Magazine True Crime 
Director Ken Bator (center) 
catches up with The Prosecutors 
co-hosts Alice and Brett at the 
2022 CrimeCon event
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they’re not covered, people don’t know 
about them. We are in a connected social-
media age where we can use that for good. 
Part of our goal is to amplify what law 
enforcement is trying to do in terms of 
sharing details in the hopes of gathering 
information in the least amount of time. 
Every day that time goes by, memories 
fade and evidence is lost.”

At that moment, Brett smiled and simply 
stated, “Everything she said.” This not 
only produced a big laugh during the 
interview, but also shed a light on the 
obvious rapport between the two. 

While it is essential to be knowledgeable 
and insightful in their position, it’s just as 
important to be engaging to your audience. 
Education can certainly be entertaining, 
as well, and that comes through in The 
Prosecutors. All combine in a way that 
makes listeners eager to tune in. 

“We are friends first and foremost,” shares 
Alice. “When we started this, we thought 
even if no one listened, it wouldn’t be 
a loss, because we enjoy hanging out 
anyway. The banter you hear on the 
podcast is real. Before we press record, 
we’re probably ranting for at least ten 
minutes.”

“We’re not scripted,” adds Brett. “I don’t 
particularly like scripted shows. I would 
rather listen to people talking, and we 
want our listeners to feel like they are a 
part of it. We’re not just talking at you. You, 
the listener, are part of the conversation. 
We’re all friends. We’re coming together. 
That kind of thing.”

“We have a lot of fun,” Alice laughs (if 
you’re already a listener, you know she’s 
a giggler). “Too much, sometimes. I’m 
really glad I get to do a podcast with one 
of my closest friends. I love doing it.”

“I love Alice,” Brett says in response. 
“Alice is amazing.”

Alice and Brett are very open about their 
friendship and mutual respect as well as 
being very clear on their unique brand. 
“We’re not an investigative podcast,” Brett 
explains. “We’re not going to cities and 
talking to people and trying to dig up new 
evidence. That’s not our thing. Our thing 
is educating people on how things work. 
The point Alice made about the system 
is a great one. When we started, we were 
nervous about talking about the law. We 
thought we were going to bore people to 
tears. Explaining why things work the 
way they do creates understanding and 
more faith in the system.”

There is truth to that old (and sometimes 
annoying) phrase many teachers used 
when we were kids: “Knowledge is power.” 
And Alice and Brett are certainly trying to 
impart as much knowledge as possible. 

They even found out recently that 

“Our justice system is 
not perfect, and it never 
will be… but it’s the 
best in the world.”
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the education they have provided had practical 
application, too. “We had two listeners, one here at 
CrimeCon, actually, who told us that they got jury 
summons and were excited to go because they listen 
to our podcast,” shares Alice. “They both ended up 
serving as foreperson, and they were able to educate 
their fellow jurors on things that are really important 
for the justice system. The other eleven people 
benefited from the foreperson’s knowledge. So what 
we’re saying must be translating.”

For true-crime enthusiasts who want to dig into the 
deeper elements of the law, you don’t have to wait for 
that jury summons. You can listen to The Prosecutors 
podcast, with new episodes dropping practically 
every Monday. 

Who knows… you might become such a raving fan 
that you will want to run up and hug them at the next 
true-crime podcast event, too. 

True Crime Category Director

Kenneth C. Bator
truecrime@podcastmagazine.com
Public Safety Talk Radio  
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Ken’s Independent Review Of A True Crime Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

KLOOGHLESS: THE LONG CON

Are you a fan of the TV show American Greed? 
If you are, do I have the podcast for you! 

Give a listen to Klooghless: The Long Con. 
The story itself is at least as disturbing as any 
other Ponzi scheme or confidence trickster 
tale you’ll hear.

I would argue that the tale of Barry Kloogh 
and his victims is more harrowing than most 
accounts about con men… or women, for that 
matter. Part of the reason this particular story 

is so compelling is the superb narration and 
interviewing skills of the host, Sarah Ferris. 

The other reason being is that the betrayal 
of trust that Barry Kloogh committed may 
be unprecedented. That doesn’t necessarily 
relate to the amount of money that was 
stolen, but to the depth of his deception.

Given the number of podcasts I have the 
pleasure of covering in any given year, it 
is extremely rare that I personally listen to 
every episode. This is the case for both shows 
that I really enjoy and those that are a limited 
series. Both of which describe Klooghless.

However, I was compelled to listen to each 
of the seven installments as well as a bit of 
the bonus episode.

If you’re heading out on a long drive or in 
need of a new podcast for your walking 
routine this week, give Klooghless a listen. 
But beware, you may question your ability 
to trust people again. 

4.5
MICS
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Couple Unlocks Art History Vault For All To Experience 

A SLICE OF ART 

A
R
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INTERVIEW

When Stephanie Dueñas and Russell 
Shoemaker started the Art Slice podcast, 
their primary goal was to make art 
accessible to all people, not just the 
institutional gatekeepers of art, using 
comedy and storytelling. The idea evolved 
in 2020 while the couple traveled cross-
country—first to get married in Las Vegas, 
and then to finalize their move from New 
England to the Midwest. 

Dueñas and Shoemaker had different, 
yet similar, upbringings. Dueñas was 
an artistic child, spending much of her 
time drawing. She didn’t have access to 
museums or fine art as a kid, but once she 
got to high school and was able to take art 
classes, she flourished in the supportive 
environment. “That really helped me 
grow my skills and put me on the path to 
art school,” she says. 

Instead of a quinceañera when she was 
15, Dueñas’s mom fulfilled her wish to go 
to Italy, instead. “I got to see in person all 
the art that I had learned about in books,” 
she says. “A lot of what I experienced 
there stayed with me and has made its 
way into how we write certain episodes 
of the podcast.” 

Moving around a lot, Shoemaker grew up 
in small towns throughout the Midwest. 
Like Dueñas, he didn’t visit museums 
as a child, but unlike her, he didn’t get 
interested in art until community college.

“I took my very first painting class, and I 
was like, ‘Oh, my God, this feels amazing.’ 
Then, I couldn’t stop. It just felt very 
natural to me,” he says, adding that he 
especially liked creating with color. “I’d 
never thought about color before that. If 
I did any sort of art, it was just doodling 
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world to me.”

Shoemaker adds that as his education 
progressed, he realized he could express 
himself with art. He eventually went to 
graduate school and has since exhibited 
his work all over the country.

Although both attended the same art 
school and admired each other’s work, 
they didn’t actually meet until years 
later in 2015. Dueñas was working in 
mixed media, and Shoemaker, who 
had graduated a few years earlier, was 
painting, exhibiting, and teaching. “We 
knew of each other but hadn’t met. When 
we did meet up, we really hit it off,” 
Shoemaker says. 

Soon after, Dueñas got a job at the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection in Venice, Italy, 
and Shoemaker got a job opening an 
art school in China. “Our relationship 
developed on Skype,” Shoemaker says, 
adding that once they returned to the 
states, they knew they wanted to do 
something in the arts together. “Stephanie 
and I were both having a hard time 
finding the right career in the arts, and 
that’s when we started thinking that art 
was so exclusive and shut down to anyone 
on the outside, which is not really who we 
are or what we think art is.”

Giving everyone access to art is a 
conversation they had for about five years, 
but they didn’t know what medium—like a 
blog or YouTube channel—to use. “On that 
road trip, we were listening to podcasts, 
and realized that would be a good avenue 

“WE DON’T WANT  
THESE ARTISTS  
DYING ON MUSEUM  
WALLS.”

ART SLICE EPISODES INCLUDE
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STEPHANIE 
& RUSSELL

listen to

Upstream

No Dogs in Space

Something (Rather 
Than Nothing)

This podcast looks 
beyond the numbers to 
explore a wide variety 
of themes related to 
the tumultuous 21st-
century economy.

A music history 
podcast that focuses 
on the punk genre 
during Season 1 and 
alternative in Season 2.

Host Ken Volante 
explores the reason 
for “something rather 
than nothing” in this 
philosophical and 
psychological exploration 
into the act of creation 
and creators of all types.
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treat a lot of our episodes as pseudo-art 
in and of themselves.” 

While they talked a lot about starting the 
podcast, Dueñas says it was purchasing 
a microphone that finally made the 
venture feel real. “We had talked about it 
but kept putting it off,” she says, adding 
that she then started doing research and 
actually writing an episode. “The episodes 
obviously look way different today, but it 
was really just about doing it.”

At first, she was afraid to listen to her 
own voice, but getting started was the 
most important part. “We just had to 
write it, and then talk about it. Next was 
getting comfortable being in front of the 
microphone, and then talking with one 
another with our podcast hats on rather 
than as Stephanie and Russell, the couple 
or cat parents. We were in the studio 
making a podcast, and that in itself took 
some getting used to.”

Russell adds, “We also recorded our first 
episode on the laptop in the car as we 
were driving, just to take the pressure off. 
We never released that one. We ended up 
using it for our first podcast, but we re-
recorded it later.”

The podcast was an immediate hit with 
their friends and family, but also with 
strangers who shared how they had never 
heard art history in such a way. “Those 
kinds of comments made us think we 
were onto something by doing something 
different that feels good, so we figured we 
should keep doing it,” says Dueñas. 

“WE DEFINITELY 
TREAT A LOT OF 
OUR EPISODES AS 
PSEUDO-ART IN AND 
OF THEMSELVES.”
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Both agree, however, that producing 
the podcast involves massive amounts 
of research and work in addition to 
their demanding full-time jobs. “These 
episodes are beasts,” Shoemaker says. 

Their audience ranges in age, and their 
listeners are from all walks of life. Dueñas 
says her brother, a truck driver, is a great 
example of the vast listener demographic. 
“He loves our show, even though he 
probably had no initial interest in art 
history,” she explains. “It’s people like 
him who we really want to reach, because 
otherwise, they would never have any 
interest in art history at all.”

Shoemaker adds, “We don’t want these 
artists dying on museum walls. I think 
a lot of people are too afraid to go into 
museums and don’t really know what 
they’re looking for—it’s always the same 
artists every time.”

Ultimately, learning about artists and 
art in this way can help people better 

see the world, he explains. “There’s just 
a way of looking at art, any kind of art, 
that teaches your eye to look at the world. 
You can find beauty and ugliness, and 
that’s something you don’t get from a lot 
of other mediums,” he says. 

“Art is one of those great things that 
reveals that dichotomy—and it’s applicable 
to anybody. It’s a shame that kind of gets 
lost in institutions.” 

Arts Category Director

Linda B. Margison 
arts@podcastmagazine.com

Got an Arts podcast suggestion?

Let us know!
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Linda’s Independent Review Of An Arts Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

VETARTSPAN

Most people know someone who has served 
in the military, and their experience with 
veterans is likely vast and varied. My dad left 
the United States Marine Corps by the time I 
was a year old, but the impact of his time in 
Vietnam and at Camp Pendleton, California, 
weaved in and out of my childhood and 
shaped who I am today. And I always knew 
that the time he spent serving his country 
had a deep emotional impact on him. 

I was excited to stumble on VetArtSpan, 

hosted by Fred Johnson, because veterans 
are not stereotypically perceived as artists. 
I wouldn’t necessarily call my dad “artistic,” 
either, but he has always been an open-
minded appreciator of the arts. 

Because art often helps when dealing with 
trauma and post-traumatic stress disorder, 
it’s a natural outlet for veterans, especially 
those who are more artistic in nature. This 
podcast gives veterans and civilians the 
opportunity to have shared experiences 
and gain insight that strengthens the health 
and well-being of veterans. The powerful 
episodes are easily digested in 15 to 30 
minutes and leave a lasting impression on 
the listener, especially the haunting episode 
by spoken-word artist Urban Light. 

My only wish would be for this podcast to be 
published more often, as it currently tends 
to be monthly. 

4
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It Might SOUND Impossible, But This Is Real History, 
Done Properly 

The interview with Alexander von Sternberg 
for this article ranged far and wide across 
history and podcasting, as he has firmly 
held interesting opinions on both. 

Alexander’s valuable insights shared 
herein feed into his podcast, History 
Impossible, as well.

The podcast itself is not just about the 
Second World War, though that is a major 
theme that crops up again and again—
especially now that he has completed a 
deep-dive series into the Muslim Nazis, 
as he styles them. This series in particular 
speaks to the title of the podcast and its 
accompanying tagline: 

History: Impossible is exactly what it 
sounds like: impossible history. People, 
events, ideologies, STORIES—all that 
sound impossible, but are true. The 

listener might say to themselves, “Muslim 
Nazis??? Surely, that’s impossible!” 

But over five episodes, Alexander tells of 
Hajj Amin al-Husseini, a man this host 
describes as the “Palestinian Littlefinger” 
(the Machiavellian character in Game 
of Thrones), who tried to ally with the 
Nazis during WWII via a common hatred 
of the Jews. 

With some episodes lasting over 
three hours, this really is a deep dive 
reminiscent of Dan Carlin in approach. 
In fact, Alexander does often homage 
Dan Carlin as being a major inspiration 
for him and one of the chief reasons that 
he became a history podcaster himself.

Alexander chanced his arm at various 
podcasts before, including working 
on a video game podcast as well as 

INTERVIEW
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a pop-culture podcast with a friend, 
but he found himself listening almost 
exclusively to history podcasts. So, this 
particular genre was the next natural step 
for him when he decided to have another 
shot at podcasting. 

Another podcaster who has been a big 
supporter of Alexander’s is Daniele 
Bolelli of the immensely popular History 
on Fire podcast, who advised him to start 
with one-off episodes and work his way 
up to the big, multi-episode series that he 
specializes in now. 

Though the Second World War is the 
subject of so many podcasts, Alexander 
feels he has something unique to add… 
and he certainly does. 

As well as the series on Muslim Nazis, he 
has also covered less well-examined areas 
of the war, such as the American soldiers 
who liberated Dachau and swore revenge 

in “The American Avengers (Vengeance)” 
episode. “The Werewolves of the Fourth 
Reich” delves into not only the fascination 
with the supernatural that was part of the 
Nazi ideology, but also the stories of the 
people who tried to carry on the war after 
the surrender of Germany, often driven 
by strange beliefs in the occult. 

This is where Alexander uncovered the 
difference between Hitler and other 
Nazis. “He (Hitler) was very practical,” 
he says. “He was very worldly in the 
sense that he was just concerned about 
whatever would allow him the fastest and 
most secure avenue to power. But when 
you start looking into the ‘underlings’ to 
Hitler, specifically, people like Heinrich 
Himmler, Alfred Rosenberg, Gottlob 
Berger—these are figures high up in the 
Nazi hierarchy who are very interested in 
the occult.” 

Though his surname does make him 
sound like a German general from the 
Prussian Juncker class (in Germany, 
having a “von” in your name generally 

“History: Impossible 

is exactly what it 
sounds like: impossible 
history. People, events, 
ideologies, STORIES— 

all that sound impossible, 
but are true.”
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means you have at least some link to the 
nobility), Alexander tells us that ‘von 
Sternberg’ is a made-up name adopted 
by his German Jewish ancestor when 
he arrived at Ellis Island, probably in 
an attempt to hide his Jewishness in an 
antisemitic age. 

Far from any relation to a German general, 
Alexander’s grandfather was a gunner in 
a B17 and was shot down over Germany. 
He spent the last year of the war in a 
prisoner-of-war camp, where fortunately 
for him, the guards never found out that 
he was half Jewish. Unfortunately, that 
did not prevent him from being put on 
starvation rations causing him to lose half 
his body weight. 

This personal connection to the war is one of 
the reasons it is of such interest to Alexander.

Key to History Impossible’s brand is also 
the way that Alexander links the past to 
our current time. His recent interview 
with Kristaps Andrejsons of the Eastern 
Border podcast is a great example, as they 

discuss the current Russo-Ukrainian War 
and place it in the wider context of the 
history of the region. 

Alexander’s passion to educate really 
shines through his communications both 
in person and on the podcast. He cites a 
statistic from The Washington Post that 
around two thirds of young Americans 
don’t even know what the Holocaust is. 

“And that speaks to a historical illiteracy 
that, in so many ways, really frustrates 
me. That’s partly why so many of us in the 
history podcasting space do what we do—
we want to make it a little more palatable 
to learn about history. But I think it’s also 
just because we want to tell stories.” 

This kind of aversion to learning is not 
confined to the U.S., as Alexander also 
tells of a British reality TV/TikTok star who 
wondered why we would want to learn 
about the Holocaust, as we are anxious 
and depressed enough as it is. 

Fortunately for his mission to educate, 
History Impossible is doing very well as 
a podcast, as it deserves to be. Alexander 
is planning to podcast full-time, because 
as he explains, “My current day job is just 
not doing its job—paying the bills.” 

With a healthy roster of listeners and 
nearly 200 reviews on Apple Podcasts, it 
certainly looks like Alexander is set for 
success. 

History Category Directors

Luke Baxter & Roifield Brown
history@podcastmagazine.com
Map Corner  
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SECRET POLICE

Having only launched in April 2022, the Secret 
Police podcast is relatively new to the scene, 
but Jack Johannessen is an experienced 
podcaster having already worked on a medical 
podcast called Head Cold. 

Secret Police is, as the name suggests, a deep 
dive into the secret police that are such a key 
aspect of propping up authoritarian regimes 
throughout history. As he states on his 
website, “More akin to a paramilitary force 
than your average cops, secret police enforce 

the ideology of the State and the personal 
agenda of a dictator.”

So far, the podcast has focused on Russia, the 
home of some of the cruelest secret police 
forces over time. The first episode covered the 
Oprichniki, who decked out all in black and 
riding black horses, sound like something out 
of Tolkien. But in reality, they were the all-too-
terrifyingly real enforcers of Ivan the Terrible’s 
reign of terror in the late 16th century. 

Then we hear about the Tsar’s Okhrana, 
who were so embedded into the subversive 
organizations that they were supposed 
to be spying on that they were virtually 
indistinguishable from each other. 

Soviet Russia has spawned a number of 
different secret police forces, and so far, Jack 
has covered The Cheka and The NKVD.

Jack tells his listeners these often-horrific 
tales with the good humor of a natural 
storyteller—this is not a podcast for the 
queasy, but it is certainly fascinating. 

Raven’s Independent Review Of A TV & Film Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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Have you ever been sitting around with 
your friends talking about what you may 
feel are inane topics and laughing so 
hard that you think, “Hey, this could be 
a podcast?” 

Well, that’s exactly what three friends 
named Dave, Josh, and Omar (pictured 
above, left to right) thought.

Guess what? They actually did turn their 
chatter into a podcast for everyone to 
enjoy—The FTS: Friends Talk Shop podcast. 

As most will point out, the “S” can stand 
for more than “Shop,” but fans of the 
show are probably reminded of countless 

conversations they have had with their own 
closest friends each time they listen in.

To that point, Josh says, “What you hear 
on the podcast is what you would be 
exposed to if you had dinner or drinks 
with us. That’s kinda how it started. Years 
ago, either Dave or Omar said, ‘We should 
record this!’”

“I talk on the phone a lot for my work,” 
Omar adds. “A lot of it is usually 
me laughing at my own jokes. My 
conversations with Josh and Dave result 
in a lot of humor. On other calls, there 
was humor, but not banter. The banter 
was the genesis for this.”
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INTERVIEW

3 Friends Take Their Hilarious Discussions 
Public With FTS: Friends Talking Shop

AN EDUCATION ON HOW TO 
BUST SOMEONE’S CHOPS
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As you would expect, with three hosts 
comes three different ideas for producing 
a podcast. “Josh, of course, wanted to plan 
out exactly what it needed to be before we 
did anything,” Omar explains. “And Dave, 
the voice of reason, said, ‘Let’s just start 
recording, and we’ll see where it goes.’ 
That brought us to where we are now.”

Even within those comments, you can 
hear the subtle shots only close friends 
can take at one another without someone 
getting upset. That 
said, one could argue 
that instead of being 
a comedy podcast, 
it could be required 
education for the 
socially awkward on 
how to properly “bust 
someone’s chops.”

“Busting each other’s 
chops is a completely 
natural conversation,” 
Josh explains. “We 
don’t prep anything. We don’t have 
workshop calls or conversations prior to 
recording.”

“I don’t think we begin an episode ready to 
go after each other, though,” Dave chimes 
in. “I think we’re naturally curious. We 
have lots of stories that just happen to us. 
When we come together, we are eager to 
share them.”

However, one of the key elements of 
humor in FTS: Friends Talking Shop 
is that none of the hosts are shy about 
calling BS on the others. “We all share 

a healthy amount of skepticism,” Dave 
points out. “As soon as we hear something 
we suspect is untrue, we instantly jump 
on each other. ‘Prove it.’ ‘Verify that.’ ‘I 
don’t believe you.’ And that takes us down 
the rabbit hole. We end up busting each 
other’s chops more when someone says 
something ridiculous.”

Not surprisingly, diving into the rabbit 
hole tends to produce much more humor 
than the surface-level conversation. This 

is especially true when 
taking that dive comes 
naturally to all three 
hosts.

“That’s exactly it,” 
Josh responds to that 
specific point. “All 
three of us listen to a 
lot of other podcasts. 
There are really good 
ones, but there are 
also some that just 
feel scripted or forced. 

We didn’t want that. We just wanted 
something completely unstructured and 
conversational, so listeners could be like 
flies on the wall in typical conversations 
we have. That was the idea.”

“We were having lunch in Arizona once, 
just the three of us,” Dave remembers. 
“We had a conversation, and it was just 
like the podcast. I thought, ‘What a great 
time!’ The podcast makes that happen 
once a week.”

“At the end of the day, we’re just trying to 
enjoy ourselves without getting canceled,” 

“What you hear 
on the podcast is 
what you would 
be exposed to if 
you had dinner or 
drinks with us.”
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Omar jokes, which induced a laugh 
probably not too different than what 
listeners regularly hear on the podcast.

The humor also comes from their blunt 
honesty. That was clear early in episode 
two, when they posed the following 
‘Would You Rather” question: 

Would you rather have your favorite 
professional sports team win, or 
your kid’s team win? The answer was 
overwhelmingly for the former. 

“We had that conversation long ago,” 
admits Dave. “If I’m really honest, I want 
the Packers to win more than just about 
anyone else. And I don’t even know these 
people on a personal basis! That’s reality. 
I realized that I found kindred spirits 
because Josh and Omar feel the same way.”

“I don’t like anyone else’s kids!” Josh 
exclaims. “My daughter grew up taking 
dance. That dance recital was a friggin’ 
nightmare. It was three-and-a-half hours. 
I got five minutes to watch my daughter, 
and the rest of the time, I had to watch 
other kids dance who I don’t give a sh*t 
about.”

Those parents who find that insulting 
are clearly not the target listener for FTS: 
Friends Talking Shop. 

“We’re honest,” Dave says bluntly. 

That also speaks to the free-flowing 
nature of the show.

While the podcast isn’t scripted, Josh has 
been preparing for it for a while, even if it 
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listens to

listens to

listens to

Smartless

The Filmcast

Conan O’Brien 
Needs a Friend

Hosts Jason Bateman, 
Sean Hayes, and Will 
Arnett connect and unite 
people from all walks of 
life to learn about shared 
experiences.

Hardcore geeks David 
Chen, Devindra Hardawar, 
and Jeff Cannata debate, 
pontificate, and delve 
into the latest films and 
TV shows from the  
past week. 

Deeper, unboundedly 
playful, and free from 
FCC regulations, Conan 
O’Brien Needs a Friend 
is a weekly opportunity 
for Conan to hang out 
with the people he enjoys 
most and perhaps find 
some real friendship 
along the way.
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was unbeknownst to him. “I have always 
kept a list of things I’ve experienced,” he 
explains. “Things I’ve noticed, or thought 
were funny, unusual, or weird. So, I 
already had a starter list of content. I just 
never talked about it.”

But in true unscripted fashion, even that 
list gets put aside. “Once we got started 
with the podcast,” Josh continues, “I 
started noticing sh*t all the time. Things 
happen, and I have to talk about it that 
week. All three of us are pretty observant. 
Others may just brush an incident aside, 
but for us, it just festers, and we have to 
talk about it.”

“I have a theory on this,” Dave 
pontificates. “Josh will prepare for his 
topic four months in advance because 
he is expected to be funny most of the 
time. So, he needs to have material. I will 
come up with things during the week that 
I think will be good for the podcast. And 
Omar will come up with something two 
seconds before we ask the question.”

“That happens sometimes,” Omar admits 
with a laugh. “And sometimes, when 
I bring up less-than-well-thought-out 
topics, the other guys have to bring me 
back to the thread of the conversation.”

“We all lead different lives,” Josh explains. 
“Omar, specifically… more so than Dave 
and me. We are both married with kids, 
but Omar lives a single-bachelor life. He’s 
an eccentric guy. He does very well, and 
he lives in this bubble. My sister is an avid 
listener, and she says, ‘Some of Omar’s 
topics are just not relatable.’ And I say, 
‘That’s a good thing.’ I like to knock him 
down a few pegs, though. When he has 
a bad meal at some four-star restaurant 
and he’s gotta complain about it, I’m like, 
‘Are you serious? Let’s come back down 
to Earth.’ His little bubble works for us.”

“I represent the liberal elites,” Omar 
shares, which brings about yet more 
laughter. “I’m out of touch. Don’t ask me 
how much a carton of milk costs. I don’t 
know.”

While being in the FTS bubble isn’t for 
everyone, for many, it is right where 
they need to be. If you want a legitimate 
laugh produced by three friends who can 
both take and give out a lot of crap, FTS: 
Friends Talking Shop is for you. 
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Comedy Category Director

Kenneth C. Bator
comedy@podcastmagazine.com
Cool Culture Corner  
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Ken’s Independent Review Of A Comedy Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

ARTIE LANGE’S PODCAST 
CHANNEL

Many comedians are doing podcasts these 
days. Some are very well-known, some are 
up-and-coming, and others had careers that 
have fizzled.

Surprisingly, finding a comedy podcast that 
is hosted by a comedian, or comedians, that 
is actually funny can be very hit and miss.

One show that is almost always a “hit” is 
Artie Lange’s Podcast Channel. Artie is 
legitimately funny. Just as importantly, his 

comedy actually does transfer from standup 
to the podcast. For some comedians, that 
isn’t always the case.

When I say “funny,” I’m not talking about just 
a little chuckle every ten to fifteen minutes. 
I’m talking about I’m-laughing-so-hard-I-
have-tears-in-my-eyes funny. So much so that 
when listening to the podcast while walking, 
I hope passersby see that I have earbuds in 
and don’t assume I am mentally ill as I am 
laughing loudly while strolling along.

Granted, Artie’s brand of comedy isn’t for 
everyone. However, if you are looking for a 
podcast that many listeners find legitimately 
funny, this is definitely one to try.

Artie’s fans are likely aware, but for newbies, 
Artie is currently on hiatus to deal with his 
drug addiction. His podcast will be back in 
November. 

Welcome back, Artie. Be well. 
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Check out these awesome, brand 
new pods... and be sure to show ‘em 
some Rating, Reviewing, Subscribing 
& Downloading love! 

Mastering Life’s Adventures: 
Being Your Best Self 
Through Soul Evolution!  
Hosted by: Dr. Judith Holder

A podcast for seekers who are 
craving more substance in their 
lives through practical, spiritual 
approaches to handling life’s daily 
adventures. Managed by www.
AmplifyouNetwork.com.

I  Have A Podcast 
Hosted by: Vinnie Potestivo

Guided by Vinnie Potestivo, 
Creator Economist and former 
MTV Talent Executive, weekly 
episode topics range from 
Building Sustainable Talent 
Brands and Increasing Your 
Discoverability to Creative SOPs 
for Teams of All Sizes.

Align Your Practice 
Hosted by: Dr. Cli�  Fisher

Chiropractor, Dr. Cli�  Fisher, an 
expert in core values and building 
world-class teams, will help you 
create the practice and life of 
your dreams. Managed by 
www.AmplifyouNetwork.com.

Legendary Dads 
Hosted by: Kevin Williams

Let’s walk together on the journey 
from being a dad who is doing 
what he thinks he’s supposed to 
and hoping it’s right, to becoming 
a dad who is clear on who he is, 
where he and his family are going, 
and why. This is how we become, 
Legendary Dads!

Soul Talk with Monica 
Ramirez 
Hosted by: Monica Ramirez

Are you feeling the pull to evolve 
from your heart and lead a life 
that fulfills a passion that burns 
in you? Transform and amplify 
your conscience now. Managed by 
www.AmplifyouNetwork.com.

Comedy Appeteasers 
Hosted by: R. Scott Edwards

This is a short form (under 7 mins) 
of standup comedy; sharing jokes, 
comedy bits, and stories every 
Friday....start your weekend with 
a Smile! And listen to “Comedy 
Appeteasers.”

Shift to Your Bliss with 
Dr.  Sheila
Hosted by: Dr. Sheila Jaggard

This isn’t your average life coaching 
podcast. Discover tips and 
teachings for leading professionals 
that bring you the latest leadership 
coaching and personal 
achievement insights. Managed by 
www.AmplifyouNetwork.com.

Questions? Email ads@podcastmagazine.com

PODCASTYOUR

BELONGS HERE!
Secure your spot now!
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Veteran Shares Hardships To 
Success To Help Others Become 

Unstoppable Post-Military

“WE’RE NOT 
BROKEN.”

Chris Hoffmann’s origin story isn’t unique. 
The St. Louis native grew up with a tough 
upbringing in a broken home. Like many 
young men raised in similar difficult 
situations, he joined the United States 
Marine Corps—what he calls “Uncle Sam’s 
Misguided Children.” He served for four 
years—2008 to 2012—living a year and a 
half in Japan and serving in Operation 
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 

In the final year of his enlistment, he 
started thinking about having a family, 
and knew there was no path to that life 
as long as he was in the Marines. After his 
discharge, Hoffmann struggled to figure 
out how to live life post-military and 

found himself in five different careers 
in five different industries throughout 
the next five years. He started off like 
many military people do—he got a job 
in security—and eventually switched 
to specializing in fitness memberships, 
working for a large commercial gym, 
selling vacuums door-to-door, and 
marketing telecommunications.

“It took me a while to kind of figure out 
who I was, what I wanted, and how to 
execute it,” Hoffmann says. “I was living 
in one of the highest cost-of-living cities in 
the United States—San Diego, California—
just trying to figure out how to survive.”

Hoffmann adds that by 2017, he was 
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getting tired of working ten-hour days, 
seven days a week, and walking around 
in the rain and other inclement weather—
so he got an inside sales job and started 
climbing the corporate ladder. He became 
a mid-level manager with a marketing 
software company, developing a 30- to 45-
day sales training onboarding program to 
help recent college graduates start selling 
the software products. 

But that’s when his story became more 
unique. Reflecting, he realized he was 
finally feeling successful, but it had taken 
him years to get there. 

“Once I started getting stability, I looked 
back and wondered who else, as far as the 
veteran community, was getting out and 
realizing that career-readiness education, 
like resume writing and interview 
prep, has a shelf life,” he says. “Job fair 
education serves a purpose, but doesn’t 
get down to the deeper wounds of what 
transitioning veterans actually have to go 
through from a personal-development 

standpoint. It takes a lot of veterans time 
to do that, because we’re unconsciously in 
survival mode. That’s how we’re trained to 
be. We don’t know how to thrive, really.”

That was the inception of the Ambitious 
VET Network—and the Ambitious VET 
Show podcast—which launched as a 
Facebook group that grew quickly and 
organically to 600 members. The podcast 
followed in 2018.

“We learned from that Facebook group 
that there were conversations that needed 
to happen inside our community that 
weren’t happening already,” Hoffmann 
says. “What better way to do that than 
podcasting? Our decision to launch 
a podcast was because we wanted to 
continue to build an audience, but also 
wanted to be positioned as an expert in 
the marketplace.”

With about 40,000-plus registered 
veteran service organizations, Hoffmann 
says veterans and active military tend 
to be skeptical about outsiders and 
organizations set on a mission to help 
them. “We first sought an altruistic-like 

“I just wanted to give 
veterans a voice to 
share their story.”

—Chris Hoffmann, host of  
The Ambitious VET Show
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listens to

The School of 
Greatness

Entreprenuers  
on Fire

Real AF with Andy 
Frisella

Host Lewis Howes shares 
inspiring interviews 
from leaders in business, 
entertainment, sports, 
science, health, and 
literature to inspire 
listeners to unlock their 
inner greatness and live 
their best life.

Inspiration and 
strategies for listeners 
tired of spending the 
majority of their days on 
tasks they don’t enjoy.

The host and his guests 
discuss, debate, and 
laugh their way through 
trending topics and hot-
button issues. 

“WE WANT TO HELP 
THEM BECOME 
UNSTOPPABLE  IN 
THE TRENCHES OF 
L IFE POST-MILITARY.”
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movement, because I had no business 
model at the very beginning,” he explains. 
“Guys and gals who were previous 
military members were just looking at us 
like another veteran service organization 
coming and trying to help out.”

Through the Facebook and podcast 
interaction, though, Hoffmann says 
veterans started to realize the Ambitious 
VET Show really cared. “We reach a 
high volume of veterans on a weekly 
and monthly basis from a download 
standpoint, but it’s hard to get them to 
voice their opinions. They know they’re in 
their own way. They deal with confidence 
issues,” he explains. 

“We all get out with an inferiority 
complex. We’re just doing things for the 
bigger cause—it’s servant leadership—
that’s what military are trained to do. But 
we don’t know how to be individuals.”

To counter that, Hoffmann says veterans 
need emotional intelligence training, like 
building self and social awareness, and 
help building and nurturing relationships 
and habits around their purpose. “We 
want to help them become unstoppable 
in the trenches of life post-military.”

In the beginning, the podcast was very 
guest-centric. “I just wanted to give 
veterans a voice to share their story,” 
Hoffmann explains. “I wanted to have 
a veteran who was courageous enough 
to say they weren’t OK—and how they 
overcame not being OK—to speak 
vulnerably into the community and see 
how that impacted the market.”
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Hoffmann says his biggest mission is 
to change the stigma that veterans are 
broken. “We’re not broken, and we’re 
not charity cases,” he says. “The podcast 
became a therapeutical vehicle for guests 

to share their stories and, hopefully, it 
would be like audio medicine for our 
listener.”

Finally, Hoffmann says he just wants 
listeners to be encouraged by following 
the podcast. “We share a golden wisdom 
each week, so they can walk away with 
one golden grenade that’s going to help 
them blow through to new levels of 
success—it’s a mindset, a life hack… one 
practical tip they can apply to everyday 
life to make sure they’re building their 
resilience.” 

Education Category Director

Linda B. Margison 
education@podcastmagazine.com
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NO DUMB QUESTIONS

I have two favorite types of podcasts: those 
that entertain me, and those that make me 
think. No Dumb Questions has done both. 

The podcast touts deep conversations with 
varying levels of maturity by hosts Destin 
Sandlin, a science guy from the Deep South, 
and Matt Whitman, a humanities guy from 
the Wild West. 

As a word nerd, I was especially fascinated 
by the episode titled, “Why to You Does 

This Title Sound Wrong?” during which 
Whitman gives Sandlin seven pieces of paper 
with adjectives and a noun and asks him to 
arrange the words in an order that feels best 
for Sandlin, who puts the words—brown, 
Swiss, chalet, little, old, quaint, square—in 
different orders, searching for the one order 
that feels best. The conclusion is that there 
is an actual order for adjectives in English. 
That order: opinion, size, age, shape, color, 
origin, material, purpose, noun. If you want 
to hear all the details, check out Episode 140. 

Although I have enjoyed several episodes 
of this podcast, I often find them too long, 
venturing off topic with the hosts talking 
over one another, making it hard for me to 
enjoy on a regular basis. 

Linda’s Independent Review Of An Education Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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“Your network is your net worth” 
and other equally blah quotes about 
networking are so… well… 90s. 

In today’s business world, networking 
is about building meaningful, mutually 
beneficial business relationships. And 
no one serves up connections like Adam 
Connors of NetWorkWise—a “social 
architect and super-connector who  
is known for his expansive network  
and an extraordinary ability to open 
difficult doors.” 

In other words, he is a master of what he 
preaches… and podcasts. 

Conversations with Connors, presented 
by NetWorkWise, is “the ultimate in 
connecting,” Adam says.

“The beauty of a podcast is that it lets 
you truly connect with people, which is 
a blast. You also get to let the audience 
be a fly on the wall and learn—whether 
about the person you’re interviewing or 
something about their expertise. You hear 
it straight from them.”

There are three main tenants of Adam’s 
show: 

“First, that I know, like, and trust or admire 
you. That’s what the relationships are 
about. Second, you are a success… which 
of course is a subjective term. My definition 
of success is living a life by design, not by 
default. By this, I mean you’re doing what 
you want, when you want, where you want 
it, and how you want it. Third, you can 

Building Relationships 
One Interview At A Time

NETWORK 
CONVERSATIONS
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attribute a cornerstone of your success to 
the relationships you’ve developed.”

Adam prefers the unscripted and casual 
conversation in which the guests feel 
comfortable, which often leads to 
unexpected personal revelations. One 
particularly revealing episode really 
touched him, as it epitomized the depth 
of his relationships with his guests.

“I had a woman share with me something 
that was deeply personal and not known 
to anyone. I think she felt it was cathartic. 
Her own husband didn’t even know 
what she shared. Even though she gave 
me permission to publish it, I ended up 
editing it out. But that one stands out 
more than anything.”

Conversations with Connors is unique 
in that Adam interviews every guest in 
person. He explains, “I spend the day 
with my guest, and then we record. We 
just hang out first. This makes it so much 
more personal. There’s no question about 
that. It’s getting back to what networking 
and relationships are really all about. 
After all, if I want to talk the talk, then I 
should walk the walk. 

“The drawback is that it’s of course a 
logistical nightmare that can get expensive. 
It takes a lot of time. And you’re also losing 

‘business’ time, right? Still, I feel the pros 
far supersede the cons. Again, it’s all about 
your perception. It’s definitely a fun day, 
too, as opposed to ‘work.’ I get to spend 
quality time with quality people. I get 
deeper and learn more about them. By the 
time it comes to throwing the camera on, 
we’re much more relaxed. Maybe we’ve 
covered some of the other stuff that might 
not be as interesting during a shared meal, 
which allows us to then get more to the 
core of things during the actual interview.

“The podcast is not about me. It’s about 
the audience and the guest. I’m constantly 
asking myself how my audience can get 
the most out of the interview and what I 
can do to highlight my guest in the best 
possible light. 

“It’s about taking a connection and 
transcending that into a relationship 
that ultimately becomes your ally.”

Adams Connors preparing to record
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For Adam, building the relationship is 
key to a great podcast interview. And 
for guests he doesn’t personally know, 
he researches them as much as possible 
beforehand and “borrows trust”: 

“Borrowed trust is like this—you and I, 
we build a relationship. We know each 
other. If you then use your social capital 
to put your name behind somebody else 
you recommend to me, that person is 
essentially leveraging your trust in them. 
That’s something that’s coming through 
you. So if I trust you, I trust them. I’m 
borrowing your trust in them.” 

Adam certainly walks his walk. He spends 
time quarterly staying in touch with those 
in his network. He does simple reach-outs 
to inquire about what’s going on in their 
life. Sometimes, it’s via email, and other 
times, by text or even a phone call. 

Adam also lives by his “Five Minute 
Favor”: 

If anyone in his periphery of friends 

has an “ask,” and it takes less than five 
minutes, he spends the first hour of his 
day responding to the five-minute-favor 
asks. 

Clearly, he enjoys just helping people out. 
It’s how he networks. It’s how he treats 
people. It’s how he does business, and it’s 
how he produces his podcast. 

“Just do good things, and you help people. 
When that’s your intent, you get this 
‘Karmadic Boomerang’ effect that just 
brings the good back to you. I definitely 
benefit the most, if not by anything other 
than just sharing the stories with you.” 

It’s a great philosophy to live by. 

Business Category Director

Lori Lyons
business@podcastmagazine.com
The Encore Entrepreneur Podcast  
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Conversations with Connors guests have included:
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Lori’s Independent Review Of A Business Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

MARKETING MADE SIMPLE

It seems that anything StoryBrand 
automatically symbolizes quality, and this 
podcast is no exception. 

The marketing and business concepts in the 
podcast are as solid as the hosts, Dr. J.J. Peterson 
and April Sunshine Hawkins. Centered around 
the StoryBrand framework and the Business 
Made Simple training platform, the podcast 
itself is full of practical business and marketing 
strategies and tactics that the small business 
owner can easily implement. 

The case studies and callers who bring real-
life situations for Dr. J.J. and April to discuss 
are interesting. 

The fact that listeners can’t miss that this 
is a StoryBrand-generated podcast can be 
a drawback, too, though. Many business 
podcasts generate leads and bring in ideal 
clients to the business, sure. This podcast is 
certainly no exception to that rule. And while 
it has a strong brand tied to the podcast, 
toning this aspect down just a bit would still 
accomplish the podcast’s goal.

Overall, this is a good addition to a marketing 
playlist and one to catch occasionally. I 
believe if they tone down the rhetoric just 
a bit, it would be much more enjoyable to 
listen to and learn from. 

Honestly, they just don’t need it.  

4
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INTERVIEW

Dr. Perry Nickelston, host of the Stop 
Chasing Pain podcast, found his calling 
in the health and wellness field as a result 
of an unforgettable experience.

“At one point, I was really into bodybuilding 
and weightlifting, and I hurt myself 
training. My training partner at the 
time suggested, ‘You should go see my 
chiropractor.’ Within a visit or two, I was 
standing upright, and the pain was gone.” 

That experience left a lasting impression, 
because two years later, Dr. Perry thought 
to himself, “Maybe I could do that.”

This was a more aligned direction for the 
former political science student who once 
had aspirations of becoming an attorney.

So, he decided to go back to school to 
become a chiropractor.

“When I found my purpose, it flipped a 
switch, and that was the spark.”

After 32 years, Dr. Perry is a well-known 
functional movement specialist. Working 
with people who have chronic pain, he 
has noticed that, “Sometimes, when you 
have pain, you become fearful of moving, 
and that feeds the pain. In these cases, if 
someone bends over to touch their toes 
and it hurts, it may be because they think 
it’s gonna hurt.” 

Dr. Perry also observes that people 
sometimes do repetitive movements, not 
realizing that it might be a good idea to 
move differently. 

“People tend to want to do movements that 
they’re good at. Nobody likes to do things 
that make them feel uncomfortable or like 
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Dr. Perry Nickelston 
Changing Perceptions Of Pain
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they’re going to make mistakes. However, 
you need to give your brain and nervous 
system a variety of stimulus inputs to 
become more resilient. That way, when 
you get into a situation where you might 
get hurt, it’s almost like your brain and 
nervous system say, ‘We’ve been in this 
situation in the past, so we’re good.’”

Dr. Perry has found that looking at how 
people bend over seems to be a simple 
starting point for teaching them to move 
differently. 

“We teach them to put their booty back 
first, like they’re sitting on the toilet. If 
you lead with your glutes, then it takes the 
extra load off the back. This can be one 
of the ways to avoid scenarios in which 
people say, ‘All I did was bend over and tie 
my shoe, and I couldn’t get back up.’ Or ‘I 
sneezed, and I don’t know what happened, 
but my back went out.’

“I tell people, ‘If you start to bring a bit 
more attention and awareness to your 
movement, you’ve already crossed 
over into helping yourself move a little 
differently. It’s the first step toward 
change, because you don’t know what you 
don’t know.’”

The 55-year-old points out that pain is 
a protective response. He aims to help 
people reframe how they view it. 

“When you study pain, you realize that it’s 
all perception. No two people experience 
pain stimulus the same way. It depends on 
your history and the story you tell yourself 
based on your prior experience with pain.” 

Dr. Perry recognizes that the journey 
toward finding solutions for chronic 
pain can be confusing. “There’s so much 
information out there that you might feel 
like you’re in quicksand. Someone may 
say, ‘Go down path A,’ while another will 
say, ‘No, take this path.’ People don’t know 
which way to go. The only way you’re 
going to know what works is to go down 
one path and see what changes.” 

Regarding the Western approach to 
healthcare, Dr. Perry notes that “We’re 
so specialized, we still break things down 
into labels, names, conditions, and body 
parts. This can be so myopic that people 
don’t see how things relate to each other, 
and they end up chasing the pain. It’s a 
great way to start, but it doesn’t get to the 
actual problem.

“In Eastern medicine, it’s about wholeness, 
oneness, things working together. 
Humans use the words ‘body’ and ‘mind,’ 
but you can’t separate them. They always 
talk to each other.

“I think of myself as someone who tries 
to teach people to stand back and look at 
what I call the eagle view—the big picture 
view, rather than the mouse view.”
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“Humans use the words ‘body’ 
and ‘mind,’ but you can’t 
separate them. They always 
talk to each other.” 
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Dr. Perry has a different way of doing 
things. He doesn’t typically teach 
techniques because he has found that if 
you have the wrong strategy, the technique 
isn’t going to work. 

He also recognizes that medicine often 
makes finding a solution seem complicated 
and can be very overwhelming. He’s 
passionate about showing people simple 
things they can do to get better. 

“Over the years, I’ve learned that one 
of the reasons people don’t get better 
is that they do too many things at once, 
causing the system to get overwhelmed 
and unable to tolerate it. Your system is 
designed to protect you, sometimes by 
stopping anything from changing. 

“To start with, when people are in pain or 
disease, they often resent their body and 
feel it’s broken. They may feel ashamed 
that they can’t recover. All of those things 
feed inflammation.”
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Dr. Perry started the Stop Chasing Pain 
podcast 12 years ago out of a love of learning 
and educating people without hitting 
them over the head with information. 

It’s no surprise that getting out in nature 
(sans technology) and grounding makes 
Dr. Perry happy. He enjoys silence and 
takes a journal with him wherever he goes. 
“Out in nature, a lot of things will come 
to you. Take in the experience and write 
everything down. Something magical 
happens in your nervous system when 
you put pen to paper. 

“The body is like an electrical charging 
device. You’ve got to be around people 
who lift you up. Get in the sun and breathe 
in oxygen. You have to put your body on 
the earth, which is called grounding, and 
get the energy into your system. You’ve 
got to recharge your batteries.”

Dr. Perry Nickelston not only helps people 
to Stop Chasing Pain… he also gives them 
strategies to have a new lease on life. 

Health & Fitness Category 
Director

Christine Franklyn
healthandfitness@podcastmagazine.com

Dr. Perry works with clients to get to the root of their pain
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FIBROMYALGIA PODCAST

Host of the Fibromyalgia Podcast, Tami 
Stackelhouse, is a natural behind the mic—
and her passion for helping those living with 
fibromyalgia is unmistakable. 

She shares her wealth of knowledge freely 
in each bi-weekly episode, so listeners have 
the information they need to feel better and 
have meaningful conversations with medical 
practitioners.

An author and fibromyalgia coach, Tami is 

on a mission to help people living with this 
illness take control of their lives and feel 
empowered to enjoy life. Her guests range 
from traditional doctors and researchers to 
alternative treatment providers.

She also interviews those who have “before 
and after” stories to share, as a source of 
encouragement. In her “Ask the Coach” 
episodes, she answers questions submitted 
by listeners.

Tami is an inspiration. She was diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia in 2007. It was so debilitating 
that she filed for Social Security disability in 
2008, but by 2010, she didn’t qualify anymore 
because her health had improved dramatically. 
In fact, her fibromyalgia is in remission.

Whether you don’t understand your 
medication choices or are wondering whether 
surgery for another condition is a good idea, 
the Fibromyalgia Podcast is a super-valuable 
resource for you. 

Christine’s Independent Review Of A Health & Fitness Podcast 
You Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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THE PROFESSIONAL PODCASTER

H O W  A B O U T 
A  P O D C A S T I C 
A U D I O B O O K ?
Malcolm Gladwell. 

Malcolm started his journalism career working for The 
American Spectator, The Washington Post, and The 
New Yorker. Then, in 2000, he wrote his first bestselling 
book, The Tipping Point, which launched his journey 
as a serial author. 

In 2016, he started Revisionist History, a 10-episodes-
per-season podcast. 

It was three years later in 2019 when he combined his 
two loves. 

He wrote the book Talking to Strangers, for which he 
created an audiobook piggybacking on all he learned 
as a podcaster. 

Sure, it’s Malcolm reading the words of the book, 
but it’s also so much more than that. It’s media clips, 
commentary, and humor… and sometimes, it feels like 
he’s having a conversation with the listener (or maybe 
that’s part of the book?). 
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H O W  A B O U T 
A  P O D C A S T I C 
A U D I O B O O K ?

But the bottom line is, he didn’t let the 
custom of “read every word and only 
every word” stop him from producing a 
much more engrossing piece. And people 
love it. 

So much so that Daniel Ek, the CEO 
of Spotify, is betting their future on 
audiobooks. Spotify sees audiobooks 
as a $10B industry that will easily grow 
to $70B with the way audio content 
has taken off over the last six years. In 
so doing, Spotify bought audiobook 
company Findaway in June. 

Molly Ruland, the CEO of Heartcast 
Media, a full-service content-production 
company, is perfectly poised for the 
growth. She was equally inspired by 
the non-traditional nature of Gladwell’s 
audiobook, and hers is one of the few 
podcast-production companies that also 
specializes in audiobooks. 

Molly is so passionate about the idea of 
podcasters creating audiobooks for their 
listeners that they have spent ample 
energy on building an army of narrators, 
editors, and staff to help authors get their 
voice into readers’ headphones. 

For podcasters, an audiobook should be a 
no-brainer. Podcast listeners are already 
binging episodes which, on a road trip, is 
akin to the amount of time it takes to listen 
to a full audiobook. And with audiobook 
marketplaces often being separate from 
podcast directories, why wouldn’t you 
want to be found there? 

Perhaps the biggest prospective hurdle 

for a podcaster to overcome is the idea 
of writing a book. But in reality, the book 
probably already exists in the form of old 
episodes. A trip to Otter.ai to have them 
transcribed followed by a trip to Fiverr to 
have them edited can easily result in the 
bones of a book. 

Alternatively, there are many ghostwriting 
services available, like TheUrbanWriters.com. 

Since audiobook production is a bit 
different than podcasts, especially when it 
comes to learning all the details that need 
to be taken care of to submit the book to 
audiobook platforms, it probably makes 
sense to hire a team. 

Heartcast Media in the U.S. (and Shiggi 
Paktar’s Audiofy.me in the U.K) are both 
great places to get the digital work done. 

Once you have a manuscript, you’ll 

Spotify sees audiobooks 
as a $10B industry that 
will easily grow to $70B 
with the way audio 
content has taken off 
over the last six years. 
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The Professional Podcaster

Dan R Morris
propodcasters@podcastmagazine.com
TracingThePath  

need to record yourself reading the book. (If you have 
audiobook ideas outside of the one related to your 
podcast, Heartcast has a full staff of narrators who 
could do that part for you). 

If you’re planning to create a more “podcast-y” 
audiobook, then along with the recording, you’ll need 
to go through the steps to add any third-party content 
you want included. This is where it makes a lot of sense 
to get very organized before starting. You’ll also want 
to have detailed notes indicating where inserts go 
afterward, or you’ll spend a ton of time searching. 

Another somewhat technical aspect is making sure to 
produce the right output for the different audiobook 
platforms. That involves processing the audio to a 
certain volume, format, and other technical aspects. 

One of Amazon’s features is an audiobook that syncs 
with the regular book, so a new English learner, for 
instance, could hear the audio while following along 
in the book. This method requires the audiobook be an 
exact word-for-word replica of the print book. This may 
not be of interest to a podcaster. 

Both Heartcast and Audiofy.me take the technical know-
how out of the process for those who’d rather skip the 
learning curve and get straight to the product. Through 
either, you can choose a narrator, have the audio 
processed with chapter marks and all the technical 
stuff, and get it uploaded to the various platforms. 

All in all, it makes sense for a podcaster’s voice to be found 
in both podcast directories and audiobook marketplaces. 
So don’t wait for the growth wave to be over… get in the 
database now, while you’re easier to find. 
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A recording studio would be nice, eh? 

So many of us are recording amazing podcasts in our home 
offices, walk-in closets, and zip-up recording booths we got 
on Amazon. And while we do our best to find the quiet spot 
in the house, most of us don’t invest time and money to 
understand the problems we need to be tackling. 

But the good thing is… there are people out there who 
know everything about making our podcasts sound great. 

Robb Wenner is the Director of Artist Relations at Auralex, 
a company focused on helping their clients control 
unwanted sound. When folks like Dreamworks, ESPN, 
Klipsch, and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame trust their 
advice, you know they’ve got plenty of experience to 
handle our questions.

Recently, Robb spoke at the Nashville Podcasters Meetup 
about the science of sound. He also brought some Auralex 
products to show the audience how we can make our 
shows sound even better. 

Outside of microphone choice (which I covered in last 
month’s feature), there are three main areas that we 
need to focus on in our quest to produce professional-
quality sound. 

WHEN YOU 
RECORD IN  
YOUR DAUGHTER’S 
ROOM

GADGETS, GIZMOS & GEAR
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1. Plug Holes

Sound is a lot like water. If you filled your 
room with water, would it stay filled, or 
leak out? If there is a gap under your door 
or holes in your walls, the water would 
drain out. 

For podcasters, those holes also allow 
sound to come in. So, if you’re trying to 
record in your bedroom while your family 
is in the house, make sure to first plug the 
obvious holes. 

One hole you might not think about is glass 
(i.e., windows). Unless you live behind the 
pharmacy drive-through at Walgreens, the 
glass in your house isn’t going to muffle any 
sounds. So, consider windows as holes, 
and cover them with thick curtains. 

Drywall does muffle noise, but not very 
well. So, do the obvious thing, and move 
as far away from outside noise as possible. 
If the kids are in the lower front living 
room watching TV, don’t be afraid to 
record in the upper back bedroom on the 
opposite side of the house (even if that is 
your 13-year-old’s room—sometimes, the 
kids have to sacrifice for the team). 

2. Internal Echo

Whether it’s your home office or your 
daughter’s bedroom, now’s the time to 
consider the internal features of the 
recording area itself. 

The biggest problem we face in a home 
situation is echo. Wood floors, wide 
desktops, windows, ceilings, and walls all 
reflect sound, which is then picked up by 
the microphone and likely heard by the 
listening audience. 

So, put yourself into the spot where you 
would be recording. Pretend you are 
playing pool. If you hit the ball straight 
forward, what would it do? If there is 
a wall directly in front of you, the ball 
would likely hit the wall and come straight 
back to you. This is the area where you 
definitely need something to absorb the 
sound, like a foam acoustic panel. 

Do the same thing looking slightly left, 
all the way left, behind you, above you, 
and below you. Where will all the sound 
reverb come from? 

If your floor is carpeted, you likely already 
have a sound-absorption piece in place. 
But if you have a wood floor, you may 
want to consider covering it with pillows 
or blankets before you start recording. 

For the walls and ceiling around you, 
there are a variety of acoustic panels 
(foam and otherwise) you can get to help 
mitigate sound problems. 

Robb showcased a couple different 
products that could specifically help 
podcasters in their home studios: 
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There are three main 
areas that we need 
to focus on in our 
quest to produce 
professional-quality 
sound. 
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Absorption Panels

Foam panels are great because they serve 
two purposes. First, they absorb 75% of 
the sound that comes at them. Second, 
they reflect the sound away from your 
recording source. Placing them above 
your recording location and then at voice 
level around you in the room is the first 
step in changing your home studio into a 
professional recording situation. 

If your husband, wife, or daughter says 
you can’t permanently install them in your 
space, then you have to get a bit creative. 
For instance, you could install them on 
plywood that you bring into your room on 
recording days and set against the wall. 
Alternatively, you could install them with 
the Velcro tabs from 3M instead (good 
luck with that). 

Or, you can get portable panels that sit on 
your desk and hug your recording area. 

The bottom line is that finding a creative 
way to add foam sound-absorption panels 
will improve your space. 

Bass Traps

Ever go to a church with an organ? Do you 
recall that looming bass sound coming 
from it that just envelops the room? 

Low frequencies can really wreak 
havoc on sound quality. And while the 
absorption foam on your walls is good, 
the corners of a room really accentuate 
the bass soundwaves. 

Bass traps are foam corner pieces that 
specifically absorb low-frequency sounds. 
The sound enters the foam bass trap 
but doesn’t leave. These are especially 
important when you’re working in a 
room where large, flat surfaces meet at 
90-degree angles. 
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Studiofoam® Wedge™ panels reduce 
mid-high frequency reflections, 
flutter echo, room ring, and 
excessive reverberation

LENRD®, which 
stands for 
Low-End Node 
Reduction Device, 
is the original 
commercially 
available corner bass 
trap. LENRD is a one-of-
a-kind design and is made from 
genuine Auralex® Studiofoam®,  
the world standard since 1977.
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Companies spend thousands of dollars 
hiring firms like Auralex to come in and 
create recording spaces, which means 
getting an NPR-quality sound at home is 
difficult to achieve. 

But you can definitely improve your space, 
and if your show is really good, give your 
audience that gift of focus, because what 

you’re saying is probably more important 
than the sound in the background they’re 
trying to filter out. 

Gadgets, Gizmos & Gear

Dan R Morris
prodreviews@podcastmagazine.com
TracingThePath  

Companies spend thousands of dollars hiring 
firms like Auralex to come in and create 
recording spaces, which means getting an NPR-
quality sound at home is difficult to achieve. 

Did you know that 45% 
of monthly podcast 
listeners have a 
household income 
over $75,000?*

*Source: Edison Research Infinite Dial 2019 

IT’S TRUE!
Reach them with 
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IN LEISURE?
Amplifi Media recently published two articles about the number of 
truly active podcasts. According to it, only four percent of podcasts 

with more than 10 episodes had published a new episode in the week 
prior to the publishing of the article. 

Of those podcasts, the Religion and Spirituality Category had produced 
the most episodes—24,771. That was followed by Business with 16,867, 
Society with 15,007, and News with 14,165. 

Almost at the bottom of the list were the Leisure category and 
sub-categories. In fact, between Automotive, Hobbies, 
and Games... only 426 episodes had been released. 

The Leisure Category actually includes podcasts 
about Anime, Manga, Automotive, Aviation, Crafts, 

Games, Hobbies, Home & Garden, and Video Games—a 
pretty eclectic mix of topics and likely the only place 

you’ll find Home & Garden and Anime in the same place. 

With seemingly little competition compared to some of 
the other categories, are independents finding themselves 

at the top of the charts for Leisure podcasts, or 
have the big companies seen the low 
competition as a way to dominate 
the category? 

Let’s break down the Top 10 shows in 
the Leisure Category as seen on the 

Apple Podcasts Charts. 

BEYOND THE MICROPHONE

What’s Happening
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Car Talk  
Car Talk makes sense as the number-one show in the Leisure 
category because it’s been around since 1977 and has amassed 
quite an audience. Of course, back when it originated, it was just 
Tom and Ray talking shop on a Boston radio station with zero pay. 

Tom and Ray’s personalities shined, and they gained listeners 
every year. In 1987, NPR took the show national, introducing 
Tom and Ray to millions. They even got a syndicated newspaper 
column called “Click & Clack,” which grew their world even more. 
When it comes to radio shows, there are few as big as Car Talk. 

Duck Call Room  
Far from an independent show, Duck Call Room is a spin-off 
of the 11-season top-rated show Duck Dynasty. The familiar 
characters of the entire Robertson clan (yes, including Uncle 
Si) bring their stories and frivolity to this podcast. 

It was launched back in deep COVID days of 2020 and has 
racked up 181 episodes, with new ones released every three 
to five days. Episodes are simultaneously posted to their 
YouTube channel, as well, which boasts 105K subscribers.

Critical Role  
What measurement can be used to determine a podcast’s 
quality? Perhaps a clue can be found in the podcast Critical 
Role—a Dungeons & Dragons-based show launched in 2015 that 
has since broadened to several spin-offs and related shows. One 
of those spin-offs holds the number-four spot on the charts. 
What’s amazing about that is that it’s not even an active show, 
having recorded their final episode in January of 2022. 

Critical Role’s current season is currently ranked number two. 
While the show may be considered an independent, it has 
grown dramatically in size, revenue, and staff. 

1

2

3

4/
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Clutterbug  
Clutterbug is just one arm of the empire Cassandra Aarssen 
built with her blog and business, Clutterbug Organizing 
Services in Ontario, Canada. 

The podcast started in 2016 putting out episodes at varied 
and random intervals. Now, 153 episodes in, new ones are 
released every week. 

In addition to the podcast, Clutterbug fans can find Cassandra 
on HGTV’s Hot Mess House, in books, collections at the 
Container Store and Target, and on Instagram and YouTube.

Trash Taste Podcast  
Bookwalker is a Japanese eBook store that sells manga, light 
novels, and magazines all based on Japanese culture. In 2019, 
they created the talent agency GeeXPlus with the purpose of 
finding influencers to promote Japanese brands. 

In 2020, they brought together three stars together in Tokyo 
to create this podcast. Joey Bizinger, known as “The Anime 
Man,” had an Anime YouTube channel which had already hit 
1,000,000 fans. Garnt Maneetapho, known as “Gigguk,” already 
had a successful YouTube channel and produced an anime 
film series called Evangelion. And finally, Connor Coquhoun, 
known as “CDawgVA,” was a Welsh YouTuber who also did 
voiceover work for Anime films.

The Smoking Tire  
The Smoking Tire is the first true independent podcast on 
the list. Going through the episodes, it is clear that the show 
got popular in 2020 as they started to attract bigger guests.

It boasts 60K fans on YouTube and has 300+ episodes on Apple 
Podcasts. The most interesting thing about this automotive-
based conversation show is that the episodes hover around 
90 minutes long but very often exceed two hours (only on six 
occasions are they under one hour). 

Today, The Smoking Tire comes out twice a week in both 
podcast and YouTube formats.

5

7

6
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The Carpool with Kelly and Lizz  
Kelly Stumpe grew up in the automotive world, as her family-
owned car dealerships in the St. Louis. In 2020, with baby 
number two on the way, Kelly started The Car Mom as a way 
to take advantage of her vast automotive knowledge, help 
moms like herself, and drive revenue for her family. 

Today, Kelly and her sister Lizz host The Carpool, an 
entertaining conversation about cars, providing car reviews 
for moms. 

KindaFunny Games Daily  
Greg Miller and Colin Moriarty, editors of IGN, one of the 
biggest video game and entertainment websites, started a 
side project in 2014 that they eventually called “FunnyGames.” 

Funny Games runs two YouTube channels, a few podcasts, and 
a popular Twitch account. KindaFunny Games Daily is their 
new gaming podcast. Episodes come out almost daily and 
hover around an hour long. It is simulcast on YouTube and in 
podcast format and is now over 300 shows.

While the Leisure Category also includes 
Aviation, Crafts, Games, Hobbies, and 
Home & Garden podcasts, it remains the 
least competitive of podcast category of all. 

Past Gas by Donut Media  
Past Gas is the fourth automotive podcast in this Top 10.

Uploaded every Sunday, this podcast talks about important 
and significant events in automotive history. It’s hosted by 
Nolan John Sykes, James Pumphrey, and Joe Weber. 

Past Gas is one of the shows put out by Donut Media that 
was started in 2015 by a former Paramount TV executive, 
Matt Levin. It received seed funding in 2018. 

8

10

9

Leisure Category Director

Dan R Morris
leisure@podcastmagazine.com
TracingThePath  
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Dan’s Independent Review Of A Leisure Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

HEY RIDDLE RIDDLE

It was an icicle that broke the window. That’s 
why there was water on the sill but no other 
evidence. 

Who doesn’t love a riddle? 

For Adal, Erin, and John—all improvisers—
the idea of a podcast that talks and jokes its 
way to answering riddles was the perfect 
concept. But as comedians and jokesters, 
solving every riddle the proper way isn’t 
always the goal of the episode. 

And it’s not just riddles, per se. These co-hosts 
cover brainteasers, puzzles, logic questions, 
and more head-scratching queries. 

Each week, one of the improvisers picks out 
the riddles, some of which are submitted 
by listeners while others are gathered from 
riddle books. Then, the hosts create improv 
scenes and all kinds of comedy hi-jinks. 

There is always a nice soundscape every 
time the scene improvisation begins, which 
is a great audio technique that elevates the 
listener experience for sure. 

The hosts make the show funny and enjoyable 
with their competitive nature when it comes 
to solving the puzzles. It is one of the few 
shows that most of their reviews say, “Made 
me laugh out loud.” 

And the best part? Even if they never figure 
out the answer on their own, they always 
tell you the official answer at the end, so you 
don’t have to go searching for it. 
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A Tea Break That Changes Lives

DEVELOPING 
MINDS

Scroll through the list of podcasts focused 
on software development, and you will find 
the expected foci—specific programming 
languages, navigating your career as a 
coder, or tips and tricks for writing better 
code. And many of them are quite good. 

What you don’t often find is a show focused 
on helping engineers and developers find 
clarity, perspective, and purpose via short 
‘bursts’ of useful content.

Enter Jonathan Cutrell, host and founder 
of Developer Tea, a podcast devoted to 
helping developers improve their lives 
and careers. Jonathan lives and breathes 
the world of software development in his 
career, and he can relate to what other 
developer engineers are going through. 
His goal is to “help developers connect to 
their ultimate purpose and excel at their 
work, so that they can positively impact 
the people they influence.” 

INTERVIEW
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Can you already tell this is not your average 
coder podcast?

Jonathan conceptualized Developer Tea 
as a result of his desire to walk around the 
block of his neighborhood in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, while listening and learning. 
He had searched for a show to listen to but 
couldn’t find one that fit into the timeframe of 
his walk. Most were two hours long, and his 
walk was a lot shorter. He also wanted single 
episodes versus shows that were episodic. 

Being into music, he already had all the 
equipment required to record his own 
podcast. If he wanted to walk, listen, and 
learn, he figured others did, too.

Plus, he decided it was time for him to give 
back for all the mentoring he had received 
throughout his successful career in tech. 

The show started out in a five-to-seven-
minute format and morphed into a coffee-
break style consisting of around ten-to-
twenty-minute segments. Yes, there are 
some episodes that go longer, but most 
follow the original intention of “walk, 
listen, learn.” 

Now with 1100+ episodes and over 15 
million downloads under his belt, the 
format seems to be working. Not bad for 
someone who originally thought he would 
be a studio musician. In some ways, he 
actually is… though a “musician of the 
spoken word” might be more accurate.

Jonathan, his wife Lauren, and their two 
children, Liam and Nova, live in Nashville 
now in a fly-in community with his dad 
nearby. With flying being another of his 

passions, he owns a Cessna 182, and has 
used it to fly his family to Alabama, New 
Mexico, and the Gulf Shores for trips. 

To Jonathan, flying is a release—one that, 
if he “goes high enough, all else falls away.” 
He would love to be able to feel this on the 
ground, too, but admits it is harder. In the 
air, his focus is on the keeping the plane 
flying. That takes all his attention, which 
leaves him at peace. He knows that having 
his own plane is a privilege and considers 

“[Ultimately, I hope] 
folks seek more 
information, pause 
before taking action, 
and think first.”
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“Personal notes matter 
to podcasters. We care 
about YOU and your 
thoughts more than  
you think .”
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himself very fortunate to be able to fly and 
keep the plane on his property. 

Similar to flying, his show took off with 
incredible speed. He doesn’t know why, 
exactly, but he is grateful to the fans 
who keep downloading it and writing 
to him. He doesn’t credit his success to 
unique content, but rather believes it 
is its accessibility to almost anybody. 
Researching, “thinking hard and exploring 
topics,” is what drives him to keep putting 
content out, because he learns something 
on every episode. Many of his episodes are 
a result of “thoughts over time—a lifetime 
of data-gathering.”

While preparing each episode, Jonathan 
said, “I have a diagram in my head that 
visually represents what I am presenting.” 
It denotes an “internal reference in a visual 
way,” and he tries to shape each episode by 
it, so if a spot on the diagram is missing, 
he can fill it in. That diagram is also how 
he works in his day-to-day career. He 
hopes to continue to find ways to teach his 
listeners the tools he uses every day that 
make him successful in business and life.

Ultimately, after each episode, Jonathan 
hopes that “folks change the way they are 
thinking and the way they think.” He wants 
listeners to “seek more information, pause 
before taking action, and think first.” 

He doesn’t know if he would have the job 
he has today if it wasn’t for his podcast. 
It’s made him think about what matters, 
learn to plan and communicate, and even 
get to know his listeners… who are very 
important to him. 

Jonathan wants to hear from listeners. 
He said, “People who seem inaccessible 
or indifferent to being contacted because 
of what they do or who you perceive them 
to be are not as inaccessible as you might 
believe. Just reach out to us. You might 
be surprised. Personal notes matter to 
podcasters. We care about YOU and your 
thoughts more than you think.”

In regard to that last thought, one could say 
that Jonathan Cutrell is flying high… yet his 
feet remain planted firmly on the ground. 

Technology Category Director

Laura Steward
technology@podcastmagazine.com
It’s all about the questions  

Jonathan with his wife
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Laura’s Independent Review Of A Technology Podcast You’ve 
Definitely Heard Of... But Might Want To Reconsider Listening To

WEB3 WAVES

I’ve never done an overrated review before, 
and this was somewhat unexpected—I truly 
wanted to like this podcast. I thought it 
would help me understand Web3 and how 
it is different. Yet the show feels like it is no 
different than every other digital branding/
marketing podcast already out there. Maybe 
the hosts need to feel their way around what 
listeners want? 

There are only seven episodes so far. They 
claim they have a large Discord community 

where people can ask questions, and the 
podcast feels like a way for them to feed that 
community and build clients. I don’t have a 
problem with that in and of itself. I just want 
the show to give me something different, as 
they promise in their advertisements, than 
what I could find on any other tech-based 
marketing podcast. I want to get answers to 
questions I didn’t even know to ask. 

Instead, the show leaves me wondering why I 
should listen to these folks over other shows 
that give more.

I hope the show figures itself out. 
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Your Partners In The Parenting Journey

MOMS 
ON CALL 

Being a new mom can lead to a lonely 
place if you don’t have other mom friends 
around to commiserate with. Listening to 
a podcast through which you can resonate 
with other moms who are struggling, 
too, and hearing answers to questions 
you feel too vulnerable to ask is a great 
feeling for those who long to be heard 
and understood. It’s like you’ve found 
your crew.

Laura Hunter and Jennifer Walker, hosts 
of Moms On Call, share a goal to serve all 
families, creating a space for them to reach 
out while letting them know that they’re 
not alone in the motherhood journey. 

The friendship of these kindred spirits 
grew when they both worked as on-call 
nurses at a busy pediatric office in Atlanta. 
The two were the lucky ones doing the 
after-hours calls for the practice. 

One day, their boss had a brilliant idea—to 
start seeing their new families in person. 
He wanted Laura and Jennifer to go out 
into the homes of these new parents 
and provide them with basic day-to-day 
support. Armed with their little folders 
and tools for doing so, the friends did just 
that, giving numerous new moms the love 
and support they needed. 

But they ended up offering much more 
than just the day-to-day basics.

“We were coming from the perspective of 
two moms who were also in the midst of it, 
ourselves. But we also had the confidence 
to go into these houses to learn what was 
happening in the families and connecting 
with heart. It was just so huge,” Jennifer 
shared. “We felt a responsibility to bring 
that to a larger audience.”

When they started Moms On Call, it 
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The Moms On Call Podcast hosts 
Laura Hunter, LPN (left) and 
Jennifer Walker, RN, BSN

“You are strong, 
adaptable, and 
resilient, and so are 
your kids. You can 
absolutely do this.”
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was just a folder that they printed off of 
their computer. But one day, they did a 
consultation for Kenny Rogers. While 
Kenny was flipping through their folder, 
he said, “No, no, it ain’t copyrighted. It’ll 
be copyrighted tomorrow morning.”

Sure enough, the next morning, his 
attorneys from Nashville called, saying, 
“Look! You can’t hit a bullseye without 
throwing a few darts. Girls, this is worth 
throwing a few darts.”

And that’s what they did. They self-
published, adding DVDs to the back of 
their book and packaging all their orders 
in the basement.

“There was no YouTube then, or any other 
easy way to get the information to these 
families.

This was just one of the ways that we knew 
we could help them… to give them some 

really quick tidbits and support them right 
where they were,” Laura shared. 

As they listened and answered questions 
from parents throughout the years, they 
noticed they often received the same ones.

“When we did our speaking engagements, 
we found that people loved listening 
to somebody else’s question. By doing 
so and hearing the advice offered, it’s 
like getting a little peek into the lives 
of other parents who have babies and 
toddlers and what they’re going through. 
We found that so encouraging. So that’s 
the format we’ve landed on—we just 
answer parents’ questions like we would 
when we were at the office… it’s a lot of 
fun,” Jennifer said. Laura and Jennifer’s 
desire to support and help moms feel 
less alone inspired them to start the 
Moms On Call podcast.

Jennifer recalled, “When we would go into 

The Moms On Call Podcast 
has helped over 750,000 
parents navigate their 
child’s first four years with 
confidence, clarity, and 
better sleep
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JENNIFER &
LAURA
listen to

The Upside  
with Callie and  
Jeff Dauler

Against the Odds

The show is a real and 
honest take on day-to-
day life. Always finding 
humor in the silly and 
serious things going on 
and the UPSIDE in every 
situation. 

In our toughest 
moments, we will fight, 
we will struggle, and 
we will triumph... often 
against the odds.
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the homes of all these different families—
families who had dreams, families who 
were exhausted—we would try to help 
them get organized, give them confidence, 
and answer their questions. We let them 
know that they weren’t doing it alone. I 
wanted to invite people into our friendship 
and leave them with the confidence to do 
the things that resonated with them as a 
parent. And that was our tagline for the 
podcast: ‘The best decision is the one that 
you make.’”

For them, the podcast is a vehicle that 
allows voices be heard. It’s also a blast, 
for these friends and co-hosts.

“Jennifer and I have tried so hard to build 
a show based on a foundation of access 
to other opinions and voices. We want 
to give back some confidence… some 
hope to families who sometimes seem 
to be drowning. Other times, they’re 
figuring it out pretty well, but they just 
need somebody to come alongside them,”  
said Laura. 

Laura and Jennifer believe there are some 
beautiful things residing in each person’s 
heart that could help other people.

“Bring it out. You have no idea the impact 
those things can have. You might save a 
parent from chaos, or make somebody 
laugh when she feels like crying, or give 
somebody confidence.”

That confidence is what Jennifer saw in 
Laura.

“I watched her give that to other people. 
So, we worked together to do that on a 

larger scale through the podcast. She 
recognized in me the potential for books 
and resources, and she spoke into that. We 
work together to bring these things out in 
others,” said Jennifer.

“Look! You can’t hit 
a bullseye without 
throwing a few darts. 
Girls, this is worth 
rolling a few darts.” 
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Moms On Call can be considered a partner 
on the parenting journey. Offering online 
courses, books, essential products, apps, 
and more through their website, it’s basically 
a one-stop shop through which they harness 
every type of digital technology in order to 
get their message out.

“But we wanted it to be even more,” Laura 
said. “And that’s where that Knowledge Center 
comes into play. The Knowledge Center is 
where you find the blog posts and free videos 
that talk about the basics. We wanted to make 
that accessible for every parent who has a 
need and desire to watch it. 

“Additional free resources there include the 
solid food introduction calendar and the 
pre-made progression cheat sheet families 
can customize. We just want to get the 
information to as many families as possible.”

Curating all this amazing content into one 
place is a true gift to moms.

“We really tried to make it simple and 
fun,” Jennifer said.

Laura and Jennifer have gotten amazing 
results from their resources that continue 
to blow them away.

“In one magazine interview, the writer 
asked Gigi Hadid about a book that 
inspired her, and she said, Mom On Call. 
We are so thankful that our book has done 
that for her,” Laura said.

They also receive overwhelming feedback 
and emails from moms who are thankful 
to the pair for saving their life. 

Laura and Jennifer are also thankful for 
The Mom On Call community, which has 
been so kind and generous to them.

They would like to leave parents reading 
this article the following advice:

“You are strong, adaptable, and resilient, 
and so are your kids. You can absolutely 
do this. Even if you didn’t have access to 
the entire internet or any technology at 
all, you can be an awesome parent.”  

Kids & Family Category Director

Michelle Abraham
kidsandfamily@podcastmagazine.com

Blissful Parenting  

Got a Kids & Family suggestion?

Let us know!
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THE NO-PROBLEM 
PARENTING™ PODCAST

Jaci Finneman, host of No-Problem 
Parenting™, not only provides solid 
actionable advice for parents that actually 
works, but she has also brings incredible 
guests on, too! 

“Become the confident leader your kids 
crave you to be.” 

When Jaci said those words to me during 
a recent interview on my podcast, Blissful 
Parenting, it sent goosebumps up my arms. 

That powerful statement literally stopped 
me in my tracks. Yes, your kids crave you to 
lead them! 

That is just one example of the power-
packed, down-to-earth, practical, fun, no-
nonsense, and “bassakwards” tips and ideas 
for navigating this thing we call “parenting” 
offered on the podcast. 

You’ll hear not only from Jaci and her 
incredible experts, but also from other No-
Problem Parents who share their stories. 
Some will make you feel better about yourself 
and others, motivating you to strengthen 
your relationship with your kids. 

I enjoy listening to this podcast! 

Michelle’s Independent Review Of A Kids & Family Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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Tal Minear’s Search For Joy In A Diverse Life

SWORDFIGHTS 
& ENGINEERING
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As the great Mark Twain once said, “Find 
a job you enjoy doing, and you will never 
have to work a day in your life.” The jury 
is still out on whether Twain was correct, 
but it is a nice sentiment. 

It is a common human experience to seek 
joy and contentment in one’s life by figuring 
out how to get paid to do something you 
love, but only a fraction of people can do 
just that. Tal Minear (they/them), an indie 
audio fiction podcaster and creator of an 
impressive catalogue of shows (v), has a 
response to the adage: 

What if there’s another way to have a full 
life?

Long gone are the days of BEING “the 
job.” New phrases like “quiet quitting” 
and “mental health day” are becoming 
more prevalent in society as workers put 
a higher priority on self-care than slaving 
all day for a company that ultimately views 
them as replaceable dollar signs. 

People are opting to supplement their 
fulfillment outside the workplace, Minear 
being one of them. They’re currently quite 
happy with their position as a mechanical 
engineer in the Research & Development 
Department for a lighting company, and 
their career has also helped them cultivate 
several useful hard and soft skills—such 
as project management and agile critical 
thinking—that lend well to being the 
showrunner of a podcast (or in Minear’s 
case, podcasts). 

However, Minear also has myriad hobbies 
that they engage in on their personal time, 

and it is in these activities that they are 
able to truly be who they are.

Based out of California, Minear is not just a 
mechanical engineer and podcaster. They 
are also an accomplished swordsmith and 
have been practicing medieval martial 
arts for the last five years. Their collection 
of swords sits in a stand in their home, 
proudly displaying their favorite weapons, 
and Minear makes sure to spend time 
with their sword-fighting community 
regularly, engaging in sparring matches 
with consenting, like-minded individuals. 
When asked what they most value about 
sword-fighting, Minear said, “The idea is 
to look at how these plays or counters were 
done back in the high times of knighthood 
and then learn and apply them in practice. 
It’s really good exercise, and it’s also really 
fun to spar.” They added, “It’s exciting to 
bring things that are in this really old text 
written by long-dead men to life.”

Minear also dabbles in painting, focusing 
mostly on landscapes and animal life. 
Most recently, they have been inspired by 
their cats, Emma, Leggy, and Arwen, as well 

“It is a common human 
experience to seek joy 
and contentment in 
one’s life by figuring out 
how to get paid to do 
something you love, but 
only a fraction of people is 
able to do just that.” 
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as the fish and other animals at their local 
aquarium. Painting is oftentimes considered 
a meditative practice, and the motions of 
putting a brush to canvas to create a work of 
art can be an effective mindfulness exercise. 
Minear’s walls are speckled with art, 
livening up their environment and giving 
it a cheerful ambiance. If nothing else, the 
art and swords are excellent conversation 
pieces for visitors.

Mechanical engineering, sword fighting, 
and painting might seem to be enough 
to fill a person’s schedule completely, 
but Minear also makes time to write, 
publishing articles on Medium and the 
Simplecast blog. Their work caters to 
podcast creators—audio drama creators, 
specifically—detailing the nuts and 
bolts of the behind-the-scenes activities 
necessary to run one’s own show (such 
as crowdfunding and casting) while also 
shedding light on the trans and nonbinary 
experience in the podcasting space. 

A champion for diversity and inclusion, 
Minear devotes a large chunk of time to 
fighting for a space where folks like them 
can have a voice in a world that seems to go 
out of its way to quiet them. Being publicly 
vocal about hot-button issues sometimes 
results in Minear catching the ire of the 

internet, but they’re more than willing to 
shoulder that brunt if it means the world 
will be better as a result. 

Despite the sometimes-negative feedback 
to their views, Minear does engage in 
positive, progressive discussions that 
focus on how conferences and other 
public events can make themselves more 
inclusive, fun, and safe for everyone. It’s 
a difficult battle, especially since there is 
currently so much opposition to Minear’s 
efforts. That doesn’t mean that they are 
going to give up, however. 

In a recent article they wrote on Medium, 
Minear stated, “I’m not going to stop being 
queer and nonbinary; I’m not going to 
stop being a podcaster, and I’m not going 
to stop pushing this industry in a better 
direction. Get used to it.” 

Get used to it, indeed, because Minear 
isn’t going anywhere. 

FIC
TIO

N

Fiction Category Director

Stef Howerton
fiction@podcastmagazine.com
SPECTRE  

November/December 2022   |   PodcastMagazine.comPAGE 80

mailto:fiction%40podcastmagazine.com%20?subject=
https://SPECTREpod.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/what-will-be-here/id1521351411
https://sidequestingpod.com/
https://sditepod.com/


HUMAN ERROR

With a debut in August of this past year, 
Human Error is a new audio drama podcast 
created by Ali Hylton that tells the story 
of Billie, a young adult who travels across 
the hostile landscape of a future version of 
South-Central Texas. 

Society has imploded due to a virus that 
has transformed large swaths of humanity 
into zombie-esque creatures called “Errors.” 
Billie joins forces with a group of fellow 
survivors as they search for safety and a 

cure for the virus. Only it’s not that simple. 
It never is, is it?

Diving into loss, love, and the ever-driving 
pursuit of hope and salvation in the most 
desperate and desolate of experiences, 
Human Error is a poignant observation of 
the nature of humanity and how extreme 
circumstances can be an effective way of 
finding out who a person really is. With 
engaging sound design and superb voice 
acting that pulls the listener in within a 
matter of seconds in the first episode, Hylton 
deftly creates a slow-burn narrative that 
reveals the plot to listeners bit by bit while 
also fully immersing them in a terrifying, 
apocalyptic world. 

If you’re a fan of The Phenomenon, We’re 
Alive, or The Walking Dead, give Human 
Error a try! 

Stef’s Independent Review Of A Fiction Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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NAVAL ACADEMY STAR 
TO NFL LEGEND

The Unbelievable Journey Of Naval Midshipman’s 
Rise To Greatness On & Off The Field

Mike Wahle is one of a few service-academy 
athletes to make it to the NFL. He leveraged 
his discipline and work ethic to ensure a 
successful NFL career, and many of the skills 
he learned at the Naval Academy supported 
his life after football as a family man and 
businessman. 

When Mike was younger, he wanted to be 
a pro athlete. He had solid grades and good 
parents. But he had no Plan B, which was 
frowned upon by at least one of his teachers 
who voiced that opinion. Still, Mike chose to 
focus solely on his goal. 

“I focused on being the best version of myself, 
and I lived out my dream,” he said.

Intent on joining the military, Mike did 
not party in high school. Despite his self-
control and understanding of the authority 
chain, though, he was not prepared. It took 
a lot of work. 
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Wanting to play for either USC or Cal, he 
connected with Coach Charlie Weatherby of 
the U.S. Naval Academy. The Academy had 
a tremendous staff, and Mike considered 
himself “so lucky to be with Paul Johnson.” 

He lifted weights and put in the time, but 
he also knew that nobody comes out of 
the Academy to go on to play in the NFL. 

“The coaching staff worked restrictions 
that required you had to serve for five 
years. They figured out a way to play ball,” 
Mike said.

Mike considered his Naval Academy 
teammates trustful and loyal. The players 
coming to the NFL came from the SEC, 
and many were ACC five-star athletes. 

“I was prepared to come into the league. 
I could practice hard, for as long as I 
wanted to. I never doubted I would be a 
professional athlete,” he shared.

Loving life, Mike ended up playing for 
the Green Bay Packers with a bunch of 
Hall of Famers. “The Packers are the best 
organization of professional sports. I am 
really lucky,” he said.

Mike also recognized the importance of 
life after football. 

“You still have 60 years left on this Earth. 
So you find things you’re passionate 
about. Everyone is different. A lot of your 
lessons learned will carry over to help you 
make that connection,” he said. 

Post football, Mike headed up two 
big ventures. The first is his business, 

Unrivaled Skill Systems, through which 
he teaches the state-of-the-art method of 
blocking and tackling. 

The second is his first podcast, Process 
to Perform. Through it, he was able to 
communicate with his players throughout 
COVID-19.

Mike said, “I created a podcast to 
maintain a community. It also allowed 
me to try and break down complex ideas 
into simpler ones.”

“I focused 
on being 
the best 
version of 
myself, and I lived out 
my dream.”
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Did you know that 45% 
of monthly podcast 
listeners have a 
household income 
over $75,000?*

*Source: Edison Research Infinite Dial 2019 

IT’S TRUE!
Reach them with 

Podcast Magazine

Visit PodcastMagazine.com/advertise 
or contact ads@podcastmagazine.com

®

Advertisement

Sports Category Director

Neil Haley
sports@podcastmagazine.com
The Neil Haley Show  

Next, the Bleav Podcast Network asked 
Mike to co-host a podcast with his 
former teammate Ahman Green. On My 
Block: A Green Bay Packers Podcast with 
Ahman Green and Mike Wahle is unlike 
other podcasts, as it breaks down the 
Packers through a player’s point of view 
to explain technique and strategy.  

Mike prepares for the podcast by 
watching local, college, and pro game 
film for 10 to 20 hours a week. He loves 
the podcast because it has taught him 
how to be in front of a microphone.  

He now has a goal of being on the Sunday 
Sitdown Show. His constant objective: to 
improve his ability to break down the game. 

The United States Naval Academy taught 

Mike to be a high performer on and 

off the field. He learned loyalty and 

dependability, which prepared him 

for the NFL and life after football. He 

understands the importance of family and 

friends and has since created a business 

that allows him to make a difference in 

young people’s lives. 
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THE DETROIT SPORTS PODCAST

The Detroit Sports Podcast was founded 
in 2013 when John Maakaron and Adam 
Strozynski decided to take their constant 
debates and sports banter to the airwaves. 
The early intention was to have fun and 
discuss all topics related to Detroit Sports, 
but as the audience constantly grew over 
the year, the duo set out to take the podcast 
to higher levels. A network of podcasts was 
created, bigger guests were booked, and a 
new goal was created: to build a podcast 
media company. Now, after nine years 

podcasting, John and Adam have enjoyed 
successful media careers and partnered with 
a major sports outlet.

The great thing about Detroit is that the 
fanbase for all teams is super passionate. 
John and Adam love the freedom of just 
being able to say whatever they want without 
having outside voices interfering with our 
creative process. What makes DocNJock 
successful is that John and Adam have 
completely different viewpoints on sports. 
So, if you are in the mood for great Detroit 
Sports content, you will enjoy their content.

The rise of podcasts over the past decade has 
been very rewarding. At first, many disregarded 
podcasters and felt it was a medium that didn’t 
have value. With the help of influencers and 
the intimate feel and on-demand nature of 
shows, podcasts are now mainstream. 

John and Adam take pride in bringing quality 
audio content to the best sports fans in the 
USA. Detroit fans are the best. 

Neil’s Independent Review Of A Sports Podcast You 
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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Throughout the year, Podcast Magazine® highlights tools 
and gadgets we think will be of interest to our readers. 
And in this issue, we’ve rounded them all up for you in our  
3rd Annual Buyers Guide!

On the pages that follow, you’ll find recommendations for 
your podcast-loving friends, family members, colleagues, 
etc. There’s really something for everyone!

You’ll also see a mix of paid listings as well as affiliate links 
(yes, that means we may receive compensation) for an 
assortment of books, equipment, and more that are perfect 
not only for holiday gift giving, but for any gift-giving occasion 
for years to come. (This includes treating yourself, of course!)

‘Tis the season—enjoy!

ANNUAL
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Special Advertising Section

1

2

My podcast is called Most Memorable 
Journeys. I talk about my travel 
memories and life journey. I have cool 
guests who talk to me about their 
travel memories and life journeys. 

Most Memorable Journeys

The book Bond girl Maud Adams (Octopussy) 
calls “a major contribution to the Bond literary 
legacy.” Featuring critical assessments of 
each film, eye-opening details about their 
production, and exclusive new interviews with 
talent from movies starring every 007 actor.

From Connery to Craig: 
The James Bond Film Series
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exinal@yahoo.com

Coauthor Gary 
Schneeberger
gary@weroar.la
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Business Success With Ease is an incredible 
resource compiling online and offline techniques 
to attract more clients, generate influence, and 
build your professional reputation. Countless 
insights, breakthrough innovations, and heartfelt 
inspirations prepare you to create your successful 
enterprise with ease.  

We believe in making a space for women to express 
their creativity and follow their callings! Our items 
promote faith, kindness, uniqueness, and humor.

Business Success With Ease Book

Shop Asha

Special Advertising Section
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5

How do you create that unique experience for your business that 
keeps customers coming back? Companies that offer exceptional 
experiences for their customers understand how. The Formula for 
Business Success = B + C + S provides that framework. 

The Formula for Business Success6

SCAN OR TAP 
THE CODE

This book is a quick guide about how 
to be a standup comic. The basics 
for a beginner, and advice to go from 
amateur to professional. A great 
Christmas gift for the funny person in 
your life! 

20 Questions Answered  
About Being a Standup 
Comic

4
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contact@abandp.com

rselaughs@aol.com

growth@ashamediaonline.com

kbator@btcinc.org
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Headliner helps you grow your podcast audience through 
video. Whether social video or full length episodes for 
YouTube, Headliner has you covered. You can manually 
create each video or hook up your RSS feed and automate 
the whole process! 

Enjoy that crisp winter weather in the Alpine—your 
fully waterproof, lightweight, minimalist snow 
boot. The Alpine keeps your feet dry with a fully 
seam-sealed inner bootie and a water-resistant 
membrane in the boot’s upper.

Headliner

Xero Shoes - Alpine

Special Advertising Section
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focusrite.com/vocaster

Dear Holiday Gift Giver,
We know that shopping for gifts for a podcaster  
can be daunting. Confusing terminology and 
concepts like gain staging and signal chains and 
waveform degrundulating (did you even notice 
that we made that last one up?) make those 
socks you’ve been thinking of getting them look 
like the easy choice.

Luckily, we at Focusrite envision a world where 
technology doesn’t get in the way of using 
technology. We focus on simplifying the 
hardware so podcasters can focus on telling 
their story.

This holiday, skip the jargon and be confident  
in your purchase of Focusrite’s Vocaster Studio 
bundle for the podcaster on your list and they’ll 
have everything they need to easily bring  
broadcast studio quality sound to their podcast.

You’ve given them enough socks. This year, get 
them the Vocaster they truly want.

Yours sincerely, 

Focusrite
Removing barriers to creativity for over 35 years

https://focusrite.com/en/vocaster?utm_source=media-partner&utm_medium=print-ad&utm_campaign=mk_vocaster_npi&utm_content=advert&utm_term=podcast-magazine


Special Advertising Section FEA
TU

R
E

ANNUAL BUYER’S  GUIDE

The Netgear Meural Canvas is a solidly built, large digital 
picture frame that was made by and for art lovers. It 
empowers individuals with newfound access to art 
from the past, present, and future while meaningfully 
improving the personal space.

Blubrry is the ideal resource for 
hosting your podcast media files. They offer 
affordable prices, great podcast statistics, and the PowerPress plugin 
that makes it seamless to integrate with your WordPress website. 

The award-winning A2+ Wireless 
Speakers provide detailed, true 
stereo sound and can easily 
connect to all your music 
in seconds. Great for your 
desktop or home music setup, 
the extended-range Bluetooth 
quickly and seamlessly connects 
to your phone, tablet, or 
computer up to 100 feet away.

Netgear Meural Canvas

Blubrry Media Hosting

AudioEngine A2+ 
Wireless Speakers

9

10

11

Whether you’re out on a run, trying out a new trail, 
hitting the gym, or toeing a slackline, you’ll love the 
Prio’s combination of freedom and protection.

Xero Shoes - Prio12
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Get booked as a podcast guest on auto-
pilot. The smartest way to get booked on 
thousands of podcasts, research in seconds, 
and save time on sending emails through 
our auto-campaign feature.

info@podcasthawk.com

Podcast Hawk 

The PS-300 Pillow Speaker from Sangean is a 
unique combination of listening with comfort 
and audio quality. Simply slide the extra flat 
speaker under your pillow or other convenient 
location to listen to your favorite tunes.

Sangean Under Pillow Speaker 

Special Advertising Section
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The podcasting learning curve can 
be steep, and it’s expensive to buy 
all the necessary courses. But with 
Podcaster’s Kit, learn from the 
leading experts how to start, market, 
and run a podcast, including all the 
tech courses you need.

The Harman Kardon SoundSticks III is a 
2.1-channel speaker system with a transparent 
design. This system produces up to 40W of 
power and includes a 6” down-firing subwoofer 
for bass impact. The satellite speakers feature 
adjustable angles for optimizing quality.Podcaster’s Kit: How to 

Podcast Course Bundle

Harmon Cardon Soundsticks III

Special Advertising Section

Whether it’s your first home studio, 
a home theater, or a noisy listening 
environment, the Auralex Studiofoam 
Wedge 2’ x 2’ Panels are designed to 
dramatically improve your acoustics 
and give you a great look. 

Auralex 2’ x 2’ 
Foam Panels16
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Amazon Echo Auto is a hands-free Alexa car 
accessory that does what your home Echo 
does. It can hear you over music, A/C, and 
road noise, and comes with a phone fast car 
charger to charge your phone on the go.

Amazon Echo Auto15
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Noise Destroyer removes background noise from 
your audio and video files to isolate just the sound 
of your voice. We use high-powered AI algorithms 
to successfully remove unwanted background 
noise from your audio and video files. Just upload 
and go!

Increase productivity and nurture top talent with 
the Hive Café. It’s a plug-and-play quiet space with 
fully integrated technology for the agile worker. 
Equally suited for task work, informal meetings, or 
as a kitchen diner.

Noise Destroyer

Hive Cafe by Spaceworx

19

21

Get Booked on Podcasts! An online searchable 
directory that puts you in front of thousands 
of podcast producers, hosts, and schedulers 
looking for THE Perfect Podcast Guest! We’ve 
even made it possible for them to contact you 
directly from your listing. The directory of guests 
is searchable by keywords, location, and more.

PerfectPodcastGuest.com22

Need better clarification or 
alignment of your brand in your 
business or podcast? Big business 
uses a brand audit. Small business 
uses our B+C+S Snapshot. Contact 
Ken Bator, brand expert and 
Podcast Magazine® contributor, at 
kbator@btcinc.org to learn more.

Brand Audit20
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Steve Olsher, award-winning author and 
founder of The Reinvention Workshop, 
reveals his proven process that has 
helped thousands of men and women 
cultivate a life of purpose, conviction, 
and contribution by identifying and 
creating a plan of action for bringing 
the ONE thing they were born to do to 
fruition. It is a timely step-by-step guide 
that will propel you toward achieving 
both peace and prosperity by sharing 
your unique gift with the world.

Canva Pro is the design software 
that makes design simple, 
convenient, and reliable. Create 
what you need in no time! Jam-
packed with time-saving tools 
that make anyone look like a 
professional designer.

High-powered VPS hosting 
now with double the RAM 
and faster performance 
using next generation NVMe 
SSD storage.

What Is Your WHAT? 
Discover The ONE Amazing 
Thing You Were Born To Do

Canva. 
Design for everyone.

InMotion Hosting

Special Advertising Section

The Law Enforcement Today Show is part true-crime 
show, part cop show, and part human interest show all 
wrapped in one. Along with his guests, host Jay Wiley 
offers a realistic, truthful portrayal from the experiences 
of law enforcement officers, other first responders, their 
families, and survivors of violent crime.

From Podcaster to Syndicated 
Radio Show Host23
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Click Funnels’ drag-and-drop system makes 
it easy to create landing pages, order forms, 
product and service funnels, webinars, and 
membership sites along with easy one-click 
upsells and more. 

Mx Select provides premium adjustable dumbbells, barbells, and 
fitness accessories. Designed with a premium feel, compact design, 
and top-of-class build quality. MX Select brings the health-club 
experience to home users around the world.

ClickFunnels - Free Trial

MX Select Fitness

27

30

GOLF Partner has an 
endless amount of golf 
clubs for sale, all shipping straight from Japan. 
We check each unit twice by at least two of our 
professional inspectors to ensure and guarantee 
that every product for resale is 100% authentic.

GOLF Partner29

Save 50% Now, Then 30% for Life!

We’re honored to offer a generous 
and well-deserved lifetime discount 
to verified U.S. & Canadian military, 
first responders, healthcare workers, 
and teachers.

Geologie28
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The LEWITT LCT 440 PURE is a large diaphragm condenser 
microphone equipped with top-of-the-line technology. It 
uses high-end components, packed into a sturdy, stylish, 
and compact housing and comes with a shock mount, 
magnetic pop filter, and windshield.

Cuddle up with your favorite 
podcast, earbuds, and this 
soft, silky throw that says 
you’re not to be interrupted 
-- and “Hey, keep it down!”

Be the life of the Ugly Christmas Sweater party with this fun and 
fashionable 3/4-Sleeve Raglan shirt that lets everyone know you’re 
a podcast fan. Available in four different color combinations (black, 
white, heather grey, heather red, and charcoal).

Lewitt LCT 440 TS Microphone

Shhh... I’m listening to my favorite podcast 
Throw Blanket

My Ugly Christmas Podcast 
3/4 sleeve raglan shirt

Special Advertising Section

Umbra is the worldwide leader in modern, 
original, casual, functional, and affordable 
design for the home.

Umbra31
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This month’s Top 50 podcasts as determined by podcast fans.  Vote at PodcastMagazine.com/Hot50   

Podcast name 
Host(s)

1 1 Certified Mama’s Boy
Steve Kramer & Nancy

2 2 NEXT ON THE TEE
Chris Mascaro

3 4 Thursday Night Tailgate
Chris Mascaro & Bob Lazzari

4 3 KRAMER AND JESS UNCENSORED
Steve & Jess

5 5 The Upside
Callie & Jeff Dauler

6 10 Backspin Golf
Matthew Laurance

7 20 The Alan Sanders Show  
Alan Sanders

8 - Dating Intelligence the Podcast
Christopher Louis & Jamie Villamor

9 7 BK ON THE AIR
Barry King

10 - The Wilder Ride
Alan Sanders & Walt Murray

11 6 NECRONOMIPOD
Dave, Ian & Mike

12 - The Marriage Fit  Podcast
Alan Sanders & Susan Delmonico

13 8 The Box Officer Podcast
Mel McKay & Derek Zemrak

14 9 Lullaby:  The Fear Podcast
Ashley Lanna

15 15 In  the garage
Gerald Cordova

16 11 Chaos & Disorder
Fleeger & Briggs

17 13 Promised Land
Ian Kehoe

18 12 Wait,  Whaaat Are You Watching!?
Elaine Chaney

19 14 Huddle Up With Gus
Gus Frerotte

20 23 Comic Book Central
Joe Stuber

21 - Coffee Culture
Holly Shannon

22 24 The IndyCast
Ed Dolista

23 - Mothering Anxiety
Mireya Lopez

24 25 The Batcave Podcast
John S. Drew

25 - Monster Kid Radio
Derek M. Koch

Podcast name 
Host(s)

26 - Mastering the Podcaster Mindset
Tiphany Kane & David Sais

2 7 17 On Screen and Beyond  
Brian Zemrak

28 - Le Show
Harry Shearer

29 - Golden Rage of TV Trivia
Pat McCormack

30 33 Morbid
Alaina & Ash

31 26 Around the House Show
Eric G & Caroline B

32 29 Radio Labyrinth
Tim Andrews

33 31 WKRP-Cast 
Allen & Donna Stare

34 27 Fly on the Wall
Dana Carvey & David Spade

35 41 Voices for Justice
Sarah Turney

36 - Natch Beaut
Jackie Johnson

37 - The Monsters That Made Us
Dan Colón & Mike Manzi

38 - Turned Out A Punk
Damian Abraham

39 28 Grilling At The Green
JT

40 - Murder,  Myth and Mystery
Sara, Erik & Mary

41 - My Favorite Murder
Karen & Georgia

42 30 Rappers Don’t Golf
Tucker Booth

43 38 Small Town Murder
James & Jimmie

44 - And That’s Why We Drink
Christine Schiefer & Em Shulz

45 - Fresh Hell
Annie & Johanna

46 - Girls Gotta Eat
Ashley Hesseltine & Rayna Greenberg

47 - IndyCast
Ed Dolista

48 - Radical Audacity in Love & Life
Tiphany Kane

49 - Think Weird
Helen Garcia

50 - The Real Brady Bros
Christopher Knight & Barry Williams
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Off the Charts
ARTS EDUCATIONCOMEDYBUSINESS

HEALTH & FITNESS HISTORY

Podcast Magazine’s Top Podcast Picks Of The Month november/Decmeber 2022

GOVERNMENT LEISURE

FICTION

KIDS & FAMILY

Read, White & 
Blue 

From policy briefs 
and white papers 
as Speaker of the 
Florida House, you’ll 
hear fascinating 
interviews and 
gain insight into 
the literary works 
that have shaped 
his world view and 
public policy.

Hosted by: Chris 
Sprowls

the Yarniacs 
podcast 

Gayle and Sharlene 
talk about what they 
are wearing, what 
they are stalking, and 
of course, what they 
are knitting. Grab your 
knitting needles, your 
favorite yarn—or your 
favorite craft—and 
come knit with us!

Hosted by: Gayle 
Wayley & Sharlene G. 

Empire  
Podcast 

BBC journalist 
Anita Anand and 
celebrated historian 
William Dalrymple 
explore the 
questions of why 
empires rise and 
fall. 

Hosted by: Anita 
Anand & William 
Dalrymple

Moment of UM 

Moment of Um is 
your daily answer 
to the questions 
that pop up out 
of nowhere and 
make you go… 
ummmmmmm.

Hosted by: American 
Public Media 

The 
Boundaries.me 
Podcast  

Short, direct 
stories from highly 
accomplished 
people, 
deconstructing the 
most important 
boundaries in their 
lives. 

Hosted by: Dr. 
Henry Cloud

Art Works 
Podcast 

Go behind the 
scenes with some 
of the nation’s great 
artists to explore 
how art works. 
Includes interviews 
with artists on their 
craft and those 
honored by the Arts 
Endowment. 

Hosted by: The 
National Endowment 
for the Arts

Wolf 359 

Set on board 
the U.S.S. 
Hephaestus, Wolf 
359 focuses on 
its dysfunctional 
crew as they deal 
with life-or-death 
emergencies while 
searching for signs 
of alien life.

Hosted by: Kinda Evil 
Genius Productions

Sad in the City 

The podcast 
journey of a 
comedian from Los 
Angeles trying to 
like New York City.

Hosted by: Taylor 
Tomlinson

Ramsey Call  
of the Day 

A quick dose of 
Dave Ramsey and 
others as they 
discuss topics from 
gambling addiction 
to rentals to taxes. 
Each episode is less 
than 10 minutes, 
so they’re short on 
time and long on 
advice. 

Hosted by: Dave 
Ramsey & others

The Soldier for 
Life Podcast 

Featuring a variety 
of hosts from the 
U.S. Army, this 
podcast shares 
information 
about education, 
employment, and 
other resources 
that help soldiers, 
veterans, and their 
families.

Hosted by: U.S. 
Army
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Motivation 
Minute 

Off the Charts

Snow Files 

TV & FILMSPORTS

SOCIETY AND CULTURE

EDITOR’S PICK

Podcast Magazine’s Top Podcast Picks Of The Month november/Decmeber 2022

TRUE CRIME

SCIENCE

TECHNOLOGY

MUSIC NEWS RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY

A true-crime 
podcast told by 
Jamie Snow from 
Stateville Prison 
in Illinois. Jamie 
is serving a life-
without-parole 
sentence and tells 
the story of his 
alleged wrongful 
conviction.

Hosted by: Jamie 
Snow

NFT and Chill 

Join The Mayor 
Ty Greenfield 
each week on this 
NFT NYC Award 
Nominated show, 
as he sits down 
with thought 
leaders from the 
decentralized world 
of Web3, NFTs, and 
cryptocurrency. 

Hosted by: 
The Mayor (Ty 
Greenfield)

The Fencing 
Podcast 

Listen in while the 
hosts talk all things 
fencing-related 
with a smattering of 
knowledge, plenty 
of enthusiasm, 
loads of opinion, 
and a few laughs. 
Try it; you might 
like it!

Hosted by: Gavin, 
Kate & Sean

Your Favorite 
Band Sucks 

An algorithm 
randomly assigns 
the band Mark & 
Tyler destroy in 
every episode. Start 
on one everybody 
knows is trash, like 
The Beatles.

Hosted by: Mark & 
Tyler

Tara Brach 

A weekly guided 
meditation and talk 
that blends Western 
psychology and 
Eastern spiritual 
practices.

Hosted by: Tara 
Brach

Date Yourself 
Instead 

Social media 
personality, Lyss, 
gets candid about 
her relationship 
experiences, and 
touches on other 
topics including 
business, beauty, 
wellness, and so 
much more.

Hosted by: Lyss 
Boss

Lost Women of 
Science 

Illuminating the 
lives and work of 
a diverse array of 
groundbreaking 
scientists who, 
because of time, 
place and gender, 
have gone largely 
unrecognized. 

Hosted by: Carol 
Sutton Lewis & 
Katie Hafner

Two aspiring 
entrepreneurs 
discuss business 
ideas and 
practical personal 
development tips.

Hosted by: Spencer 
Harro & Jeriah Miller

Triple Click 

The hosts explore 
hot topics in video 
game news and 
culture, answer 
burning listener 
questions, debate 
the pros and cons 
of the biggest 
new games, and 
replay old classics 
together.

Hosted by: Kirk 
Hamilton, Maddy 
Myers & Jason Schreier

The dm podcast 

Celeb fashion stylist 
Audrey Brianne and 
fashion publicist 
Tyree Robinson 
co-host a podcast 
series reviewing the 
best in wardrobe/
costume in film and 
television.

Hosted by: Audrey 
Brianne & Tyree 
Robinson

PAGE 101November/December 2022   |   PodcastMagazine.com

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lost-women-of-science/id1590670779
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/nft-and-chill/id1600083613
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/your-favorite-band-sucks/id1322283290
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/date-yourself-instead/id1644417703
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-dm/id1527521885
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tara-brach/id265264862
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/motivation-minute/id1285390773
http://www.thefencingpodcast.com/podcast
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/triple-click/id1507834679
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/snow-files/id1500929628


November/December 2022   |   PodcastMagazine.comPAGE 102

SHOP NOW

CHECK OUT THE

ONLINE STORE!

ACRYLIPICS
Exclusively designed 

for Podcast Magazine®, 
these are the perfect 

accent to any wall

PODCAST 
MAGAZINE GEAR
Show o�  your Podcast Magazine 

pride with this classy tee!

MAGAZINE
Show o�  your

pride with this classy tee!pride with this classy tee!

GIFT CARDS
Great for any podcast 

lover in your family

PRINT ISSUES
Limited print editions 

available for all back issues
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