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Truth be told, when I was initially
struck with the idea of creating
a magazine that takes readers
“Beyond The Microphone” to
cover podcasts, podcast culture,
and the podcasters fans can’t get
enough of, I was stunned (and
excited) to find that no such
publication existed.

When Elon Musk appeared on
The Joe Rogan Experience and
smoked a joint, people all over
the world debated his actions…
and Tesla’s stock plummeted.

After all, everyone has a podcast
and more people listen to
podcasts on a monthly basis than
every other medium combined,
right? While, of course, the
answer to that is “no,” it certainly
seems to be the general
perception.
There is no doubt that
podcasts are “having a
moment” and seem to
be everywhere.
When Will Ferrell
launched season two
of his podcast, The
Ron Burgundy Show,
he was able to land
appearances on all three
major late-night television

And as Glynn Washington
(February’s cover feature and the
host of Snap Judgment, Heaven’s
Gate, and Spooked) aptly pointed
out, “Today, more and more
people self-identify based on the
podcasts they listen to.”
While there’s no denying that
the medium is receiving its fair
share of attention (and, rightly
so), podcasting is still very much
in its infancy. The real growth of
the medium is yet to come.
To that end, in this issue, I share
with you key takeaways from
my discussion with Andrea De
Marsi, COO of Voxnest, an audio
technology company specializing
in podcasting solutions. We
examined their in-depth 2019
State of the Podcast Universe
report. Their findings may
surprise you.

STEVE OLSHER, Founder/Editor-in-Chief

When discussions arise about the
medium, there seems to be little middle
ground. Podcasting either puts fire in your
soul… or it doesn’t.
My hunch is that you are among the
former—and you’re reading this because
of that fire (and thank you for that).
Podcasting puts fire in our souls, too,
which is why we are committed to creating
a formidable publication that is both
scalable and sustainable while serving
and honoring the industry in the manner
it deserves. Accomplishing this objective
requires a collaborative, focused effort.
To that end, we have assembled a
powerhouse team of writers, designers,
marketers, and podcasters. You’ll meet
the majority of our team members on the
pages that follow.
What you won’t find, however, is clarity as
to WHY we’re investing significant time,
energy, and resources into launching
Podcast Magazine. Since this is our
inaugural issue, I’d like to share our three
main reasons for doing so now:

1) We are passionate about podcasting
and want to do our part to support its
growth.

Society and Culture

FICTION

shows (Jimmy Kimmel, Jimmy
Fallon, and Steven Colbert) on,
wait for it… the SAME night.

While the data is compelling, podcasting
is much more than numbers and graphs.
Podcasters and their fans forge deepseated, fiery connections—connections
that translate to sold-out live events,
a loyal, borderline-fanatic following,
and the creation of highly-engaged
communities all seldom achieved through
other media outlets.

FEATURE

It is with great excitement that
we bring you our inaugural issue
of Podcast Magazine!

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

FROM THE EDITOR

THE FICTION

Podcasting has, we believe, reached
an important tipping point for either
attaining critical mass or returning to its
roots as a compelling tool for hobbyists.
We are unabashedly committed to
doing whatever we can to ensure that
podcasting’s current status reflects
its embryonic stages rather than the
maturation of the medium.
2) We strive to serve podcast FANS,
taking them ‘Beyond The Microphone’
and into the lives of today’s leading
podcasters and the shows they love.
While there are several publications that
do a wonderful job of covering podcasters
and the industry at large, their focus is not
on serving listeners. Our goal is to create
the preeminent lifestyle publication that
veraciously serves podcast fans while
exploring the ever-evolving world of its
culture.
3) And perhaps most importantly, we
are committed to leveling the playing
field for ALL podcasters.
As a podcaster since 2009 when we
launched our first episode of Reinvention
Radio, and continuing with Beyond 8
Figures and, soon, Podcast Magazine’s
podcast, Beyond The Microphone, I have
witnessed firsthand the challenges of
being a “mere mortal” without a huge
platform who is unable to break onto the
charts simply by “bouncing” existing fans
and followers toward one’s new podcast.
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PODCAST:
Sports
TV & Film

I want to start by saying that this is not a story.
It’s a road trip.

—Alice Isn’t Dead

The Cult of Personality
Quick … name one of only three people on
the planet to launch three different shows
to number one on Apple Podcasts.
If you just said, “Glynn Washington,”
you’d be correct. He and his Co-Executive
Producer and creative partner, Mark
Ristich, accomplished this rare podcast
trifecta with Snap Judgment, Spooked, and
Heaven’s Gate.
Know who the other two are? Like CA$H?
Email us HERE with your answer by February 25.

We’ll randomly select one person who answers
correctly and send ‘em $100!

PAGE 10
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Not What You Think

GLYNN
WASHINGTON

My first experience with podcasts was business
related. As an entrepreneur since 1998, I was always
looking for the “next best thing” to promote myself
and my business.

250,000,000 downloads later, Glynn is still
keeping it real. But, if you think he’s raking
in piles of cash because he’s one of today’s
leading podcasters, think again.

And then podcasts roared onto the scene…

Technology

“Podcasts are it! You can be promoted by Apple on
iTunes,” they said.

Part renaissance man, part cult survivor,
and ALL storyteller, Glynn has an innate
gift for connecting people of all walks
of life through the power of auditory
visuals... and for delivering the highestquality productions to his fans.

Except… initially, they weren’t.

Back in 2007 (which is when I first tried to host my
own podcast), it was nearly impossible to get them on
iTunes. The whole thing became a bit of a train wreck.

It is this attention to perfection that
makes Glynn a true master of the craft.
It’s also the reason he nearly laughed
himself out of his chair when asked if
February 2020 | PodcastMagazine.com
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FROM THE
EDITOR
In late November, I turned 51. A little
older. A little wiser. A LOT more grateful
for the life I have lived and the experiences
I have encountered.
If I’m being sufficiently honest though, I
am a tough ‘crowd’... both on myself and
on others. Having recently completed an
‘evaluation’ called “MindScan,” I now have
a clearer understanding of why that is.
Here is my Top Strength... and my
Potential Weakness:
Top Strength—Excellent Practical
Problem-Solving Potential:

STEVE OLSHER

Founder/Editor-in-Chief

You have an excellent ability to solve
practical problems when they depend on
you keeping focused on relevant issues in
the midst of complex situations. You are
able to keep a clear head and a balanced
focus, distinguishing between what is
important and relevant to getting the
desired results and what is irrelevant.
Potential Weakness—Very Good
Empathic Clarity With A Balanced Bias:

You have a very good ability to read
people; however, because you are clear
in reading and understanding people, you
PAGE 6
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As an analogy, if you were the passenger
in a car and told the driver, “Turn right on
Elm Street,” and the driver responded by
saying, “I don’t see Elm Street,” you would
respond impatiently, “It’s right there—just
turn.” You can see things so much faster
than others that you have to give them time
to catch up with you. We recommend that
you slow down with people and give them
time to catch up with your high Empathic
Thinking. You have an amazing gift, and
with this gift comes responsibility.
This makes perfect sense and actually
explains quite a bit. I do connect the dots
VERY quickly. Sometimes, perhaps, too
quickly. I see trends long before others
and jump in early. However, I typically
bail before the trends hit critical mass
(for example, we launched a store on
CompuServe’s Electronic Mall in 1993)
and get tired of hearing myself speak
about certain subjects long before others
tire of hearing me talk about it.
I’m able to see people for who they
inherently are, not for who they project
themselves to be. And I get frustrated
when others are unable to see with their
PAGE 7

“It is with new eyes
and appreciation
for what I HAVE
done that I am truly
grateful as I embark
on this next trip
around the sun.”
own eyes the same massive potential I see
in them.
Operating with “very good empathic
clarity with a balanced bias” is both
a blessing and a curse. I tend to be
impatient; however, my intentions are
always pure... to help those I have the
good fortune to share this brief moment
in the history of our universe with to
achieve their greatest potential.
Often, the vision I hold for others is not
the vision they hold for themselves. I tend
to push MY agenda on them. This is unfair
of me, and I will strive to do better in the
coming year and beyond.
Recently, I have been kicking myself for
the deals ‘gone bad’; for selling stocks way
too early; for not taking solid offers for
various pieces of real estate I ended up
giving back to the banks; for not closing
on certain real estate purchases; for not
continuing to DJ right before EDM really
took hold.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

tend to move away from this dimension of
thinking too quickly. You see most people
more clearly than they see themselves,
and because you can see them so fast and
so clearly, you move on to other thinking
dimensions. Others may perceive this as
you not caring, when in reality, you care
very much. Since it’s obvious to you that
you care, you move on instead of spending
time in this area of empathy.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

But what I have come to make sufficient
peace with is that I HAVE been in the
game... and I have played full out. I am
more participant than observer.
It is with these new eyes and appreciation
for what I have done that I am truly grateful
as I embark on this next trip around the
sun; for trusting my instincts; for listening
to my gut; for saying “yes” when others
said “no”; for seeing things through when
doing so was the more difficult path.
When we launched Podcast Magazine
roughly one year ago, many believed it
was a questionable, and difficult, path.
The criticism poured in:

“Is there going to be a podcast for this
magazine?”
“Is there an audio version of this
magazine?”
“... maybe you should release a podcast
called ‘Podcast’…”
And on and on.
While the path is not yet certain, and we
continue to come out of pocket month in
and month out to release each issue, we
are proud of what we have accomplished
in our first year:
• 34,000+ subscribers have chosen to join
us on the Podcast Magazine journey.
• We have garnered critical acclaim from
multiple sources.
• We have developed strong relationships
with leading podcast networks and
podcasters.
PAGE 8

• Podcasters of nearly every ilk and genre
have said “yes” to sitting down with us
for interviews.
• Nearly 1,500 podcasts (the majority of
which are NOT household names) have
been profiled or featured.
• We launched the first countdown-style
podcast for the industry, The Hot 50
Countdown.
• Advertising and partnership revenue
are growing by the day.
Reflecting on these milestones brings
me to my wish for you as we embark on
a new year.... to forgive yourself, to love
yourself, to appreciate yourself, and to be
grateful for the decisions you DID make,
as they helped you to become the person
you are in this very moment.
Without those decisions, you would be
someone VERY different.
You are loved for EXACTLY who you are,
and I am grateful that you are in my life.
My sincere hope is that 2021 is your
best year yet. If I can help in any way to
make that happen, please email me –
Steve@PodcastMagazine.com.
Happy New Year.
Listen On!

STEVE OLSHER
@ThePodcastMag

January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

The 2021 Ultimate Directory
of Podcasters
MASSIVE (INEXPENSIVE) VISIBILITY
FOR YOUR PODCAST(S)!
The Ultimate Directory of
Podcasters is the industry’s most
popular, and detailed, resource
featuring more than 1,000 of
today’s leading podcasters.
To date, The Ultimate Directory
has been downloaded over
250,000 times.
The all-new 2021 Ultimate
Directory has been completely
revamped and, for the first time,
podcasters in EVERY category can
secure placement on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Brought to you by

Just 11 spots are available per
category with options to meet
any budget.

Sign up today
[MyUltimateDirectory.com]

COVER STORY
FEATURE

HALA
TAHA
PODCASTING’S
PALESTINIAN
PRINCESS

Hala Taha, CEO of YAP Media and creator
and host of the Young and Profiting
podcast, is living proof that the power of
podcasting can revolutionize your life.
No stranger to the world of audio, Hala
began her career in radio. While earning
her Bachelor of Science degree from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology, she
was offered an internship at WQHT’s Hot
97—the #1 hip-hop and R&B station in
the world.

“Hot 97 became my life. I absolutely loved
being in radio,” Hala said.
There, she spent three years as an interim
producer of The Angie Martinez Show,
eventually dropping out of college to work
full time for Hot 97—for free.
PAGE 10
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While at Hot 97, Hala began exploring
the other side of the microphone—as the
talent—by creating shows with DJs from
the station. “It was what I would call
‘shallow entertainment.’ We interviewed
music artists and celebrities and talked
about things like their love life. We played
games. It was fun, but I certainly wasn’t
making any kind of real difference in the
world with it.”
When a paying job in production opened
up and the station gave the position to
another candidate, Hala decided it was
time for her tenure at Hot 97 to come to
an end. Referring to it as an experience
in “overcoming rejection,” she explained
how it ultimately led her to a better, more
fulfilling path.

“Never give up. You can always pivot
and evolve. Just keep pushing forward.
If somebody tells you ‘no’… if there’s
a gatekeeper keeping you from your
dreams… create your own path. Create
something of your own that you have
control over and give it your all. Things
will work out if you commit to trying.”

“I took all of that negative energy and
channeled it into going back to school and
launching The Sorority of Hip Hop—an
entertainment and music news site that
eventually became one of the top 30,000
websites in the world. Our popularity
lasted for several years. Simply stated, it
was an incredible experience.”

Living by her own advice, Hala ultimately
chose to leave the entertainment industry.
While earning her MBA, she “went
corporate,” honing her marketing skills.

As the spokeswoman of the company, Hala
managed 50 female bloggers and gained
significant notoriety. MTV, which at the
time was amongst the most-watched cable
channels, took notice and filmed her for
an entire summer for a reality television
show. While it never aired, “The moral of
the story is this,” Hala said:
PAGE 11

“Remember, even
if you start over
and fail, you don’t
start from scratch.
You start from
experience.”

“I grew up! I leveled up my skills, became
really successful, and ended up making
a lot of money. Reflecting on my 20’s, I
realized I had never really known how to
monetize all of the amazing things I had
going on at the time. Ultimately, I decided
that I wanted to give back. So I started
Young and Profiting to teach people how
to make money AND have a better, more
successful life.”
That was in 2018, and in just two short
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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“When I go all in, I go ALL IN!” she
shared. “I was 100% dedicated to the
show’s success.”

FEATURE

years, Young and Profiting is now
consistently ranked in the Top 50 of Apple
Podcasts’ Education category and often as
a Top 100 podcast overall.
In the saturated podcasting space, this
type of growth is every podcaster’s dream.
So how does one stand out? According to
Hala, “You can’t make it about yourself.”
Translation—she focuses completely on
her guests and believes that the best way
to grow an audience is to be neutral—
to simply provide value in terms of
education. She is also careful to leave her
personal life out of the conversations...
a strategy perhaps born from her life
experience as a Palestinian.

“I think offering
an olive branch
instead of being
polarizing is
good for my
[Palestinian]
community.”

“It’s a very fiery issue,” Hala explained. “I’ve
interviewed people from Israel, and my
family and I are very open. I just try to stay
that way so nobody can put me in any sort of
box. I hope to make a difference by showing
people that Palestinians exist… that we are
capable… that we look just like them.
“I think offering an olive branch instead
of being polarizing is good for my
community. I invite people of all descents
on my show and I hope our listeners can
see that we are open-minded people. And
we’re Americanized—we’re truly here to
contribute.”
With sharp attention to the content
produced, Hala and her team invest 10-20
hours of research per guest, digging deep
into their lives. This way, by interview
time, “I know everything there is to know
about his or her life,” she shared.
PAGE 12
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“Therefore, it’s never about me or
pointless fluff. That’s what we really pride
ourselves on, and I think that’s what our
listeners have come to appreciate and
expect from us. And I absolutely love
it, because it’s so much fun! This is my
passion. I am driven by the joy of our
listeners and the enthusiasm of my
hardworking team.”
Not only does Hala love podcasting
and the difference she makes via the
medium, but her success has morphed
into something even bigger: a new career.
Although she is currently working
for Disney Streaming Services, Hala’s
entrepreneurial fire has been fanned, and
her final day on the J.O.B. may be quickly
approaching. Why?
First, because last April, she and her family
contracted COVID-19. Sadly, her father
passed away from the virus the following
month, and the loss was devastating.
The pain served as a powerful reminder
of how short our time on Earth really is,
which resulted in her re-motivation to
seize the opportunity to make the most of
hers by supporting others in living their
best life.
PAGE 13

HALA

FEATURE

“I know which questions to ask and
have a solid sense for how my guest will
answer them. I know how to follow up
on anything said and how to extract the
right information into our conversation.
Every single episode includes actionable
advice listeners can act upon to improve
their lives. I never want our show to be a
waste of time for ANY of our listeners.

listens to

The Jordan
Harbinger Show
In-depth conversations
with people at the top
of their game. Jordan
Harbinger unpacks
guests’ wisdom into
practical nuggets you can
use to impact your work,
life, and relationships.

Creating Confidence
with Heather Monahan
Each week Heather sits
down to share with you the
techniques and strategies
to create your confidence,
pursue your dreams and
leapfrog the villains you’ll
meet along the way.

The Tim Ferriss Show
Tim Ferriss deconstructs
world-class performers from
eclectic areas (investing,
chess, pro sports, etc.),
digging deep to find the
tools, tactics, and tricks that
listeners can use.

“Create something of your
own that you have control
over and give it your all.

Things will work out if you
commit to trying.”

January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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Hala with business partner Timothy Tan

Second, Hala’s success in podcasting
has secured enough high-end clients
for her to take the plunge into full-time
entrepreneurship.
Thus, YAP Media was born.
She credits her entrepreneurial evolution
to “skill stacking.”

“It’s something I learned from Scott
Adams, the creator of Dilbert. The idea
is that you stack different skills from your
experiences to create a unique value that
no one else can replicate. And the real
beauty of it is that you don’t have to be
the best at every single thing.
“So I have radio experience. I’m an
excellent marketer. And I think I’m a
decent podcaster—definitely not the best
in the world. But I try really hard, and I
conduct a ton of research so I can offer
solid content. I also know how to write
really well.
“I can put all of these skills together, and
all of a sudden, I’m a unique package. I’m
able to provide something that nobody
PAGE 14

Interviewing real estate broker and
star of Bravo’s two-time Emmy nominated
reality television series Million Dollar
Listing New York, Ryan Serhant.

else can. It’s basically connecting the
dots of your past.”
With rare exception, Hala’s clients began
as guests on Young and Profiting. When
they witnessed Hala’s marketing magic,
they sought her support, and her skill
stacking began paying off in bigger ways
than she had ever imagined.

“It started with Heather Monahan. She
came on my show and liked what she
saw ‘behind the scenes’ so much that she
became very interested in hiring me.
She kept saying, ‘I’ve seen all your stuff.
I’ve seen what your team does.’ She was
so impressed that she told me I should
start a marketing agency. And she said,
‘I want to be your first client.’ How could
I say ‘no’? Since then, I’ve secured CEOs,
celebrities, and top podcasters as clients
the same way. Now, I have a team of 27,
who I can pay! It’s awesome!”
Utilizing her arsenal of talents to make
Young and Profiting the success it is,
Hala now offers “end-to-end podcast
marketing” to her clients. From targeting,
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

pitching, and booking guests to preparing
research for interviews, show prep,
writing scripts, audio and video editing,
sharing content pieces, promoting, and
more, “We do it all, from A to Z, to produce
and market your podcast,” Hala said.
With a top-rated show, increasing
fame, and a growing, loyal, borderlinefanatic following, she’s often asked for
suggestions about how to build a Top 50
podcast. Her advice:

“Don’t be afraid to start over. I went from
targeting the ‘urban’ market—young
millennials who were into partying and
listening to music—to a four-year hiatus
from radio during which I was completely
forgotten, to targeting professionals who
want to improve their lives. And here I
am! So, remember, even if you start over
and fail, you don’t start from scratch. You
start from experience.”
As for the future of podcasting, Hala believes
VR and new technologies will continue to
drive the growth of the medium.
PAGE 15

“People want to have control over their
content. They are used to consuming
whatever and whenever they want, and
they want to know what they’re going to
listen to before actually listening to it.
With podcasting, there is no required
format to follow. There’s no formula. No
rules. That is appealing to the younger
generation, and I’m confident they’ll take
the industry even further because of the
role social media plays in our lives.
“Podcasting WILL replace terrestrial
radio, and we’ll see it taken to a whole
new level by adding visual components
and being innovative in terms of
promotion. The future is wide open, and
that’s just so exciting.”
Add to that sense of excitement the
results Hala’s perseverance and her team
are able to generate, and you have all the
ingredients of a formidable force to be
reckoned with for decades to come.
Founder/Editor-in-Chief

Steve Olsher
steve@podcastmagazine.com
Reinvention Radio
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“Eventually, through the magic of virtual
reality, it will be like my audience is sitting
right there with us during an interview.
Radio is a dinosaur—a dying breed. It was
dying even when I was in it years ago,
and it’s getting worse and worse. People
feed you content, and you really have no
choice in terms of what you’re listening to
other than switching the dial.

INTERVIEW
FICTION

JABBERWOCKY:
Celebrating Nonsense

There is a time and place for nonsense.
Lewis Carroll, having written some of the
most famous literary works of nonsense—
including his “Jabberwocky” poem in
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland—would
likely agree.
The Jabberwocky Audio Theater podcast
is inspired by and reflects some of that
nonsense.
Unlike most podcasts (fiction and
nonfiction) which typically have only one
podcast per podcast feed, Jabberwocky
Audio Theater has six—four shows and
two serials. They include:

PAGE 16
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Throughout history, there has always been a
chasm between the bulk of humanity and the
enigmatic circle who hold true dominion—those
whose influence remains shrouded, save for the
rare instances when their designs cross into the
outside world.

Rogue Tyger: Serial, Science Fiction, Action/
Adventure
5,000 years into the future, in a corner of the
galaxy where Earth is no longer known, humans
and a dozen other sentient races have forged a
civilization. Spacers brave the oceans of void
between hundreds of worlds for power, glory, and
simple survival. This is the tale of one band of
spacers and their ship: the Tyger.

Through the Looking Glass: Anthology, Fantasy,
Folklore
From “once upon a time” to before time began,
Through the Looking Glass is an anthology series of
dramatic readings and other adaptations based on
folklore and classic fairy tales.

Through a Glass Darkly: Anthology, Suspense,
Horror

Artwork by John Tenniel, 1871

Whether it’s ghosts from the past to possible futures
to a present gone wrong, Through a Glass, Darkly is
an anthology series of dramatic readings and other
adaptations of classic works.
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War of the Worlds 2018: Live Performance, Science
Fiction, Adventure
An original adaptation of the H.G. Wells novel set in
the Washington, DC area and performed live for a
science fiction convention audience.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

FICTION

Quorum: Serial, Hardboiled Crime, Mystery

FICTION
Nostromo 2 Electric Alien Boogaloo: Live
Performance, Science Fiction, Comedy
An homage and parody to all those
stories you’ve read and seen about a
crew exploring a derelict ship… and
the mayhem that inevitably ensues.
Performed live in celebration of the 40th
anniversary of the film Alien and the TV
series Buck Rogers in the 25th Century.

“We put all the podcasts on one feed
because we wanted an episode to be
released each week,” said Bjorn Munson,
the artistic director of Jabberwocky
Audio Theater.
As confusing as this strategy may seem,
Munson may be on to something—the
podcast was recently nominated for a
People’s Choice podcast award in the
“storyteller drama” category.
Part of the reason it is so important to
the Jabberwocky Audio Theater crew to
release a new weekly episode is because
the podcast is also on radio.

“If you know about community access
television from back in the day, I think
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Jabberwocky Audio
Theater includes six
podcasts within their
feed: Quorum, Rogue
Tyger, Through the
Looking Glass, Through
a Glass Darkly, War of
the Worlds 2018, and
Nostromo 2 Electric
Alien Boogaloo
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BJORN
listens to
Decoder Ring Theater

it was around 2000, though I’d have to
confirm, the FCC actually opened up
the spectrum to low power FM in an
effort to have a lot more community
programming,” Munson said. “And one
of our local cable access stations just
jumped on it. It’s based out of Arlington
County, Virginia. So every Sunday at 4
p.m., we’ve either got something new or
a rebroadcast. And we’ve been doing that
since 2018. Now, it IS low power FM, so
people just a couple counties over aren’t
going to hear it. But on the other hand,
with my background of growing up really
loving vintage radio, it’s very exciting.”
That love of vintage radio was part of what
inspired Munson to create Jabberwocky.
“I grew up listening to those shows,
and was bummed when I got older and
realized people weren’t making them
anymore. Fast forward past college,
during which I did theater and some
independent filmmaking, and I found
out that a lot of people are using the same
tools we use to make indie films to make
fiction podcasts/audio dramas—the exact
type I loved from way back when. So, I
PAGE 19

Home of all-new audio
adventures in the
tradition of the classic
programs of Radio’s
Golden Age. Here you
will find full-length, fullcast tales of mystery
and adventure to fire
your imagination, and
audiobook adventures
and mysteries inspired by
noir and hero pulps.

Bells in the Batfry
Comedy, satire, oddness,
songs, and just plain
wackiness.

“[Audio dramas is] a
form of storytelling
that I really, really

love. And I thought I

could bring together

a group of people who
could do it pretty
darn well.”
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The cast & crew from
the live performance of
“War of the Worlds, 2018”

FICTION
The cast and crew from the live performance of “Nostromo 2”
—including special guest voice Gigi Edgley—at National Harbor,
MD, on May 25th, 2019

decided to try it, too, because it’s a form of
storytelling that I really, really love. And I
thought I could bring together a group of
people who could do it pretty darn well.”
What really helped Munson get
Jabberwocky off the ground was thinking
about it as a theater company.

“We’ve got a core group of 50 actors,
writers, and musicians we’ve worked
with who we try and work into the various
shows. We do have them audition, even
if we think they’ll be perfect for specific
parts, because we still want to hear
how it will sound as well as get some
new voices involved. What people may
not know is the DC area is actually a
fantastically busy theater area. There
are about 50 local professional theatre
companies, and hopefully, they’ll all be
able to last through the pandemic. Now,
if you include Baltimore and Richmond,
there’s probably about 5,000 working or
aspiring actors. So, my goal, even as we
keep the core of people I love working
PAGE 20

Quorum writer/director William R. Coughlan
with announcer Marsha Rehns

with, is to also provide an opportunity for
new voices… and to continue to grow as
a theatre company as well as a podcast.”
Munson nurtures the vintage radio show/
theater production energy by having the
actors record live with an “old school set
up that even includes music stands.”
Currently, Munson has some brandnew shows in the works, as well. “We’ve
got plans for more, along with some
specials, and yes, they’ll all be on the
same pod feed.”
Fiction Category Director

Michele PW (Pariza Wacek)
fiction@podcastmagazine.com
The Write Inspiration podcast

Got a Fiction Podcast suggestion?
Let us know!
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Michele’s Independent Review Of A Fiction Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

4

MICS
He records what he finds and sends the tapes
back to his producer. In addition to getting to
the bottom of why his grandparents would do
such a thing, there’s also some pretty twisted
family secrets revealed.
And the townspeople
cooperative, either.

BARREN
Every now and then, it’s nice to have a quick,
short fiction podcast to listen to. Barren, a
horror podcast, is one such show.
Each of the six episodes is less than 20
minutes, so it can easily be worked into
other, longer, podcast-listening schedules.
In, out, and boom! You’re done and on to
the next.
In Barren, radio reporter Peter Sommers
returns home to where his grandparents
inexplicitly set their crops on fire and walked
into the blaze.
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aren’t

very

It’s a pretty standard horror story at first, but
without the gore (yay!), and it has a really
neat twist at the end I didn’t see coming. That
alone made it worth listening to, especially
since it is such a fast listen.

Barren isn’t as heavily produced as some
other podcasts; it’s fairly simple with just
a few sound effects and other voices (other
than Peter’s), but as the story itself is also
fairly simple, it works.
If you’re looking for a fun, twisty horror
podcast with a cool editing, I would definitely
give Barren a try. (Be sure to start with
episode one and listen to them in order.)
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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Why Having A
Hyper-Niche Podcast
Is Really, Really
Smart
In my hometown of Traverse City, MI,
there is a fancy restaurant named The
Boathouse. It’s right on the water of
a bay of Lake Michigan, at the edge of
vineyards, overlooking an island. The
crystal-clear water invites summer
travelers and locals alike.
The Boathouse makes one of my favorite
soups—morel mushroom. Morels are
rare, and yet to be cultivated anywhere
besides the woods. It’s a notoriously
difficult mushroom to grow with a short
season in May. The soup is delicious…
and expensive.
At a fancy restaurant like The
Boathouse, I may get kicked out
for going off menu and asking for
a grilled cheese. If I didn’t, though,
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I bet it would be one amazing sandwich.
But, at that more general “mom and pop,”
if I went off menu to order morel soup,
they’d probably open a can of Campbell’s
and pour it into a bowl.
Not the same experience, right? Here’s
the thing:
A specialist can always be a generalist,
but a generalist can rarely be a specialist.
Think of it this way: your primary care
doctor won’t do heart surgery, but a heart
surgeon can tell you all about that rash.

By hyper-niching

your podcast, you

give yourself—and
your audience—

the gift of extreme
focus.

Niching deeply has myriad benefits.
When it comes to podcasting, there are
three main reasons to niche more deeply
than you think:
1. You attract your exact best listener.
2. Sponsors will pay more.
3. You can limit your time to go deeper.
Attracting Your Exact Listener
We live in a world that is more about
implementation than information.
There are more than enough opinions,
research, and content out there. What
your audience really wants is to protect
their most precious asset—time. Having a
specific niche helps you to bring together
the best implementation tactics to help
them do so.
Whether you talk about pop culture,
business, or strategy on your podcast,
your main role really is to save people
time. Think about it: the news summarizes
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the big stories—this saves you time.
This magazine brings together the best
podcasts, advice, and stories in the
industry, which saves you time looking
for them.
So much of what we consume and buy
is to save us time and implementation
frustration.
By hyper-niching your podcast, you give
yourself—and your audience—the gift of
extreme focus.
Sponsors Will Pay More.
Why is pay-per-click so powerful?
Because you can focus on exactly who
you want to attract. Want Tony Robbins
fans who make over $100K per year?
People who like Star Wars and are in a
knitting group? People in Arizona who
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

Advertisers are used to the necessity of
spending money, knowing they’ll likely
have just a small portion of the audience
respond. But imagine what an amazing
shift it would be to be able to tell them,
“I have 100% of your target audience as
listeners.”
Sponsors want a clear return on investment,
and by having a hyper-niche, you provide
them the opportunity to target listeners
who match their desired demographics.
That’s why it is also so important to monitor
and collect data about your audience—so
you can better describe your listeners to
potential advertisers.
Go Deeper
In an effort to diversify some of my
income streams, I’m currently looking
to potentially invest in real estate. We
already have two Airbnbs, but I want
to learn more about larger real estate
investments.
My group of friends don’t tend to make
huge investments in things like buying
apartment buildings. So where do I turn
for sage advice? Podcasts, of course. So,
I started listening to the Deeper Pockets
Real Estate Podcast.
I’m really glad that the Deeper Pockets
guys dig in so deep to their topic. It’s like
attending the equivalent of a masterclass
on the basics. Also, their sponsors are
well-chosen in that they specifically help
people like me.
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Imagine deciding to spend the next five
episodes of your show on diving deep into
one topic. Maybe it’s something you often
get questions about. How cool would it be
to point people to your podcast instead of
answering that same exact question for
the millionth time?
By going deeper, you also set yourself
apart from general podcasts.
If right now you’re thinking, “I shouldn’t
niche, because I’ll exclude people,” you’re
right. You will. But by repelling those
who aren’t a good fit, you refine your
audience, position yourself to generate
more revenue from sponsorships, and
allow yourself to go deep…
… and it’s just like ordering a delicious
morel mushroom soup on the shores of
Lake Michigan.

The Professional Podcaster

Joe Sanok
propodcasters@podcastmagazine.com

Practice of the Practice Podcast
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are recently engaged? You can advertise
specifically (and only) to them.

INTERVIEW
LEISURE

SOLVING THE
RIDDLE OF OUR
CLUTTERED
LIVES
Award-Winning
Decluttering Tips From
The “Clutter-Free Queen”
Janet Taylor, host of the weekly podcast
Got Clutter? Get Organized, is an awardwinning professional organizer who not
only helps you with your closet mess,
but also with your life mess, your time
mess, and your business mess! Because,
according to Janet, they are all related.
Her podcast explores the various ways
clutter can overwhelm, undermine, and
drown us. Janet and her guests are a
wealth of information, no matter what
your clutter dilemma is, and the podcast
episodes are filled with practical ideas
and ways to minimize the clutter in all
aspects of our lives.
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“The beauty of

After reading an article about a woman who
generated her income by helping people
organize, she realized she could do that, too.
She found a professional association with a
local chapter and started her business part time
while still working full time for her company.

as you share

A few years later, acting on the sage advice
of a 78-year-old woman who felt strongly that
Janet’s voice needed to be heard via podcasting,
Janet ventured into the medium.
She started her podcast with just her phone,
laptop, and a shoestring budget. At first, she
was solo, putting the pressure on herself to talk
for an hour once a month. But then…

“I thought people were tired of hearing just
from me,” Janet said, “so I decided to add guests
to the show.”
That decision helped expand the reach of the
show, and now, Janet has over 300 episodes
online.
Always the organizer, Janet plans her content
and themes around the seasons of the year. In
the spring, she offers a wealth of information
around spring cleaning and organizing your
house after “winter hibernation.” Self-care
is important, so February usually revolves
around loving your space and yourself.
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podcasting is

that you know

you’re making
a difference

your voice and

thoughts. People
are listening.”

LEISURE

Janet has always been organized and neat.
Growing up, her friends liked to play at her
house, because they could always find the toys!
Later, as a corporate employee, she remained
the “organizing guru.” She truly enjoyed
working with the company, but later, as they
initiated a series of layoffs, she realized she
needed to re-evaluate what she was “doing with
her life.”

LEISURE

CLUTTER FREE!
Janet helps organize almost
everything in her clients’ lives:
closets, living spaces, offices, and
even finances!

before

before

before

after

after

after

Cleaning and organizing for the holidays is another
popular seasonal topic.
Janet doesn’t just talk about organizing homes and
closets, though. A large part of her podcast is themed
around organizing your business to be more profitable
and effective. These episodes are especially timely,
as many businesses have recently found themselves
unable to secure special “COVID financing” because
they were unable to locate the necessary records to
secure the loans. Janet also covers what businesses
need to keep—or toss—during the year to help make
the year end less stressful.
Financial clutter is another popular podcast topic.
Without a system in place, companies—and individuals—
can spend thousands of dollars unnecessarily. In fact,
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Janet once discovered that
a client was actually paying
invoices twice, because he
did not have a system in
place to handle invoices
received. Janet addresses
it all on Got Clutter? Get
Organized—including the
financial and digital systems
available to those looking to
organize their finances.
In the current conditions,
Janet’s shift to primarily
virtual assistance has been
seamless. She still works
with clients to rid their
home of clutter and the
unnecessary items we tend
to accumulate. And that
includes clothing! Janet is
skilled at identifying the
“20%”: “We wear 20% of our
clothes 80% of the time, and
80% of the stuff we keep,
we never reference again,”
Janet states. The challenge is
finding the RIGHT 20%, and
Janet can help. She knows
all the right questions to ask
to make sure the client sees
the benefit of getting rid of
those clothes that will never
be worn again.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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Janet on the set of the Rachel Ray Show receiving the
“Clutter-Free Queen” award

While all of this terrific content is
presented in Janet’s podcast, her
experience in podcasting has not been
without its challenges and growing pains.
If Janet had a “do over,” she would invest
earlier in better equipment. And she
would not have pushed herself to do an
hour-long solo show in the beginning.
Having great guests has, for the most
part, taken the pressure off. Now, she just
has to worry about a guest not showing
up. If he or she doesn’t, Janet falls back
on her “solo days” and carries the show
herself. She doesn’t panic, explaining
how it’s definitely less stressful now that
her shows are pre-recorded.
Still, the benefits of Janet’s podcast are
numerous, including the opportunities for
personal growth she has experienced. She
has been able to move out of her shyness
and reach out to industry leaders and top
professionals. She’s had representatives
from large companies such as IKEA and
Bed, Bath & Beyond as guests on the
show and has appeared on the Rachel Ray
Show. She has also been recognized as the
“Clutter-Free Queen” by noted organizing
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expert Peter Walsh. In addition, she’s
been awarded the alumni’s Distinguished
Service Award for volunteer service by
Peirce College. And in 2019, Janet was
recognized as a Woman of Style and
Substance at Joan Shepp’s annual event
honoring African American women in the
Philadelphia region.
In the future, Janet plans to continue to
grow the podcast. She wants to include
other renowned influencers in her
industry, as she loves to learn from other
organizers and incorporate some of their
teachings. She strives to continue to build
credibility, as well.

“The beauty of podcasting is that you
know you’re making a difference as you
share your voice and thoughts. People
are listening.”
Leisure Category Director

Lori Lyons

leisure@podcastmagazine.com
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Lori’s Independent Review Of A Leisure Podcast You Probably
Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

4.5
MICS

Guests have ranged from experts on different
types of Stout to making gluten-free beer.
(Insert questioning emoji here—no barley
or grains? How is that even possible?) I also
found an episode on spices and herbs in beer
brewing fun and informative.

EXPERIMENTAL BREWING
I’ll be the first to admit I’m more of a grapes
person than a hops person, but this podcast
just might change my mind.
Brewing beer is one hobby that’s seen
tremendous growth over the past few
months. More and more people are staying
home and enjoying this fine art.
Drew Beechum and Denny Conn, hosts of
the Experimental Brew podcast, know their
hops. They share information that actually
makes brewing beers sound interesting, fun,
and tasty.
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The hosts are a relaxed duo—maybe because
they sound as though they are just two guys
enjoying a beer together. But don’t be fooled
by their demeanor—they are beer scientists
who have a knack for explaining the complex
and for allowing their guests to shine. I also
enjoy the fact that they have a fully developed
website, where one can ‘fill in’ the podcast
episodes by finding more information on
beer brewing, recipes, and even resources
to order supplies.
If experimenting with beer brewing has
been on your “someday” list, start with this
podcast. Relax, put on the headphones… and
of course, grab a beer!
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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THE BEST SHOTS
ARE FRAMED
WHEN YOU
F - S T O P C O LL A B O R A T E
& LI S T E N !
What happens when you combine a passion for
landscape photography with a love for podcasts
and a master’s degree in clinical psychology?
F-Stop Collaborate and Listen, of course!
Host Matt Payne was first inspired to take
the mic by non-photography podcasts. He
decided to interview some of his friends in
the landscape photography community, and
he hasn’t stopped since.
Weekly, Matt shares a casual yet in-depth
conversation with photographers from all
over the world. He touches on a broad range of
topics, including what’s going on in photography
at the moment, processes for photography, and
the challenges his guests might be grappling
with when it comes to expanding their artistry,
business, or both.
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“[The podcast has]
definitely grown a
lot of legs. It has a lot
of benefits I didn’t
necessarily plan for.”

Ep i s o d e s
ran ge
from a panel of
women exploring
the experience of
being female in the
landscape photography
industry to sales and
marketing techniques for
photographers, including
search engine optimization,
website development, and
other business-related topics. He
also covers the more creative and
artistic elements of becoming a
master at capturing majestic images
that are both beautiful and marketable.
Says Matt:

“It was interesting, because when I
started the podcast, I had no goals for it
at all in terms of it relating to my business,
photography, or anything of that nature. It was
more of a passion project—I just wanted to dip
my hands into it and give it a shot. Since then,
it’s really morphed. I have personally grown as a
landscape photographer, too.”
There are several avenues landscape photographers
typically take to make money. Currently, the main one
is hosting in-person workshops based on a destination
location in which they teach people different postprocessing techniques in Photoshop or Lightroom.
Another is print sales from customers looking for beautiful
art for their home décor or offices to inspire and impress.
Occasionally, additional income can be garnered by speaking
at a conference, or things of that nature.
Panoramic sunrise
taken from 14,000 ft.
in Colorado.
Matt Payne Photography
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Matt’s podcast helps him secure some of these avenues of income.
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“People find me a lot more easily and
readily now than they might other
photographers who don’t podcast. And
because of the topics we discuss and
my approach to podcasting, I’ve gotten
a lot more people interested in doing
workshops with me. I’ve been invited to a
couple of large photography conferences
to teach, too. It’s definitely grown a lot
of legs. It has a lot of benefits I didn’t
necessarily plan for.”
For example, Matt found that housing
his podcast on his website has increased
his search engine optimization as
photographers all over the world link
to his site. As a result, when you google
“landscape photographers in Colorado,”
you’ll see Matt’s name pretty high on
the list.

30% of his listeners are full-time
professional landscape photographers
who tune in to get an idea of what other
people are currently doing in the field
or just to hear photographers talk shop.
Another 30% are serious enthusiasts who,
like Matt, do landscape photography as a
side hustle. Another 30% of his audience
are photography hobbyists. They love
learning about how other people approach
photography. The remaining 10% are
somewhat interested in photography.
Listenership varies between 1000 and
3500 a week, depending on the episode.
Not bad for a pretty niche podcast!
For his day job, Matt works as a program
director for a nonprofit that provides
services to adults with developmental
disabilities. His responsibilities

Advertisement

Did you know that 45%
of monthly podcast
listeners have a
household income
over $75,000?*
IT’S TRUE!
Reach them with

Podcast Magazine ®
Visit PodcastMagazine.com/advertise
or contact ads@podcastmagazine.com
*Source: Edison Research Infinite Dial 2019

Matt poses with one of his photography pieces A sunrise taken from the summit of a 13,900 ft.
peak in Colorado

comprise the running of all programs,
which includes the 24/7 365-daysa-year residential treatment, care,
and transportation services for the
individuals they support.

Sunset Behind the Wilsons (2019). San Juan Mountains, Colorado.

“I would love to make photography
and my podcast my main source of
income, though,” Matt says. “Now that
the podcast has really taken off, I see so
much value in it. It’s like, man… this is
really a possibility.”
He’s been working slowly toward
making that happen. Right now, the
podcast supports him financially
through Patreon, through which he
currently has about 145 listeners who
pay on a monthly basis.

Chair Mountain Drama (2018). McClure Pass, Colorado.

“I do everything myself. But one
thing I’ve learned in my day job and
throughout the process of creating the
podcast is to create efficiencies and
automation. I don’t want to recreate the
wheel every week.”
Matt is all about processes and
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Reflecting on Red Mountain Blues (2019). Silverton, Colorado.
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BEAUTY IN NATURE

ARTS

Convergence (2019).
Vermillion Cliffs, Arizona.
Matt Payne Photography

efficiencies, and he’s implemented
several to help him navigate the four main
areas of podcasting that take up the most
time. One is actually recruiting guests,
because every week he has a different
person (or persons) on. He leverages by
using Evernote (a tool for planning and
organizing) and with template emails
that he can just copy, paste, and send.
He schedules through Acuity, so it’s all
automated, and he can avoid going back
and forth with people trying to find a
time. He uses the premium version of
Zencaster to do all his episode recording,
which also allows for some automatic
post-production.
The unusual-yet-fitting name of his show
was inspired by his wife—a pop culture
nerd—who, in response to her husband’s
question about what to call his podcast,
riffed off Vanilla Ice’s “Ice Ice Baby” verse
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one song lyrics : “Alright stop—collaborate
and listen.”

“How about F-stop, collaborate, and listen?”
she asked. And the combination has worked
out really well, because it all directly relates:
F-stop is a photography term, the whole
concept of the podcast is to collaborate with
other photographers, and listen is of course
what Matt wants his audience to do.
“A lot of people find it very funny, and
we like to make jokes about it. I’ve even
had some of my patrons send me funny
spoof videos of them singing that Vanilla
Ice song. It’s been a fun little twist on the
show, for sure.”
Arts Category Director

Anjel B Hartwell
arts@podcastmagazine.com
Wickedly Smart Women Podcast
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Anjel’s Independent Review Of An Arts Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

4.5
MICS

of pantomime dames—a very sub subset of
performing artists:

THE PANTO PODCAST
The beautiful thing about podcasts in
general is the level of diversity of industries
and subsets of industries that you can
discover and explore. The Panto Podcast
most certainly qualifies as one of the shows
that dives deep into a very specific niche in
the performing arts world—pantomime!
Host Hayden Parker delightfully exposes
the good, the bad, and the ugly of the
pantomime world via interviews featuring
theatre directors, actors, impersonators,
character actors, Hollywood stars, and plenty
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“A pantomime dame is a traditional role in
British pantomime. It is part of the theatrical
tradition of travesti portrayal of female
characters by male actors in drag. Dame
characters are often played either in an
extremely camp style, or else by men acting
butch in women’s clothing. They usually
wear heavy makeup and big hair, have
exaggerated physical features, and perform
in an over-the-top style” (Wikipedia).
If you’d like to discover more about the fine
performing art of pantomime, the sound
quality and enthusiasm of the host for his
subject are just two of the many reasons
to tune in to The Panto Podcast. Launched
in 2018, the show boasts over 340,000
downloads from 118 countries and was
ranked #8 in Performing Arts in Great Britain
on November 8, 2020. Clearly, listeners all
over the world tune in to be entertained.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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TRUE CRIME

AUTHENTICITY WORKS
IN TRUE CRIME
How Two Newbies Attract
Raving Fans With Crimeaholics
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It’s a common saying in sports.
The equivalent phrase in podcasting
might be: “Authenticity overcomes a little
clunkiness.” That is certainly what I found
when I discovered Crimeaholics.
The podcast first appeared on my radar
last September when it landed at #9 on
Podcast Magazine’s Hot 50. Not having
heard of the show before then, my
interest was really piqued when I saw it
ranked at #14 the very next month. I had
to hear what co-hosts Mackenzie Durbin
and Holly Allen were up to.
In any industry, I always find it fun to
see the progression of a business or an
individual “getting good,” if you will. In
the case of Crimeaholics, if you listen to
the early episodes and then some of the
latest installments, you witness two hosts
slowly but surely figuring it out. Just as
importantly, you discover two women
who have an empathy for the victims and
families of the cases they cover.
I caught up with Holly and Kenzie—
two Air-Force wives, Criminal Justice
students, and mothers—to talk about what
they are up to with Crimeaholics. The
first thing I had to ask was how a couple
of newbies get their podcast listed on
Podcast Magazine’s Hot 50 three months
in a row, especially in a crowded category
like True Crime?

“We 100% give that credit to our listeners,”
answered Kenzie. “Our audience started
out as family and friends. And we thought
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“I think it makes
people realize
that if two moms
going to school
who can be ‘hotmess express’
sometimes can
make the Hot 50,
other people can
do it, too.”

that would be it, since they probably felt
obligated to listen.”
After we had a laugh at that honesty,
Kenzie explained that a private Facebook
group for Crimeaholics proved to be the
best way to expand their audience. They
started with 45 participants and quickly
grew to over 1,600. “Our group voted us
onto the Hot 50 without us even knowing,”
exclaimed Kenzie gleefully.
They continued to gush over their early
group of raving fans. “They were with us
from the beginning, with the bad audio
and our struggling confidence with it,”
admitted Holly. “Our followers now tell
us, ‘Your growth is so fun to watch.’ And
I think it makes people realize that if two
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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“Winning covers up a lot of problems.”

TRUE CRIME

moms going to school who can be ‘hotmess express’ sometimes can make the
Hot 50, other people can do it, too.”
Some new equipment and an increased
comfortability with podcasting has
certainly amplified the professionalism
and entertainment value of the show.
However, the commitment of the hosts to
truly engage with their fans is the primary
reason for their increasing success.

“We make it a point to connect with them,”
Holly shared. “We discuss cases with
them; we joke about our husbands with
them; we have become friends, really. I
think that’s helped us.”
Their empathy helps their popularity,
as well. As I was sifting through
Crimeaholics episodes, I found Kenzie
and Holly to be authentic, but I struggled
to find a real differentiator from other
shows in the True Crime Category. That
is, until I came across their “Missing
Mondays” segments.
The feature was born while Holly
was researching the case of Suzanne
Morphew, a woman who went missing
on Mothers’ Day 2020. “I texted Kenzie
that I really wanted to cover that case,
and it happened to be a Monday,” she
explained. “I asked her, ‘What if we did
‘Missing Mondays’ that focus only on
missing people?’” Kenzie responded in
agreement, and they recorded their very
first “Missing Monday” that day.

“We hear ‘Thank you for doing Missing
Mondays’ a lot,” Kenzie added. They also
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A TRUE CRIME BOND
Holly (left) and Kenzie, two Air-Force wives,
Criminal Justice students, and mothers, bond over
their conversations as the hosts of Crimeaholics

now receive requests to cover missing
people sometimes just days after they
have gone missing.

“For us, missing cases are hard,” Kenzie
continued. “Those are the ones that keep
us up at night. People don’t disappear
into thin air. Somebody out there knows
something.”
And that is the service aspect of “Missing
Mondays”—one person could hear the
podcast, and that could make a difference.
“Podcasts are another platform to get
information out there,” Holly expounded.
“People don’t always have cable, or sit
down to watch TV, or read the news.
Podcasts are one way to keep up to date
on cases, and you never know who’s going
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

Their “thing” is also making emotional
connections with victims’ families.
Holly and Kenzie are very cognizant
of being respectful to the loved ones.
This was evident in the interview with
Misty Watterson, the mother of Allyson
Waterson, who has been missing since
December 2019. Misty even commented
in the episode, which went live on May 27,
2020, how much she appreciated how the
hosts covered the case.

“We reach out to the families to make a
connection and for information,” Holly
added. “Our listeners and participants in
the Facebook group like that and enjoy
hearing a more in-depth story.”
“It makes the story more credible,”
Kenzie opined. “Our listeners are getting
information from someone personally
involved, and they really enjoy that a lot.
For me, bringing these families into my
personal life has been one of the biggest
blessings I have gained from this.”
“The feedback that we have received from
all the families we have communicated
with has been overwhelmingly positive,”
Holly mentioned. “They have thanked us
for ‘being another voice and providing
one more platform to share what has
happened.’”
“Being in the military, we experience a
lot, but I can tell you that interviewing
family members is one of the most
nerve-wracking experiences of my life,”
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KENZIE & HOLLY
listen to

TRUE CRIME

to hear it. The ‘Missing Mondays’ are our
thing now.”

Sword & Scale
Stories that delve into the
worst of the worst and
including murder, rape,
dismemberment, and
cannibalism. No crime is
too brutal, and no victim
is too pure. The worst
monsters are real.

Chasing Excellence
with Ben Bergeron
A show dedicated to
dissecting what it means
to live a life of excellence,
both inside the gym and
out. On each episode,
we’ll deep dive on various
aspects of being an athlete
and maximizing your
potential.

The Joe Rogan
Experience
A long form, in-depth
conversation with the best
guests from the comedy
world, the sports world,
the science world and
everything between.

“People don’t

disappear into thin air.
Somebody out there
knows something.”
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Kenzie explained. “Even though we have done multiple
interviews, I find myself shaking every time. These
people have been through absolute hell. What if I say
the wrong thing and somehow hurt them at the worst
time of their life?”
That commitment to handling their guests with care and
to getting the story correct has led to quality content.
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ads@podcastmagazine.com

Simply put, their authenticity and commitment to
service and their guests make Crimeaholics work.

“We are small compared to other true-crime podcasts
out there,” Holly continued. “But you never know what
might come of a case by our coverage of it.”
It’s true that Crimeaholics may be one of the lesserknown shows in the category today. However, as a fan
of the genre, I am very excited to see where Kenzie and
Holly take it in the near future and am appreciative of
the service they are providing to a number of families
by keeping cases alive in the public.
True Crime Category Director

Kenneth C. Bator
truecrime@podcastmagazine.com
Public Safety Talk Radio
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Listening to True Crime Brewery is much
like walking into a neighborhood bar and
seeing the usual local couple who frequents
the establishment. It just so happens that
this duo wants to talk to you about murder,
too. As with most local spots, many times
you find the light and friendly conversation
welcoming.

TRUE CRIME BREWERY
There are multiple shows that mix true crime
and wine, so why not true crime and beer?
That’s exactly what True Crime Brewery does.
Married couple Jill and physician Dick
discuss true crime with a touch of heart and
humor after Dick chooses and reviews a beer
from the region where the crime occurred.
While they do cover cases that are of the
usual dark-and-gruesome tone as others in
the category, Jill and Dick create a lighter
aura of conversation.
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And, of course, if you are a beer aficionado,
you will love being introduced to different
brews at the beginning of each show. Much
like you would find on a cooking show, Dick
explains the taste and texture of the beer
he’s chosen to help you understand the
experience even though you may not be
tasting it right then and there yourself.
As their tagline suggests, “Meet them at
the quiet end of the bar” for a true-crime
podcast that is a little lighter tone and
different in texture.
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DANIEL
“RUDY”
RUETTIGER
The Legend Behind
The Movie
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Many sports fans know the story of Daniel Rudy
Ruettiger, including how he was the first football
player to be carried off the field at Notre Dame in
1975. Standing at only five foot six, Rudy had always
dreamed of playing for Notre Dame.

“I wanted to be somebody… like everyone else wanted
to be somebody,” Ruettiger said.
For the first time in this exclusive interview, Rudy
shared his story of overcoming obstacles, playing for
Notre Dame, and how his life experiences molded him
into the person he is today.

“Football was my salvation in high school,” Rudy
explained. Despite his dream, he never believed he
was smart enough to make it to Notre Dame—the
elite of higher education. But he was determined
and persistent.

“I wanted
to be
somebody…
like everyone
else wanted
to be
somebody.”
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As an underdog, Rudy was driven to enroll in his
dream university any way he could. He started off
taking classes at Holy Cross Junior College, with
the hope of transferring. During his time there,
Ruettiger finally learned he had dyslexia, which
explained his long-time struggle in school. Notre
Dame rejected Ruettiger’s applications, but he didn’t
give up. He took a groundskeeper job on campus,
and after investing more hard work, he applied one
last time… and was accepted!
Ruettiger’s dream came true in 1975, when he suited
up and played for 27 glorious seconds in a game
against Georgia Tech. He executed three plays—a
kickoff, an incomplete pass, and in the game’s final
play, the sacking of Georgia’s quarterback Rudy Allen.
He was then carried off the field by his teammates, a
first in Notre Dame history.
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Twenty-seven years ago, the iconic movie Rudy
became an instant hit.

SPORTS

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
After years of persistance,
Rudy finally got to play as
number 45 on the Notre Dame
football team

Ruettiger’s story transformed into the
1993 inspirational feature film Rudy,
starring actor Sean Astin.

“I always wanted to be part of something
that means something, because that
would mean I’M somebody,” Ruettinger
reflected. After filming the movie, Rudy
continued to share his story. Currently,
he is a motivational speaker who speaks
to audiences about his experience in
overcoming obstacles to drive home the
message of hope.
He is also an author. His book, Rudy,
an autobiography that takes the reader
behind the scenes to experience the
heartache, triumph, and glory of Rudy’s
life through his own eyes, was released in
2011. It also details the ten years it took to
get the movie made.
Rudy also now hosts his own podcast,
Rise Above With Rudy, through which
he continues to deliver his message of
hope, perseverance, and self-reliance
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Rudy being carried off the field by his teammates,
a first in Notre Dame football history

by sharing the amazing and inspiring
true stories of everyday people as well
as former athletes who have beaten the
odds by choosing courage over adversity.
He loves featuring guests who have made
a difference in their own lives as well as
the lives of others. Periodically, Rudy will
also feature celebrities and pro athletes
who share their own “Rudy stories.”
He is also joined each week by Joe Garner,
six-time New York Times bestselling
author of numerous books including
Echoes of Notre Dame Football.
Unlike most self-improvement podcasts,
Rudy’s is truly entertaining despite the
“seriousness” of the topics he covers: how
to be a leader, how to be unstoppable,
and how to overcome, to name a few.
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The underlying theme of every episode
is constant: giving up is never an option.
There is always hope, and we should
always chase our dreams.

Rise Above With Rudy touches people
of all ages, young and old. “We relate
to everyone,” Ruettinger said, “because
we bring it down to common sense.” Not
only that, but Rudy goes the extra mile
to support and act as a role model to
young athletes.
When he heard about a young girl from
Louisiana feeling down about being
benched by her basketball coach, Rudy
gave her a call. His pep talk included
advice about how she should really thank
her coach for benching her, because he
was actually preparing her for the real
world by helping her build her character,
learn to be a team player, and most of all,
to never give up.
If you’d like to hear amazing stories that
will inspire you to never lose hope, check
out Rise Above With Rudy.
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“We relate
to everyone,
because we
bring it down
to common
sense.”

Sports Category Director

Neil Haley
sports@podcastmagazine.com
The Neil Haley Show
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LOCKED ON STEELERS
Christopher Carter bleeds black and gold. Pitt
Writer, NFL Analyst for DKPittsburghSports.
com, and an extra on WPXI and Steeler
Nation Radio, Christopher digs deep into the
Pittsburgh Steelers and the NFL every day
and all year long on the Locked on Steelers
podcast. Part of the Locked On Podcast
Network, this show covers everything you
need to know about the Steelers.
Listening to Chris and interacting with him
on Facebook is an awesome experience. He’s
a great guy who has amazing insights into
Steelers football!
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With the Steelers going strong at 11-0,
this is the best place to get all the updated
Steeler info. The host goes over every
Steeler game in detail along with insane
updates, suspensions, and a rundown of
players testing positive for COVID-19. With
his extensive knowledge of the team, Chris
provides accurate and updated information
about the team and the adjustments everyone
is making during the pandemic.
Chris often brings back former host Tony
Serino for “Tony Tuesdays.” Tony is very
knowledgeable as well, and often gives
listeners an unbiased inside perspective as
he interviews players in the locker room.
If you are looking for an informational
podcast about the Steelers that pairs content
with wit and humor, make sure you get your
“daily dose of all things on the Pittsburgh
Steelers” by subscribing to Locked on
Steelers. It’s a fan favorite on the Locked
On Network!
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MEANINGFUL PEOPLE:
Changing The World
For The Better

If 2020 has taught us anything, it is the value of community. And
when we peel back another layer, we see that communities consist of
individuals who stand out in their own way and bring something to the
whole which becomes greater than the sum of its parts.
No group of people in the world knows this better than the Orthodox
Jewish community. Tight-knit and traditional, the community is
generally a shade behind others when it comes to podcasting.
But Nachi Gordon and Yakov Langer are doing their part to alter that
with their podcast Meaningful People, by celebrating those in their
faith who are changing the world for the better.
Both men grew up in New York as the youngest in their families. They
attended the same high school, and although Langer was a few years
ahead, they knew each other. They also both had a lot to live up to.
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Langer describes himself as something of
a “goodie-goodie,” checking off the boxes
he was “supposed” to check along his path.
A lot of those boxes were the expectations
his loving parents and tradition had set
for him, and he did his best to live up to
them, however burdensome it may have
felt. Interestingly, he does not consider
himself overly spiritual and often does
not know of the people he and Gordon
interview on their podcast. He says he is
not impressed with celebrity, but noted
that Barack Obama follows him on Twitter.
Gordon and Langer describe their faith
tradition with a surprising affection for
young men who are often tempted to
rebel against strict traditions. In contrast,
Gordon and Langer revere their heritage.
This is epitomized in the episode of
Meaningful People in which their guest
suddenly realized that he missed prayers
to do the interview. Gordon and Langer
respectfully gave him the space to pray
right there on the show, and when he was
finished, they picked up the interview.
Keeping their faith tradition is not always
easy, though.
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“[We] sit down

with Judaism’s

biggest names and
personalities and

have a conversation
with them about

their lives and how

they achieved what
they have. ”

“You have to eat Kosher,” Langer says. “That
limits 99% of all restaurants and a lot of food
products.” However, he likens it to wearing
a seatbelt in a car. “It gets annoying, but
ultimately, it’s better for you.”
For a long time, Langer felt that “the heart
and soul was missing” from the Jewish
tradition for him.
It was not until he spent some time in Israel
that his heart connected to it. In fact, his
one-year visit stretched into six. “When I
got there, I thought everyone here is doing
something so different! What am I doing
wrong? I’m doing everything I’m supposed
to, but I’m still so unhappy,” he remembers.
He asked many questions about his faith
and God. And in time, what once was a
collection of expectations became a faith
of his own.
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Gordon’s father owned a Jewish radio
station before running a newspaper,
so Gordon was no stranger to media
content creation. But as a millennial,
he looked to new media for a platform
rather than traditional outlets. He started
an Instagram account called Meaningful
Minute to share one-minute clips of
inspiration from rabbis and speakers.

RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY

It was just last year while Gordon was
curating Meaningful Minute that he
began to realize how much people
wanted deeper conversations and longer
content. He called Langer, and they
began brainstorming the idea of starting
a podcast. But where to even start?
The men noticed that Artscroll, a
major Orthodox Jewish publisher, was
publishing beautiful books about the
lives of Jewish luminaries who had passed
away. That caused them to wonder…
what might it be like to celebrate those
influencers before they die?
And the idea for Meaningful People was
born.
Their goal is “to sit down with Judaism’s
biggest names and personalities and have
a conversation with them about their
lives and how they achieved what they
have,” says Gordon. He admits that he still
gets nervous before every interview, but
strongly believes that everyone has a story
to tell—and that everyone should be heard.

“Everyone is meaningful,” Gordon says.
Using the new podcasting medium has
also had an unintended side effect: these
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Nachi Gordon (left) and Yakov Langer
interviewing Rabbi Judah Mischel

co-hosts and friends have found some
notoriety in their community. As one of the
few Orthodox Jewish podcasts, they often
run into people who have heard the show.

“There is a lot of innovation happening
now in terms of the Orthodox community
with technology,” says Langer. “We’ve
been a little slower with that,” he notes.
The upside: being among the first
has worked to Gordon and Langer’s
advantage, having even led to paying gigs
hosting events.
By highlighting people who are making
the world a better place, Gordon and
Langer are doing their part to make their
mark on their community, and in time, to
improve the world.
Religion & Spirituality
Category Director

Eric Nevins
religionandspirituality@podcastmagazine.com

Halfway There Podcast

January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

5

MICS
engaging as he interacts with his audience.
He invites his listeners into the show via
livestream and asks them questions during
the show—a nice touch.
One of the best features of podcasting is the
opportunity for in-depth conversation that
traditional media doesn’t allow.

PINTS WITH AQUINAS
I’ve been saying for decades that every good
theological discussion deserves a beer, coffee,
or other beverage worthy of the conversation.

Pints with Aquinas is a perfect example of this
concept, and well worth a listen for anyone
looking for deep theological conversation.
Host Matt Fradd, a Roman Catholic author
from Australia, creates the space for a
refreshingly profound discussion of Roman
Catholic theology.
Audio quality is perfect, and Fradd is
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For instance, one of the episodes I listened
to includes a lengthy discussion of the split
between the Eastern Orthodox and Roman
Catholic church. Theologians have been
discussing this for about a thousand years,
so there is much ground to cover. Fradd and
his guest went in depth enough that even
theological novices could understand the
main points of contention. One would still
want to do more research before coming to
a conclusion, but this Pints conversation is
a solid primer.

Pints with Aquinas is a great example of how
podcasting can teach, inspire, and entertain
while moving beyond the sermon format.
So grab a beer, and hit play on this one.
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Eric’s Independent Review Of A Religion & Spirituality Podcast
You Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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PREPARE TO BE OFFENDED:
Andy Julia & Ray Scipione
Are Uncensored And
Unapologetic
As we wrap up 2020, we can reflect on
all that has come at us over the last 12
months: a worldwide pandemic, riots,
a crazy election, monoliths suddenly
appearing around the globe, and for
reasons that continue to remain entirely
unknown, there is still not a roll of toilet
paper to be found.
Comic relief is always a welcome addition
to our lives.
I had no idea what I was about to
experience when I sat down for a zoom
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call with Andy and Ray, co-hosts of the
Fantastic Podcastic Duo Podcast. I wanted
to get a behind-the-scenes look at their
lives. Let’s just say they were more than
open about it.
In fact, I thought most of the show was
fiction… but I soon discovered it was all
real. (Note: If you are easily offended, you
may want to stop reading now. If you like to
laugh at life and are not easily offended, then
strap in and get ready for an e-ticket ride!
Also, prepare to be potentially offended.)
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There is of course a story behind the
story—let’s start there.
Ray and Andy went to school together and
have remained friends ever since. Ray had
an idea for a podcast and called Andy to ask
if he would be interested in co-hosting it.
Andy’s response: that he had been offered
other show opportunities, but did not want
to be somebody’s “second banana.”
Ray assured him that the show could be
his to do whatever he wanted to do with
it. Ray just wanted to be on it.
They called it The Idiots.

“It was crazy,” Andy said. “Unscripted.
Uncensored. And we just had a blast with
it. We were bringing in comedians here
and there. And then some sh*t got started
with Ray, because he is an elected official
in our hometown, and a few people were
offended by the show.”
That drama Ray experienced resulted in
his eventual exit from the show, but Andy
kept it going.
A little over a year later, Ray got into a car
accident—“a bad, total widow-maker type
crash,” as he described it.
It was then Ray’s turn to call Andy with an
invitation:

“Listen, I can’t get around. Would you
want to do another show with me?”
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The Fantastic
Podcastic Duo
(Andy, left; Ray,
right) performing
at the Cathedral
Event Center

“Our real lives
became funnier
than anything
you could write. ”

to join the pair on their new show, and
the guys were back! Ray decided he would
not censor himself this time around; he
was going to let it all out. And while their
content was considered offensive to some,
they just kept doing the show their way:
real and uncensored.

Andy responded with an “Absolutely; yes,”
and The Fantastic Podcastic Duo Podcast
was born.

That resulted in a major Philadelphia
newspaper getting word of the show
and deciding to do a whole spread. They
chased Ray for two weeks.

Their fan base from The Idiots were quick

“It was awful,” Ray said. “They called
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Without a doubt, Andy and Ray are just
two “take-them-as-they-are” kind of guys.

“I’m a dad, and I have five daughters,”
Andy shared. “One day, my wife of
like 20 years decides to tell me she’s a
lesbian. We wind up staying together—
even living together still—to raise our
family. And it’s become way more than
sex. When she came out to me, our real
lives became funnier than anything you
could write. I was more upset that she

was getting more girls than I was for a
decade now.”
Ray went on to add:

“I had a business early on, and I was
retired from 26 to 40. I lost probably
over a million dollars. Seriously, I lost
everything. Twice. I’m on my third round
and still gambling, and I have had a crazy
life. We both have. We bring all of that to
the show. We’re always very honest, and
I think that’s a big draw. Nobody wants to
hear bullsh*t. They want to hear the true
stuff that happens in life.”
The reality is, these hosts pretty much say
whatever they want, and do not apologize
for expressing their views.

COMEDY

me a ‘homophobe racist’—the whole
bit. But get this… I won by double. It
was a landslide! With all the press and
attention, our show took off. The media
in Florida even began covering it, which
made us even more popular.”

COMEDY
“That, to me, is what made the show,”
Andy added. “We say what we want on
whatever subject we want, how we want
to say it, according to our own views. It’s
like sitting around a kitchen table with a
bunch of your friends discussing whatever
comes up at the time. And when you are
having a conversation with your friends or
family, there isn’t any pregame. You don’t
decide ahead of time what you’re going to
talk about. We just go with it. Nothing is
censored or scripted.”
When you listen, you can tell these friends
have a blast with just about anything they
end up discussing ‘on air.’
I know you’re wondering… exactly what
type of shocking content do they talk about?
Well, let’s put it this way: right now, they
have an episode they decided not to even
use, because of the nature of the content.
I (of course) asked for a copy; they said,
“It would melt your ears.”

“We talk about everyday stuff,” Ray
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explained. “Andy makes fun of me
because I got a little brain damage from
the car accident. So he calls me ‘Mr.
Magoo,’ because I forget a lot. I am sure
even that would offend someone.”

“Our topics depend entirely on whatever
is going on in our day-to-day lives, which
is more interesting than anything you
can make up. We both have kids and a
big family, so we talk about all that comes
with that, too,” Andy added.
Andy and Ray get a lot of emails from
their fans, who they love. They also try to
answer them all and are open to engaging
with those who reach out to them via their
public social media pages.
Don’t assume that it is always positive
contact.

“There’s been a couple times when we
say something and get called out on it
real quick if people don’t like it. We have
a lot of interaction with our listeners,”
Andy said.
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“It was crazy. Unscripted.
Uncensored. And we just
had a blast with it. ”
Despite the show’s somewhat controversial nature, Andy
and Ray podcast for one reason: they want people to have
an escape… a way to get lost for an hour in just laughing
and having fun.

SEE
THIS AD?
So do thousands
upon thousands
of people who
love podcasts!

“I mean, we make fun of really stupid things. Especially
with the news being on 24/7 and the COVID ‘countdown.’
We give you a break from all of that. It’s really just a chance
to hear our ridiculous take not just on life, but on our own
lives,” Andy said.
“You’ll hear about how I gave myself diabetes drinking way
too much Coca Cola,” Ray offered.
“And about how I tried to blow myself and kept doing
somersaults off my toilet seat,” said Andy. “I mean, it’s
stuff like that. You know, just everyday stuff.”
Yes, this show is brutally honest; some might say too
brutally honest.
On the flip side, this direct, uncensored, comedy podcast
has garnered its hosts a loyal following: The Fantastic
Podcastic Duo was fan voted onto the number 13 spot on
Podcast Magazine’s December 2020 Hot 50 Chart.

ADVERTISE

HERE

So, you be the judge.
In the meantime, I’m wishing you, dear readers, the very
best in health and happiness—including a lack of stress
and abundance of peace—and most of all, lots and lots of
laughter for 2021.
Comedy Category Director

Rob Actis
comedy@podcastmagazine.com
Living the Law of Action Show
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more of a conversation, as opposed to just
being however loud they can be. It doesn’t
sound like a morning radio show, and I
believe that is one of its appeals.

ABOUT LAST NIGHT
One of the things I don’t like about some
comedy podcasts is when the guests or the
hosts of the show seem to be laughing for
laughing’s sake—almost like it’s a laugh
track—even when it’s really not funny.
That is not the case with About Last Night. I
am a fan of host Adam Ray’s comedy, and I
really enjoyed this podcast.
Adam is genuinely funny, and he sets the
stage for his guests to be, too. It’s definitely
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I ended up binge listening to this one
as I cleaned my garage. One episode I’d
recommend was published very recently; in
it, Adam and his guest break down Disney’s
1994 Blank Check movie. Yep, I will definitely
be watching that one again now.
The episode with Chuck Lidell was
surprisingly good, too. He talked about some
crazy fan stories.
The show episodes average over an hour, but
Adam’s easygoing conversation style make
them easy listens.
If you’re not familiar with Adam, give this
show a shot—I think you’ll really like it. If
you’re already a fan, well, you’ll love it! It’s
a great escape from the current craziness of
the world.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

INTERVIEW

From COVID To
Climate Change
The snow is falling in the Northern Hemisphere.
For many, the itch to get back on the slopes is deep
within the soul. We prep our gear, watch extreme
ski movies, and listen to weather forecasts in
anticipation of the powder and sunshine.
Although many skiers start as small children,
some get bitten by the bug later. That is what
happened to molecular biology student Miles
Clark, who was on the pre-med track at the
University of California at Berkeley when he
realized his passion for snow sports. Now, having
figured out how to make that passion his yearround career, he presents us with the “brainy side
of snow sports” via his podcast, Snowbrains.

Miles skis
down Gothic
Couloir in
Jackson Hole
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“I really wanted to fill a niche that I thought had
not been filled in the snow sports industry, which
is basically bringing a more intellectual look into
it,” Miles said.
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THE BRAINY
SIDE OF THE
SKI INDUSTRY:

SCIENCE

The listener is carried up the lift alongside
Miles and his guests—PhDs, MDs, and
other industry pros and resort leaders—as
they embark on conversations that take us
beyond fresh tracks.

expectations and make the most of
our time in the mountains. Miles has a
heartfelt approach with an emphasis on
kindness and patience as we all navigate
changes.

All are on a shared mission to give listeners
a window into the world of professional
skiing from an intellectual perspective
that bridges both sport and science.

Miles is a professional skier of nearly
20 years, from backcountry guide to
freeskier. He digs into his extensive
network to learn from the pros.

The ski industry has long been at the
“Going to Berkeley and studying
mercy of climate, global economic,
molecular cell biology has led to some
and health trends. COVID-19 has been
really great human connections that have
by far the biggest health challenge they
have encountered to date.
As a visitor, understanding
“I really wanted to fill a niche
the protocols that are being
that I thought had not been
put into place by resorts is
hugely helpful and a relief.
filled in the snow sports
That said, this show explores
what makes the resorts run
industry, which is basically
safely and smoothly while
bringing a more intellectual
humanizing the real people
behind the scenes.

look into the industry.”

Miles asks the questions us
skiers want to know: What do your
reservations look like? What are your
requirements with masks? What’s
indoor dining look like? How are you
spacing chairlifts? Are you testing your
employees? And the beauty of it is that
these questions as relevant to those who
thought 2020-21 was the season to drop
it all and become a ski bum as a “lifty”
(lift operator) as they are to the “holiday
warrior” who dedicates his or her limited
vacation time to the slopes.
The show also highlights how to balance
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been instrumental in my moving forward
with my life as a pro skier and guide.” And
now, via Snowbrains, he can share those
connections with his listeners.
For example, there is a two-episode
interview with Andrew McLean, big
mountain scientist and ski movie veteran
in which he shares his hair-raising
adventures in avalanche, as well as the
science behind what causes them and
expertise on related survival and loss.
Trust me, this one will have you on the
edge of your seat excited for more! And
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Miles guiding ski clients in Antartica
2018, with Ice Axe Expeditions

lucky for you, Miles doesn’t stop there.
He also provides avalanche science from
several experts in the field, like Mark
Staples from the Utah Avalanche Center.
Mark is one of the guys who throws
explosives to trigger an avalanche, so
you can ski safely on the trails in their
fall-line.
In another episode, Miles speaks with
Dr. Ethan Greene, PhD, director of the
Colorado Avalanche Information Center
(CAIC), who reminds us that “Avalanches
kill more people in Colorado that any
other natural hazard.”
This podcast is not for the lazy mind
or faint of heart. It is well-researched
and hits on the side of snowsports that
we need to hear. For most seasoned
skiers, they have either torn their ACL
(Anterior Cruciate Ligament of the knee)
or known someone who has. In one
Snowbrains episode, Miles interviewed
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expert Dr. William Montgomery M.D.,
orthopedic surgeon at Dignity Health
Medical Foundation in San Francisco,
California (and former team physician
for the SF Giants) about why the injury
happens, when to have surgery, and the
road to recovery.
Although this podcast is relatively new,
the content is super fresh, and the
upcoming episodes have great promise.
We can look forward to more from
experts on climate change, sustainability,
and the wellbeing of resorts and their
visitors, as well as skiers (especially
those in the backcountry) who are
witness to the impact of climate change
and thus become activists, like proskier Chris Davenport and Protect Our
Winter’s founder Jeremy Jones. This is
just a sampling of the guests Miles brings
on who are dedicated climate activists in
the industry.
Their emphasis on good sound quality and
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stimulating expert guests make it a consistent
hit. It is easy to binge the whole library, which
is the only downside, as it will likely leave you
wanting more (like a good Netflix binge—oh,
the brain science in that!).
M i l e s h a s c e r t a i n ly p ro ve d Po wd e r
Magazine’s Hans Ludwig wrong when he
said, “You know, pro skiers aren’t that
interesting, because all they do is travel, ski,
and recover from knee injuries.”

Miles presents us with
the “brainy side of
snow sports.”

Snowbrains not only gets skiers stoked for the
next powder dump, but it challenges them to
think about the overall health of the industry
long term.
Science Category Director

Dr. Heidi Forbes Öste
science@podcastmagazine.com
Global Nomad Hacks

SCIENCE

Dr. Heidi’s Independent Review Of A Science Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

4

MICS
Topics range from different forms of fungi
to how they engage with the environment
around them and (of course) psilocybin
(psychoactive fungi, also known as “magical
mushrooms”). If you are an amateur
mushroom hunter or gourmet chef, you will
find something in this show.

FUNGI TOWN
Fungi Town is a great podcast for anyone
interested in geeking out on the world
of mycelium—the scientific word for
“mushrooms.” The host, or the “Mayor
of Fungi Town,” as she calls herself, Jen
Parrilli covers many different sides of this
fascinating aspect of natural science.
As you might expect from the name of the
show, Jen has quite a cute sense of humor.
She asks curious questions of her quality
guests who range from scientists to artisans
using fungi.
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The only reason I gave her a four-star rating
instead of five is the sound production
quality. There are some tinny moments,
which is a typical newbie mistake. Otherwise,
love the content.
It is great to hear women in science on the
airwaves. And as the good Mayor, Jen does
not leave anyone behind. If you’re unsure
of the terms referred to in the episodes,
Jen proves links to more information and
definitions in the show notes.
Before you venture out on your next
expedition to find the perfect chantarelle, I
suggest you have a listen to Fungi Town.
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TECHNOLOGY

A REBEL
WITH

A CAUSE
The Force Is Strong
In This One
The bantha in the room—or the Zoom,
to be exact—was how a podcast about
podcasting can be considered a
technology podcast. (With podcast
host Mark Asquith’s love of Star Wars,
we couldn’t talk about the ‘“elephant”
in the room, so I of course needed to
find a reference from that world!)
Mark and I quickly went down the
rabbit hole of how the change in
podcast categories by Apple made
it more challenging to determine
categories for shows that might not fit
the usual and accepted definition of a
particular category.
True to the nature of the disruptor he has
become, Mark is even shaking up podcast
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Mark, aka “The British Podcast Guy,”
is guided by two things when it comes
to business decisions: instinct and pop
culture. First, he has learned to trust
his intuition when it comes to seeing
opportunities and what can be done with
them. Second, if “pop culture” isn’t top
of mind when you think of Mark,
just take a look at his company
name: Rebel Base Media.
Rebel Base Media is an apt
name for a company run by
a man who is determined
to disrupt the media
and podcast industry
by making it easier for
the unique voices that
make up independent
podcasters to create
c o nt e nt an d , i f
desired, find a way to
monetize it.
Interviewing him
via video illuminates
several other pop
culture references in his
office, and they’re not just
related to Star Wars.
How did this rebel get

“It’s like being a
kid who climbs a
tree and doesn’t
worry about falling.
When I started in
podcasting, I was
that kid. I saw an
opportunity that
was ripe for new
solutions.”

into podcasting? Back in 2013, he and
a friend were doing a blog about DC
Comics when his friend said, “Le t’s
do a podcast.” Mark initially declined,
because like many others in the UK at
the time, he had an image of podcasters
as guys who sat in their basements in
their underwear talking about Superman
and Batman and other topics, because
as he said, “That’s how podcasts were
painted in the UK, because we were so
far behind.” But eventually, he relented,
and that podcast led to his co-hosting
the Spark of Rebellion, A Star Wars
Show with Garry Aylott.
And that podcast led him to start his own
podcast about business, The 7 Minute
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categories as we know them to find the
right fit for his podcast—The Podcast
Accelerator. Finding it in the technology
category might seem like “square peg,
round hole” as he puts it, but it works…
just like the multi-color nail polish he let
his niece paint on his nails shortly before
our interview.

TECHNOLOGY

Mentor, because as a successful owner
of a design agency in a “tiny mining town
that no one had ever heard of,” he was
asked a lot of questions about business.
When I asked him how all the dots came
together to get him where he is today, Mark
said, “I am a ‘do-a-thing-first-and-thinkabout-it-later’ kind of guy. It’s like being a
kid who climbs a tree and doesn’t worry
about falling. When I started in podcasting,
I was that kid. I saw an opportunity that
was ripe for new solutions.”
Mark is definitely a solutions guy, too.
When he sees a problem, something
inside of him lights up, and he dives right
in to solve them. He loves to research and
go “all in” to learn what is out there, what
is needed, and what people don’t even
know they need yet. One might even say
that is his “superpower.” (Yup, I had to go
there. I mean I started this article out with
a reference to banthas, so why not hit the
superhero reference, too?)
And make no mistake… to many
podcasters, Mark is a superhero.
After investing tens of thousands of
pounds (remember, Mark is from
the UK) and years researching the
medium by attending and speaking at
conferences and asking lots of questions
of existing podcasters and the vendors
who support them, Mark launched the
first-ever growth-oriented host platform,
Captivate. As a marketer and tech geek,
he wanted to make sure that Rebel Base
Media solves the problems he sees
happening in the industry.
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MARK
listens to

Why Are Dads?
Sarah Marshall and
Alex Steed attempt to
understand, through a
pop-culture lens, what
the hell it means to be the
grown children of dads
and other dad-like figures.

You’re Wrong About
Mike and Sarah are
journalists obsessed with
the past. Every week they
reconsider a person or
event that’s been miscast
in the public imagination.

Lore
Each episode explores
the mysterious creatures,
tragic events, and unusual
places that fill the pages
of history. Because
sometimes the truth is
more frightening than
fiction.

“I want to talk to any
founder of any given
hosting platform over a
beer and act like friends,
talk like friends, and be
friends, because that’s
the type of industry that
podcasting is.”
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The suite of products he has since created
help change the way podcasters create,
produce, and distribute their content and
how listeners find the shows they want
to hear.
But that is not his only superpower. Mark
is all-in when it comes to the industry
of podcasting. He doesn’t care if you
sign with another company to host your
podcast. He feels it’s important to “Find
someone you get on with, because you’re
going to be working with that person
every day.” And, if you have questions for
him, be sure he will answer your emails,
social media posts, and/or engage in a 1-1
to help you.
Mark’s motto: “Whatever I can do to help.”
Why? Because relationships matter to
him. All those years of researching the
podcast medium taught him two things:
that relationships are what drives him,
and that the trick to finding out what the
problems and struggles are is to ask.
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Mark said he loves being able to “talk to
any founder of any given hosting platform
over a beer and act like friends, talk like
friends, and be friends, because that’s the
type of industry that podcasting is. It’s a
genuinely personal business.”
I love that thought as well. With each
new announcement of a show joining a
podcast publisher, or a publisher being
bought by a distribution platform, I think
of Mark’s words I shared with you in this
article and Todd Cochrane’s in my feature
article in the November 2020 edition. I am
thankful that Mark and others are there
to keep the independent voice creating,
and to keep that personal relationship
between podcasters, their peers, and
listeners alive and vital.
Technology Category Director

Laura Steward
technology@podcastmagazine.com
It’s All About the Questions
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Laura’s Independent Review Of A Technology Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

3.5
MICS

I am still trying to figure this show out. I want
to love it because the articles in the written
editions are outstanding. I am not there yet
with the podcast. It feels like it is produced
from content created while researching the
written edition. Audio clips are looped in
with commentary from the host and each
part has a different sound quality.

IN MACHINES WE TRUST
When I think “technology research,” one of
the first places that comes to mind is MIT. For
years, the MIT Technology Review has been
one of the preeminent magazines/e-zines
for sharing what is going on in technology,
the behind the scenes, and the things you
don’t know but should be thinking about. In
September, the folks behind MIT Technology

Review launched their podcast, Machines
We Trust.
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Perhaps I just like interview-style shows
that feel less scripted. When I listen to the
episodes from their EmTech Stage events,
they feel as if they have more authenticity
and connection to them. One of the things
that stands out on those is also the sound. It
is consistent.
This podcast has enormous potential to
showcase a unique voice in the category. I’d
love to see students get involved, have more
“in-person” episodes, and not just give the
feel of re-purposing content from the written
platform. Go beyond the written and give us
the human voice we love in podcasting.
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

THE BEST OF 2020’S

Podcast Magazine’s Hot 50 Podcast Chart
debuted in our March issue. . . and what a hit
it has become. Since then, over 350 different
fan favorites have been featured, many of
which remained on the chart for more than
one month.
10 podcasts remained on the chart for seven
or more months in 2020. So, if you aren’t
listening to them already, we thought we’d clue
you in on what we consider best episodes, so
you could start listening with confidence.
Welcome to the Best of the Hot 50 of 2020!
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Crime Junkie
Episode 2

Laci Peterson was last seen alive on December 24,
2002. Her story is full of twists and turns, and it’s
extremely interesting, as well. Crime Junkie covers
the Laci Peterson story in two episodes. In the first,
they discuss her disappearance, and in the second,
the suspicion that her husband Scott was involved.

Armchair Expert
Episode 171

My Favorite Murder
Episode 18

“Investigateighteen
Discovery”: On September
29, 1978, Lawrence
Singleton picked up
15-year-old Mary Vincent
of Las Vegas while she was
hitchhiking in Berkeley,
California, raped her, and
then severed both her
forearms with a hatchet
before throwing her off of
Interstate 5 in Del Puerto
Canyon, California, leaving
her naked and near death.
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From Ronan Farrow’s
unique experience
growing up as a literal
child genius in a family
of 10 children to his
graduation from Yale
University at 15 years old
to his work at the United
States State Department
before the age of 20,
Ronan’s life has been off
the beaten path, to say
the least.

Morbid: A True Crime
Podcast
Episode 152

“The Life and Mysterious
Death of Marsha P.
Johnson”: Marsha P.
Johnson was a pioneer for
LGBTQ rights and a notable
figure in the infamous
Stonewall Uprising of 1969.
She was found floating dead
in the Hudson River not
long after the 1991 Pride
parade. Her cause of death
was noted as drowning, but

questions remain.
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Sword & Scale
Episode 7

“White House Boy”: Roger Dean Kiser shares his story
of personal hell. To him, this world anyone else would
consider a “living hell” was just normal everyday life. The
way he describes his upbringing is so brutally honest and
matter of fact, it will chill your soul.

The Upside
Episode 20

“Grief and Gratitude and Closure Begins”: Jeff has to address
something about Callie’s home decor he just doesn’t
understand. Callie and Jeff also chat about the powerful
conversation Anderson Cooper and Stephen Colbert shared
about grief and gratitude.

Small Town Murder
Episode 142

“Where Is the Head?? In Dickson, Tennessee”: This week,
in Dickson, Tennessee, a local woman from a prominent
family goes missing. At the same time, a local man from a
not-so-distinguished background is also reported missing.

Real Life Real Crime
Episode 12

“Who Murdered Courtney Coco?”: Woody and Jim
investigate the 15-year-old cold case of the murder of
Courtney Coco. This episode is an unedited and emotional
phone conversation Woody and Jim have with Courtney’s
mom, Stephanie.
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FEATURE

Talking Shiz
Episode 256

“Student Loans”:
Explores student loan
debt and the impact it
has on folks. Is college
worth it?

Thank God Cancer
Saved Our Divorce
Episode 2

Murder, Myth and
Mystery

“Rules, There’s ALWAYS
Rules”: Explores the
beginning of “coparenting.” You guessed
it… it started with rules—
no hair dos, no fingernail
painting, no extra brothers
or sisters. Could you share
your first and possibly only
child?

Three friends who love
to discuss all things lore,
unexplained, supernatural,
and of course, murder. I
could find no clear winner
as to the best episode, so
just dive in and experience
what Podcast Magazine fans
love.

Episode NA
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The top 4 spots holding strong
for the 2nd month in a row!
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1

Host(s)

The Upside

Callie & Jeff Dauler

reigning champ for 7 monthS!

Mama’s Boy
2 Certified
Steve Kramer & Nancy

God Cancer Saved Our Divorce
4 Thank
Denny, Amanda, Jamie & Brandon
WITH HULA
6 LIFE
Hula
ON THE AIR
9 BK
Barry King

WILDER RIDE
5 THE
Alan Sanders & Walt Murray
DARKNESS
16 WEIRD
Darren Marlar

Myth & Mystery
7 Murder,
Sara, Erik & Mary
BOX OFFICER PODCAST
17 THE
Mel Mckay & Derek Zemrak

Real Queens of Queens
11 The
Cathy & Fran
OF THE CLUB
14 LEADER
Jessica Chenoweth & Hula Ramos
AND STONE
- XANDER
Xander & Stone
Paranormal Chicks
10 ADonna
& Kerri
PODCAST
8 60MW
Dave Robinson & Others
biggest mover

LABYRINTH
22 RADIO
Tim Andrews
Newsworthy
24 The
Erica Mandy
PODCAST
- CRIMEAHOLICS
Holly and McKinsey
Junkie
12 Crime
Ashley Flowers & Brit Peawat

30 NECRONOMIPOD
Dave, Ian & Mike
HEATHER
- HEY
Heather Edwards
CAST
21 WKRP
Allen & Donna Stare
FANTASTIC PODCASTIC DUO
13 THE
Andy Julia, Ray Scipione & Jim Grasso
YOUR AURA
41 KNOW
Mystic Michaela

Podcast name
Host(s)

Favorite Murder
25 My
Karen Kilgariff & Georgia Hardstark
ON THE TEE
31 NEXT
Chris Mascaro

See this
month’s list!
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AND JESS UNCENSORED
3 KRAMER
Steve & Jess

THE GARAGE
37 IN
Gerald Cordova
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ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES
- NOT
Betsy Pendergrass & Tina Smith
YOUR GOALS
- ACHIEVE
Hal Elrod
KIDS ON YOUR KNEES
- RAISING
Tina Smith
COMMERCIAL BREAK
- THE
Bryan Green & Krissy Hoadley

Expert
40 Armchair
Dax Shepard

FAIR GAME
- SCIENTOLOGY:
Leah Remini & Mike Rinder

Your job is to first take a listen to some of these
podcasts you’re not currently listening to. Then, go to
PodcastMagazine.com/hot50 and vote for your favorite
podcasts. Support the ones you like by getting them on
the Hot 50 Chart.

SUCCESS DIARIES
- THE
Bri Seeley
NOTICED
- GET
Teia Acker

OFFICE LADIES
39 THE
Jenna Fischer & Angela Kinsey
WITH THE SOTELOS
- HANGING
Edgar & Janet
AND TESTIMONIES
- TRAILS
Kim Fitz
NOT
- ABSOLUTELY
Heather McMahan

You can also tune in to the Hot 50 Countdown
to see if your favorites made the chart.

Shiz
23 Talkin’
CJ & Mattx

- LOWKEY
Jessica Dutra
TRUTH STORIES OF FEMALE INFIDELITY
34 RAW
Rebecca Adams
BERT SHOW
- THE
Bert, Kristin, Davi & Moe
VETERANS NEWS
- VIETNAM
Mack Payne
PODCAST
28 ELIMINATION
Bob, Mike & Dave Rivett
UP WITH GUS
- HUDDLE
Gus Frerotte
SECOND WATCH
35 ON
Tim, Chris, Dana, Kari & Spaz
VIRTUAL ASSISTANT ADVANTAGE
- THE
Alyssa Avant
MARRIAGE
- EXPEDITION
Chris & Jamie Bailey
ENGLAND LEGENDS
- NEW
Jeff & Ray

Contributing Editor

Dan R Morris
prodreviews@podcastmagazine.com
TracingThePath
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NOW AVAILABLE ON

TV & FILM

THE DARK ARTS
OF MOVIE MAGIC
An Indie Movie Maker’s
Guide To Filmmaking
Would you be surprised if I told you that the
making of independent movies goes back
over 100 years?
As you most likely know, indie films are
movies made outside of the bubble of major
film studios. They can be feature or short
films, but these limited releases exist apart
from the mainstream market. They can
also lead to major breakthroughs for actors,
directors, and cinematographers.
Such was the case with Christopher Nolan’s
movie, Memento . And before Damien
Chazelle’s smash hit LA LA Land, he wrote
and directed Whiplash. Sofia Coppola’s first
original film was Lost in Translation. All
of these movies were created without the
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Back in the early 1900s, major picture
studios wanted control of the stories
shared on the silver screen. To establish
that control, they created something called
the Motion Picture Patents Company—
better known as the Edison Trust (yes, as
in Thomas Edison; he owned most of the
patents related to motion pictures). That
all stopped in 1912 and 1915 when the
Supreme Court of the United States made
two landmark decisions that resulted in
the cancelation of all the patents held
by the Motion Picture Patents Company.
This opened the door for independent
filmmakers to legally make movies.
Now, the casual movie fan is happy to
sit back and enjoy the movie. However,
“cinema geeks” like me want to know
more. They want to know all the inner
workings of a film, from the big-budget
summer blockbusters to the little scrappy
filmmaker using an iPhone and sharing
on YouTube. Lucky for us, there’s a
podcast out there that can give it to us
(keep reading).
I was born in the 1980s and remember
the independent filmmaking boom that
occurred in the 1990s. Film festivals
were everywhere, and independent films
became box-office smashes grossing
hundreds of millions of dollars.
With the explosion of affordable
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With the explosion
of affordable

technology, social
media platforms,
and streaming
platforms, the

phrase “Content is

king” truly rules the
world today.

technology, social media platforms,
and streaming platforms, the phrase
“Content is king” truly rules the world
today. And indie creators are all too
happy to fill that space with their unique
voices and visions.
Yet despite the technology that is right
at our fingertips, many indie creators
struggle to know how to enter the world
of the creative arts. They might have
an idea for a podcast, movie, book, or
business, yet they fail to begin the process
of reaching their goal because they are
limited by a lack of knowledge.
In 2017, two creators decided to shatter
that knowledge gap.
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support of a major studio. Other big-name
indie films include Little Miss Sunshine,
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,
Blair Witch Project , and Quentin
Tarantino’s debut film Reservoir Dogs.

TV & FILM

No Glitz, No Glamour
Documentary f ilmmaker Griff in
Hammond and tech expert Nick Bodmer
created the Hey Indie Filmmakers–DIY
filmmaking podcast to teach people how
to make indie movies.
They cover all the “dark sides” of making
movies… no glitz. No Glamour. A
typical episode explores the technology
involved in making movies and the
fundamentals of filmmaking. They talk
lighting, voiceovers, sourcing footage,
filming techniques, cameras, and other
equipment, too.
As a podcaster, many of us are comfortable
with the workings of audio and the craft
of making an episode in our preferred

format. But for most podcasters, that
confidence tends to break down to
varying degrees as we attempt and often
fail at adding video as an additional outlet.
Hey Indie Filmmakers does both—each
episode is released via audio and video.
And that is the way it should be, as they
are teaching others how to create films.
I also love that listeners gain perspectives
of movie making from two different
points of view.
Host Nick Bodmer is an expert in
technology. He thinks like an IT expert
and approaches the topics from the
technical side. Host Griffin Hammond
is a well-respected indie filmmaker who
is not only releasing an award-winning
documentary, Sriracha , but is also

TV & FILM

covering the U.S. presidential election
for Bloomberg Television/MSNBC’s show
With All Due Respect. The two play off
each other well, and they are both wellversed in the topic of filmmaking.
Beyond all of that, my favorite part of
each episode is their willingness to give
up the secrets to making a great film. They
break down every part of the process to
provide you with the ‘secret sauce’ for
crafting great films. And you won’t find
any missing ingredients, here. They give
it all.
The Dark Side of Filmmaking
There is a little secret around making
movie magic, though. A great film can
look beautiful and be spellbindingly
good, but oftentimes, the science behind
making it isn’t as exciting. It’s the little
details that add up to the perfection of
story through film.
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That said, while a geek like me will find
the conversations easy to understand,
someone who isn’t as technical may easily
get lost in the minutiae of it all.
That leads me to my final thoughts on the
Hey Indie Filmmakers podcast:
There is a lot of value in this show for
the entry-level creator who wants to
step up his or her game and craft better
films. Griffin and Nick keep the banter
going, make the technology easier to
understand, and break down the details
to make them more bite sized.
The show will keep you entertained, but
more importantly, it will help you become
a filmmaker who is able to use the tools of
the trade to communicate your message
and story in a beautifully shot way. And
who knows… if you follow their advice, you
just might end with the next Netflix hit.
TV & Film Category Director

Michael Woodward
tvandfilm@podcastmagazine.com
jumbleThink
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Michael’s Independent Review Of A TV & Film Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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I recommend checking out the episode
called “Christopher Reeves’ Two Picture
Deal.” You’ll learn the dark secret behind
why Reeves agreed to act in Superman IV,
and how it became the movie that almost
ruined the Superman legacy.

THE INDUSTRY
An honest look at the movie industry’s lesserknown and often-forgotten stories behind
big films...
If you are a fan of classics like Superman,
The Lone Ranger, and the James Bond
franchises, this podcast is for you. It’s
more than simple retellings by a narrator.
Host Dan Delgado brings listeners a firsthand point of view of the largely unknown
backstories behind the films fans can’t get
just by watching the movie.
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Another fascinating episode is “No Mr. Bond,
I Expect You In Court.” As you might know,
in 1983, two different Bond movie franchises
operated at the same time with leading
actors Roger Moore and Sean Connery. Not
only does that seem impossible because
of standard licensing agreements, but it
also pits the brand against itself. Dan does
a masterful job of walking us through how
this happened in a world where film studios
guard their movies with armadas of lawyers.
I’m a film fan and watch documentaries
all the time. What is impressive about The
Industry is how deep Dan goes into each
topic. You can definitely count on learning
something new in every episode.
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Let’s Start A
Podcast Today!
As a licensed mental health counselor,
Jill Sylvester works with individuals
in the arena of personal development
counseling. In private practice for over
eleven years, she has successfully guided
thousands of clients toward stronger
health and wellness and personal and
professional transformation.
I wondered why Jill decided to start a
podcast in 2020. Well, it turns out Jill
also works with people to deepen their
understanding of the language of energy
and intuition—which is something she
applied to a situation that was initiated
by her husband one Saturday morning.

“‘I’m feeling you need to start a
podcast,’ he said. I was like,
‘Yeah, alright. Maybe
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TRUST YOUR
INTUITION:

EDUCATION

someday I’ll do that.’ And he said, ‘Nope.
Today. We are going to set it up today.’ I
said, ‘Ok.’”
They were not messing around.
Trust Your Intuition: The Podcast
actually launched the same day as that
conversation—in fact, it was up and
running about six hours later. From
there, Jill began recording weekly.
This was all at the end of March 2020,
just as the pandemic began shutting
everything down! Perfect timing, perhaps,
since Jill’s passion is to help individuals
see past the darkness in order to find the
light. She is also an author of three books
on the subject.

“We are in 38 countries now,” Jill said.
“Podcasting felt like a natural progression
to reach more people, and it really goes
hand in hand with my work as an author.”
Of course, reflecting on 2020, I had to
ask Jill what it was actually like to start a
podcast right as the pandemic began.

“In knowing my clients and my readers,
I knew there was a need for it—a need to
shine a light. That is the topic of all of my
books and now my podcast sessions. It’s
all about overcoming the darkness within.
It really was the perfect time to launch it.
It just fit.”
As it is for many people starting or
thinking about starting a podcast,
Jill’s biggest challenge ended up being
the technology. That said, it was not a
barrier, as Jill enlisted someone more
knowledgeable in that area to help her,
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JILL

listens to

Oprah’s Super Soul
Conversations
Hear Oprah’s personal
selection of her
interviews with thoughtleaders, best-selling
authors, spiritual
luminaries, as well as
health and wellness
experts.

On Purpose with Jay
Shetty
Fascinating conversations
with the most insightful
people in the world.

Daily Breath with
Deepak Chopra
Welcome to Daily Breath,
where we pause the
hectic world around us,
refocus ourselves, and
expand our minds.

which allowed her to really just dive in. In
her own words, in the beginning, “It was
okay.” She remembers how she used to
read from a piece of paper in the earlier
days before becoming more comfortable
and evolving as a host.

“My husband noticed there was a point
halfway where I really began to just talk,”
she said.
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Jill was very clear on her biggest positive
so far on the podcasting journey, and was
quick to share it:

“Sales of my books. It’s been amazing! The
numbers and feedback have increased.
It’s really just a testament to people
connecting with what you have to say, and
that’s the greatest compliment. It’s very
humbling and a really great experience.”
In terms of strategy for the podcasting
authors out there, Jill mentions her
books in every introduction, and strives
to relate something in the episode to
her work. I agree this is a great way to
do it, and something I continually apply
in my Awaken Your Alpha podcast. So
what other insights does Jill have for any
aspiring podcaster-authors out there?

“Everybody has something to say.
Podcasting doesn’t have to be a daunting
task.”
I loved hearing about the spontaneous
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I asked Jill if there has been anything that
has surprised her since starting Trust
Your Intuition.

“Seeing people in all different countries
listening. It is fascinating to me to go
beyond the people here to all over
the world. I can feel the energy and
momentum of it!”
At 35 episodes young varying from 11
to 39 minutes in length (the majority at
the 20-minute range) at the time of this
writing, Jill plans to continue to tweak as
she goes. She will stay true to her message
of overcoming darkness to find light by
offering practical advice for doing so in
order to take care of ourselves. This is
a message that is always relevant, but
undoubtedly even more so as we close out
2020 move into an unclear 2021.
Education Category Director

Adam Lewis Walker
education@podcastmagazine.com
Awaken Your Alpha
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origins of Jill’s Trust Your Intuition
podcast. What a productive and rewarding
way to spend a Saturday as lockdown
swept the globe. Jill’s story proves that
setting up a podcast doesn’t require weeks
or months of tweaking to be perfect on
launch day. In reality, making the decision
to podcast and planning, creating, and
launching it can all occur on the same
day! Podcasting in this manner can really
be fun, and it is a great way to put good
work out into the world. We definitely
need more of that!

EDUCATION

Adam’s Independent Review Of An Education Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To
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desire for a “little hub” that would enable her
to have conversations with people she liked
about uncomfortable topics.

EMPTY INSIDE
Jennette McCurdy is an American actress,
singer, songwriter, YouTuber, producer,
and writer.
As of July of this year, she is also the host
of Empty Inside, a podcast covering topics
like comedy, eating disorders, filmmaking,
jealousy, therapy, and the crippling sense of
doom we all face as we desperately try to fill
the void within.
Jennette was motivated to podcast by her
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When you see the podcast listed, it has a
really nice clean and clear look. The show
jumps straight in (in one sense), as there is
no introduction music or real explanation of
the upcoming topic. It is very conversational,
which is a positive for many, but it can also
sometimes feel like a rambling conversation.
I was not aware of Jennette before this
podcast, and I wonder if the podcast would
be as popular as it is if she didn’t bring over
her existing fan base from television. I am
pretty sure I am not the target market here,
so do keep that in mind with this review.
Definitely one for the fans though, as
Jennette tackles some tough topics as she
works out her podcast vibe.
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And Found Happiness
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HOW A YOUNG BOY FROM
IOWA BECAME A MAN…

HEALTH & FITNESS

In 1974, fourteen-year-old Iowa farmhand
Robert Puff grew tired of the inquisitive
stirrings within to understand the mysteries
of life. His deep desire to become like the
Grizzly Adams types he had learned so
much about and come to love overshadowed
the happy life he knew as a young boy… he
knew becoming a “mountain man” was
something he must do.
He awoke one morning and decided
to hop on a bus to the Colorado Rocky
Mountains to fulfill his dream. He left
without leaving a note or saying a word
to his parents, sister, or friends, and with
just $70 in his pocket, a wind jacket, a
Bible, and a backpack.
He knew if he could make it to the
mountains, he would learn about the
mysteries of life and obtain the answers
he was looking for.
Prior to arriving, though, Robert made
an overnight stop at a hotel. While
evaluating the journey he was embarking
upon, he knew he had two choices: keep
going or return home. His fearless nature
guided him to keep going… and he did…
for nine months.
When he arrived in the Rockies, he met
a couple of “nice guys” from the Midwest
who invited him to join them on their
camping trip. He said “yes,” but quickly
realized how lacking the proper gear to
handle the mountain cold was bound to
be detrimental to his plans.
His new friends recommended he head to
Lake Tahoe, California, where he would
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“You have to keep
trying things,
keep going, keep
seeking, and
slow down and be
present.”

have better luck finding jobs. Although
Robert had never been there before, he
knew there were mountains, and that
he would probably have an easier time
building a life for himself there.
Still 14 years old at this point, he arrived in
Tahoe with no money. While hitchhiking,
he was picked up by another friendly
gentleman and a Stanford University
student. He had already crafted the story
of why he was traveling—he grew up in
Colorado; his mother passed when he was
young; his father was a traveling salesman
who gave him the option of staying at
home one more year until he turned 18
or going out on his own… and he chose
the latter.
Feeling bad for Robert, the two new
friends took him in and gave him a “little
bit of money” so he could buy food.
Robert lived for a month on “just add
water” pancake mix and some sugar. But
he remained determined to find a job.
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His roommates suggested that he travel
back to Colorado (his home state cover
story) and go to the Social Security Office
and Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
to obtain the necessary documents.
The problem? He had no “proof” of his
identity, residency, or age, which were
required to get the documents.
After running into roadblock after
roadblock, Robert finally went to the
local Congressman’s office and explained
the situation. They believed he was 18,
but the secretary told him that if he tells
the Social Security office that he is 17, he
won’t be required to show “proof ” to get
a social security number. That worked,
and one document was obtained. Next
up, the license.

“We can all have a
beautiful life, but
there is only one
person who keeps
us from it and one
person who can
make sure we have
it, and it’s the same
person—ourselves.”

HEALTH & FITNESS

The issue: he did not have an ID, nor a
social security card, so no one would
hire him.

He went to the DMV and was told that
as long as he had two people who could
attest to knowing him his whole life and
that he was who he said he was and the
age he said he was, they would grant
him his license. He brought those two
people (who also lied) and voila… driver’s
license obtained.
He returned to Lake Tahoe and began
working, eventually getting his own
apartment and vehicle.
At the same time, Robert was still looking
for those “existential” answers, and he
hoped to find them via his two-month
experiment with alcohol and drugs.
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He tried alcohol once and became very
ill—he never drank again, and no deep
mysteries were revealed.
Marijuana also proved unproductive for
him, so he turned to LSD.
During one “bad experience” with this
heavyweight drug, Robert eyed a .30-06
rifle in the room he was in and began
having thoughts of death. At that same
moment, he had a vision of something
greater than himself and heard a voice
say, “Good has to win out over Evil. Hang
in there. This will pass.”
As he reviewed his life, he realized that
there was “more to life” and began to
settle down. While Robert did not believe
in God at this point, he did believe his
guides were speaking to him to help him
through that rough time.
The next day, Robert started a new job
washing dishes in a casino. There, he
met some Christian men who lived in
a commune. He shared his “partying”
experience from the night before, and
they shared their Bible study and invited
him to join. He was too doubtful at the
time to do so, but he did begin watching
them at work, and noticed that their lives
seemed to be going better than his own.
His concern was around sharing with
them who he really was... he was not
ready. Still, he was mindful of the fact that
he was living a lie.
Contemplating the choice to join the
Bible study, he heard the voice again:
“Remember Moses and Jesus—they really
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ROBERT
listens to

Let’s Talk Near
Death with
Kirsty Salisbury
Explores near death
experiences with
those who have
experienced it.
Firsthand accounts of
what took place and
what life is like after
returning.

NDE PodcasT
Ongoing exploration
of spiritually
transformative
experiences, including
NDE’s and other
phenomena in order
to better understand
spirituality.

In Our Time
Melvyn Bragg and
guests discuss the
history of ideas.

“Good has to win
out over Evil.
Hang in there.
This will pass.”
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didn’t tell anyone who they were initially,
either. I do not care who you are or what
you are—I love you. Just join us.” And he
did… seven months into his adventure
away from home and 15 years old.
Over the next two months, things were
going very well. Robert had found his faith,
and was growing, evolving, and learning.
But then the voice returned.
Robert had asked for something
challenging that would help him grow.
He thought the answer would be different
than the one he received. The voice said,
“I want you to tell everyone who you are.”
So, Robert shared the truth with the head
of the group and was told that the Bible is
clear about being truthful and honoring
one’s parents.
The next day, Robert called his parents.
“Thankfully,” he said, “they were not
home.” The day after, he called his parents
again, and through their tears and obvious
relief, they asked him to come home the
next day, and he agreed.
The whole nine months Robert was away,
no one in his family or friend circle knew
where he was… nor did the FBI.
Upon returning home, Robert addressed
the pain his leaving had caused and
subsequently became a bit of a hometown
celebrity in Storm Lake, Iowa—population
10,000 (give or take).
After obtaining his high school diploma
via the GED test, attending college early,
receiving a Master’s in Comparative
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Dr. Puff
enjoying
his time in
Las Vegas, NV

Religion and a PhD in Clinical Psychology,
Dr. Puff still felt the “holes” of his
unanswered inquiries. “I was better when
I returned home than when I left,” he
stated, but he still could not figure out
why things were not working for him
consistently or why he did not feel
genuinely happy.
Little did he know that his “celebrity”
status as a teenager would preface the
multitude of appearances he would make
many years later on television, radio,
and through international speaking as a
PhD Clinical Psychologist. All the while,
Dr. Puff interviewed people who seemed
genuinely happy to find out what was
working to keep them that way—the
“secret sauce” of happiness.
What he found can be summarized as
follows:
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

SEE
THIS AD?
So do thousands
upon thousands
of people who
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“Happiness is right here, right now.”

ADVERTISE

HERE

Being present and detaching from the outcomes are key
to happiness and life. As Dr. Puff put it, “You just gotta
live. We can all have a beautiful life, but there is only
one person who keeps us from it and one person who
can make sure we have it, and it’s the same person—
ourselves. You have to keep trying things, keep going,
keep seeking, and slow down and be present.”
In 2011, after years of being in radio and television, Dr.
Puff started the Happiness Podcast which just crossed
the nine million download mark with 304 episodes.
His passion for helping others “live life” as genuinely
happy people is clear, and he walks his talk while staying
grounded in a reality that brings him joy.
There is a peaceful gentleness about Dr. Puff that puts
you at ease… and, if you are present, you can still see
the inquisitive heart of that 14-year-old boy who never
stopped seeking the answers to happiness.
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or contact
ads@podcastmagazine.com
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incorporating mindfulness without being too
“airy-fairy.” Rachael keeps it real, vulnerable,
raw, and truthful, and I appreciate that.

THE MINDFUL KIND
“Mindfulness” has been used as a “New Age”
buzzword for many years now… with a TON
of teachers, “gurus,” coaches, bloggers, and
podcasters tackling the topic from a wide
variety of angles.
And I wholeheartedly agree that mindfulness
practices are important.
What I find interesting (and really love) about
Rachael Kable’s approach in The Mindful
Kind is that she addresses everyday issues
from a place of grounded reality while
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The Mindful Kind has been consistently
produced over the last five years, with
258 episodes published to date. Topics
include self-care, boundaries, resilience,
communication, grief, loss... the list is quite
long. And that’s the cool thing—Rachael
shares her own experiences and opinions,
BUT consistently offers practical tools, skills,
strategies, and insights as well that allow
the listener to feel a resonance with and an
understanding of how to face challenges
mindfully. I love that!
As a licensed therapist and coach, I can tell
you this blended approach is not common,
which makes me want to tune in even more.
If you’d like to discover the “how” behind being
mindful (without having to light candles and
incense all day—don’t get me wrong, I do those
things and love it, but people want real world
application, too), tune in to The Mindful Kind.
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CHOOSING
LOVE
AS YOUR
DEFAULT:
A Field Guide To Ending War
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But fear leads to violence, and violence leads to war. So,
there must be another way.
There is, and it starts with you.
That’s the premise behind the Love Anyway podcast
produced by Preemptive Love and hosted by Erin Wilson,
field editor living in Iraq.

Love Anyway is an immersive storytelling podcast that
explores how ordinary people who live in places like
Iraq, Syria, the U.S., and on the frontlines of conflict
around the world are making the extraordinary choice
to choose love in the face of fear.
“The mission of the Love Anyway podcast is to introduce
listeners to people who choose to love in difficult and
divisive situations, with the goal of dismantling the
myth of ‘us versus them,’” said Wilson. “The stories
we share come out of our work in the most polarized
and often violent places around the world. Our goal is
a simple one—to end all war. We aim to do this through
relief programs designed to help stop the spread of war,
job creation to reduce the risk of war, and community
building to slowly heal the past and change the ideas
that lead to war. We provide this relief not as an exercise,
but to help people meet and come to fundamentally
understand one another better. We believe that once
people truly get to know another person, it is harder
for them to hate that person. Where there is no hate,
love can thrive.”
Wilson and a few of her colleagues began the podcast a
little over a year ago. Although it is currently on hiatus,
they have recorded four seasons so far, most of which are
eight episodes long. This break in podcasting has allowed
Erin to switch hats and assumes other duties, like those
of the editor-in-chief for field communications. She is
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Our world runs on fear. It envelops mankind. It’s
invisible, yet readily discernible. We are taught to be
afraid of anyone and anything different from ourselves.

GOVERNMENT

responsible for gathering media from the
other countries they work with, including
photography, video, film, and sound.
Wilson’s core listening audience consists
of three groups: the first includes the
initial Preemptive Love followers, the
second are new followers, and the third
are the actual people the podcast serves.

“Podcasts are an amazing way for an
organization to stay transparent. It’s a
beautiful, collaborative experience when
you know you’re making something that
is going to be listened to by the very
person you are interviewing. And when
that person shares it with friends, it’s
amazing. Especially if it’s on Facebook.
Iraqis love Facebook!
“We introduce everyday people to our
listeners who are making the hard choice
to choose love as their default, instead
of hate. That’s hard, especially now with
the civil unrest in the U.S. Through our
podcast, we want folks to know that
choosing love is possible. It’s not easy, but
it is possible.
“When I initially came to Iraq nine years
ago, it was to teach photography to kids
who didn’t have many opportunities. I
fell in love with the people and decided I
wanted to live a chunk of my life with the
folks here. I made the move a year before
ISIS came on the scene, and have been
here for seven years now. This is my third
career. I was born and raised in Crystal
Beach, Canada, and I had a very nice
life. My first career was as a restoration
carpenter; my second was as a museum
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ERIN

listens to
Revisionist
History
Revisionist History is
Malcolm Gladwell’s
journey through the
overlooked and the
misunderstood.

On Being
Groundbreaking
Peabody Awardwinning conversation
about the big
questions of meaning—
spiritual inquiry,
science, social healing,
and the arts.

The RobCast
The RobCast is a
weekly podcast by
Rob Bell, a New York
Times bestselling
author.

“I do think we can

live in a world where

most people can live
with the intention of
making the choice

[to love anyway].”
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curator; and now, I’m doing this. But the
common thread through all three is story.
With building restoration, you are waiting
for the building to talk to you. As a curator,
you wait for the artifacts to talk to you. And
now, I actually get to talk to people.”
Wilson says her daily life in Iraq is much
like everyone else’s. “Whatever picture
you have of Iraq, it’s not what you think.
Because of COVID, things have changed a
bit, but it’s a beautiful place to live. I enjoy
swimming in a nearby lake, getting pizza
delivered to my house, and spending time
on Twitter. Occasionally, there are times
when we don’t have power, but things have
greatly improved from when I first came.

“I don’t think we’ll ever live in a world where
all people will ‘love anyway.’ I’m an optimist,
not delusional. But I do think we can live in
a world where most people can live with the
intention of making that choice.
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“My hope is that every broken person finds
healing… that every person who needs to
be cared for finds caring… and that every
person who has been misunderstood
finds at least one person who really sees
him. I believe if we can get there, we won’t
have war.”
What Wilson loves most about hosting the
podcast is getting to interview and talk
with some truly amazing people.

“I get the opportunity to act as a mirror to
the world. I get to hold up ordinary folks,
who are Iraqi or Syrian, and show them
how amazing they are. In Southern Iraq
when ISIS was on the scene, a colleague
named Sadiq was taking food supplies to
people who really needed it. The truck
broke down, and he had to bury himself
in the sand, so ISIS wouldn’t find him. He
risked his life for people he did not know,
because he knew they needed food. He
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Awat and Mariam Mosul, Iraq
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refused to leave the truck. He chose to
love anyway.

I didn’t have to. I love that I have that
choice, because many women do not.”

“After people listen to the podcast, I hope
they will be brave enough to open up to
their community—to introduce themselves
to a refugee family living in the area. I
hope they have the courage to stand up for
a woman in a headscarf getting harassed
on a bus, or to simply listen to somebody
with a different point of view than theirs.
This moment in U.S. history is significant,
because people can make choices before
they ever go cast a ballot. We all have
the choice to hear people’s concerns or
continue to ignore them.”

She is inspired by so many people. “I’m
inspired by the Iraqi grandmothers who are
raising their grandchildren, because their
kids were killed by ISIS. I’m inspired by the
folks with alcohol addictions who get their
one-day chip. I admire folks with depression
who make it through one more day. I’m
inspired by people who choose love.”
So, what about you?
Will you choose to love anyway?

Wilson is single. Whenever her wellmeaning friends in Iraq ask her why she
is not married, she answers, “Because

Government Category Director

Meiko S. Patton
government@podcastmagazine.com
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provides a fresh, farmer-centric take on food
and farm policy—is so apropos. It aims to put
a spotlight on food systems and food justice.
What I like about this podcast is that it provides
real education via great information and
thorough research:

YOUNG FARMERS PODCAST
Farmers are the backbone and true unsung
heroes of our modern world. They are the
unknown men and women who rise at the
crack of dawn and work in the sweltering
sun (or combat the bitter cold) to put
food on our tables each day. We enjoy an
abundance of food thanks to the hard work
of the American farmer.
That’s why the Young Farmers Podcast hosted
by Lindsey Lusher Shute—co-founder of the
National Young Farmers Coalition, which
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Did you know that an acre of Kansas wheat
produces enough bread to feed nearly 9,000
people for one day?
Without farmers, we wouldn’t have burgers
and fries. Nearly 60 percent of Idaho’s potatoes
are used for that purpose. And in Nebraska,
the nation’s top producer of red meat, cattle
outnumber Nebraskans four to one.
Lindsey interviews policy makers, experts,
advocates, and of course, young farmers about
the most critical issues facing farming today,
especially amid a global pandemic.
If you want to learn more about where your
food comes from and how you can help young
farmers, don’t miss an episode.
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Check out these awesome, brand
new pods... and be sure to show ‘em
some Rating, Reviewing, Subscribing
& Downloading love!
Unlocking Us
Hosted by: Brené Brown
The podcast debuted in March
and quickly became a toprated show in Society & Culture.
Interviews are warm, thoughtful,
and vulnerable. My favorite is the
interview with Alicia Keys!

Music Football &
Fatherhood
Hosted by: Sebastien Lefebvre
and Patrick Langlois
Simple Plan guitarist Lefebvre and
Musique Plus journalist Langlois
introduce listeners to new music
while allowing fans a glimpse into
the private lives of the hosts.

GET THE WORD OUT
Straight Up

The Reckless Pursuit

Hosted by: Trent Shelton

Hosted by: Cody and Elain
Johnston

Have you launched a new podcast
in the last 60 days?

Former NFL wide receiver turned
internationally successful
Their tagline says it all: A safe
motivational speaker with over
place for Christians to ask unsafe
12 million followers on social
questions. Cody and Elaine
media brings his powerful and
explore
grace34,000+
and care
We can help you get the word
outwith
to our
honest perspective to bring you
questions others are afraid to
the truth you need to hear - even
subscribers with a listing in our
if it’s hard to take.
ask.new feature section

BS de Resistance

Making Sense

Grilling JR

Hosted by: Sam Harris

Hosted by: Jim Ross

Join Sam Harris—neuroscientist,
philosopher, and best-selling
author—as he explores some of
the most important questions
about the human mind, society,
and current events.

For over forty years, Jim Ross has
been the Voice of Wrestling. From
referee in the regional territories
to becoming the Executive Vice
President for WWE, nobody has a
story quite like Jim Ross.

Reply All
Contact us at ads@podcastmagazine.com

Hosted by: Lyssa Graham and
Dale Leopold

Hosted by: PJ Vogt and Alex
Goldman

Irreverent, fast-paced, and
deliciously immersive anti-Trump
political satire following a Texas
mom and her precocious fouryear-old as they’re drawn in to a
struggle with the Deep State and
its enemies.

According to The Guardian, this
is “‘a podcast about the internet’
that is actually an unfailingly
original exploration of modern
life and how to survive it.”
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KIDS & FAMILY

LET THEM BE HEARD
At Your Level:
A Podcast By Kids For Kids
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We’re used to finding podcasts featuring
adults telling stories for kids, but this
show is totally different.
The At Your Level podcast is hosted by
10-year-old Ari Kelly who invites other
children to join him as they talk about
cool stuff that interests kids. The best
part—kids can record themselves on the
website for other kids to hear. Genius!
Wow, this may easily be one of the coolest
concepts for a kid-friendly podcast I’ve
ever seen.
When parents turn to At Your Level, they
don’t have to worry about finding audio
content that’s appropriate and fun for
children. With engaging segments like
“biZaRrE ASMR,” “Bad Dad,” “Riddle Me
This,” and “Nerd Out,” this show is the
ticket to keeping kids entertained.
Of course, we can’t help but wonder
how it all got started, right? Ari is
happy to explain:

“I was making fettuccini alfredo and
decided to record the weird sound the
noodles were making as they were cooking.
I sent it to my friends in a group chat and
then showed my mom their funny guesses
about what the sound was. We thought it
would be a good idea for a podcast.”
This was the genesis of the “biZaRrE
ASMR” segment, where kids guess
a mystery sound. Mum Tal then
brainstormed with her inventive son, and
they came up with other light-hearted yet
thought-provoking segments.
Tal recalls, “The idea was floating in the
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“We want to
give [kids] a
platform. It’s a
chance for them
to speak and
have a voice.”
air before that because Ari is a very social
kid. He enjoys acting and being with other
kids, so the concept of interviewing kids
appealed to him.”
Initially, Ari had planned to invite some
friends over to his house to record the first
episode of the podcast. But before he had
the opportunity to huddle with his guests
around a microphone, the pandemic
started. Ari switched gears immediately,
changing the topic of the first episode to
the Coronavirus and chatting with his
guests via Zoom.
In other words, this fifth grader from
Massachusetts refused to let quarantine
get in the way of interacting with his
friends. And since he was already used
to listening to podcasts, he recognized the
value of this medium as a tool for staying
connected with his peers.
He also realized that there was another
gem he could share… one that is
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com

(left) Ari with his
mother Tal who
helped launch his
podcast
(right) Ari on
saxophone with
his friend Ben on
trombone working
hard on content
for At Your Level

ideas for celebrating a birthday during a
pandemic.

frequently experienced at his breakfast
table. “My dad tells way too many bad
jokes,” Ari declares. It became clear that
these jokes would make entertaining
material for a segment. It turns out, he
was right. They are so ridiculous, you
can’t help but laugh.
For Ari and his mum, there’s inspiration
everywhere, including in other families.
Ari’s brother, Ben, is a musician, and
his mentor, James Markey, plays bass
trombone in the Boston Symphony
Orchestra. James and his four musically
gifted kids have been guests on the
show, and James’ bad viola jokes were a
hysterical hit.
Ari does a fantastic job making his
guests feel like part of the show, too.
For example, the idea of a “pandemic
birthday” was born right around the time
of Ari’s birthday. On one episode, listeners
became guests and shared their fun
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Always keen to collaborate, Ari and his
mother recently reached out to a culinary
school for kids, because as Ari says, “Who
the heck doesn’t like food?” In the latest
episode, young cooks revealed to their
lively host their favorite ingredient to use,
the strangest thing they’ve ever eaten, and
why they love to cook.
Ari acknowledges that he and his friends
have tons of fun with the podcast (if your
child is a fan of riddles, the show offers
those, too!), but it’s also time-consuming.
No one knows that better than his mother.
Inviting guests to record themselves
on the podcast’s website often makes it
challenging to turn the audio into a highquality sound. Tal says, “We work hard to
get the sound quality right,” and I can tell
you, it shows.
An Art Director by profession, Tal has
found that her creative skills transfer
well to this medium. “It’s a very similar
process, except that in my job, we use
January 2021 | PodcastMagazine.com
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ENCOURAGING
CREATIVITY

KIDS & FAMILY

can adapt, make new friends, and find
connections in new ways.”
Topic ideas, recordings, and guests are
always welcome on this podcast.

design instead of audio. Even Audition
is a very visual app and is similar to the
other Adobe products.”
Tal finds the hard work particularly
rewarding when kids reach out to them.

“The beauty of audio editing is that when
you have someone who is shy, you can
clean up her sound and make her heard.
There was a really shy girl who submitted
a joke, and I was excited to receive it.
When I let her dad know about it, he was
so surprised—he didn’t think she would
participate in such a thing. She had
broken out of her shyness and recorded
it all on her own.”
Tal finds it refreshing to listen to kids, too.
“They just say what they feel and think.”
She adds, “The most important thing for
us is to make kids feel welcome, like it is
their show as much as Ari’s, because we
want to give them a platform. It’s a chance
for them to speak and have a voice. This
podcast provides a space where kids
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Although it’s only been 10 months since
the launch of At Your Level right at the
beginning of the pandemic, it’s already
getting rave reviews. Ari’s response when
he first saw them?

“That’s crazy!”
Ari has some advice for those thinking of
trying their hand at a kids’ podcast:

“Try not to make the episodes too long,
unless they are extremely entertaining …
because kids have a short attention span.”
His mom adds, “I encourage everyone to
be creative. If there is something you’re
passionate about, and it sparks your
creativity, explore it.”
Mother and son agree that young
podcasters should just “Go for it!”
Take a listen to At Your Level, and you’ll
experience firsthand how easy it is for
parents and kids alike to get hooked. Best of
all, everyone is invited to join in the fun!
Kids & Family Category Director

Ian R. Lobas
kidsandfamily@podcastmagazine.com

Men On Purpose Podcast
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MIC
delivery and is terribly boring. The
storytelling effort feels like basic reading,
as there is no acting or inflection, no energy
in the presentation, and no variety of tone.
Mick Munter is supposed to be “your guide
to the great unknown,” but unfortunately, he
didn’t take me anywhere imaginative.
As if that’s not enough, the sound effects are
those of a beginner at best.

MICK MUNTER MONSTER
HUNTER
The premise of this show is that every month,
Mick Munter explores the untamed wilderness
looking for monsters. This character is meant
to be an Australian native who “searches out
the strangest creatures, the most mighty bites,
the superest supernaturals, and brings you all
along for the ride.”
The cover art for Mick Munter Monster
Hunter is nice and catchy, but that’s where
the fun ends. The narrator has a monotone
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I suggest podcast hosts always remember that
it’s not just a matter of hearing themselves
talk. We have a responsibility to engage the
listeners who are investing their time with us.
Plus, according to a review by an Australian,
the narrator’s accent is not authentic. It
seems some troublesome stereotypes are
being used in an attempt to make the show
sensational.
It’s worth noting that the best shows are
packed with substance and have a highquality sound. This podcast did not measure
up. Sadly, I couldn’t turn it off fast enough.
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Ian’s Independent Review Of A Kids & Family Podcast You’ve
Definitely Heard Of... But Might Want To Reconsider Listening To

NEWS

DEAR APPLE
PODCASTS,
What IS The Definition
Of News?
This month, I was asked to write a column for the News
Podcasts Category. And I’ve been pretty excited about
doing so, mainly because I have a News Category
Podcast called Amplify Today. Plus, for the last five
years, I have considered myself a news junkie.
But not the Tom Brokaw Nightly News kind of junkie.
Severe weather in Kansas doesn’t interest me. The
latest NFL draft picks or what the Democrats are
doing is not on my radar. I haven’t watched Face the
Nation. I don’t follow Dan Rather on Twitter. And I
don’t subscribe to the local paper.
But traditionally, those are the things a typical
news junkie is interested in, right?
For me, I’ve really obsessed over social media
news (i.e., companies Facebook is buying,
Twitter strategies, new IPOs).
And it seems to me that the evening news has
shaped our definition of news—i.e. politics,
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celebrities, current events, high-profile
crimes, international disasters, weather,
sports, and local traffic.
So if I don’t care about the usual suspects,
can I really be a news junkie? Or is
this “evening news/New York Times”
definition of news not really accurate?
Not sure if you know this, but when
podcasters submit their podcasts to
Apple Podcasts, they choose the podcast
category themselves, and there isn’t
always one that fits. For example, I
wanted to put Amplify Today in a Social
Media or Marketing category, but they
didn’t exist. Tech was close, but it didn’t
have a current events subcategory. So,
News –> Tech News was the closest
applicable spot.
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But it’s not really something an NPR News
fan might listen to.
I really hadn’t looked at the News
Categories that Apple Podcasts provides
since beginning Amplify Today in 2014,
and was more than surprised after
doing so to write this article. There are
only seven official sub-categories of
news: Business, Daily, Entertainment,
Commentary, Politics, Sports, and Tech.
Now, there does exist a Business Category.
There is an Entertainment Category. And
there are Sports and Tech Categories.
Daily, Commentary, and Politics—the
New York Times definition of news—are
the only subcategories that don’t have a
similar category elsewhere.
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My curiosity was piqued. What if you’re
a gardening news junkie? Can you find
what you need in the News Category?
Searching Apple Podcasts for “Gardening
News,” I found many that would be of
interest. World Organic News brings you
the latest on organic news. Good News with
Nurse Heather is about growing cannabis
and the news surrounding that. And Flower
Power Garden Hour with Marlene Simon
features conversations with people in the
know about gardening news.
But none of them were in the News
Category. They were more appropriately
found in the Gardening Category. And that
makes sense, because you’re more likely
to subscribe to those if you’re browsing
the Gardening Category than someone
would be who listens to News Beat and is
looking for something similar.
So what did we, Podcast Magazine,
highlight in 2020 from the news
category? Of the 27 podcasts we
included as feature articles, Under the
Radar Reviews, and in the Off the Charts
section, here’s the breakdown:
11 would be considered New York
Times news definition podcasts, like
BBC Global News , Newsworthy , and
Today, Explained.
Five were interview-based podcasts where
the information covered was probably
news to you. But some, like Marketing,
Media & Money, were more wisdombased discussions, and would probably
be better served in the Business Category.
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From a
discoverability
standpoint,
recommendation
engines are
everywhere, using
data to offer up
suggestions to you.

Six were topic-based podcasts, like Dog
Cancer Answers, About Space Today, and
The Red Road Radio Show. Again, Dog
Cancer Answers would most likely find a
more targeted audience if it were in the
Health or Pets Category.
And then there were a few more random
podcasts, like Bag Man, a historical
account of a political figure, and
Unscripted, which is more like unscripted
chit chat.
I came to the conclusion that the News
Category could use a bit of revising in
Apple Podcasts. I single out Apple because
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they’re still the ‘big dog’ of the industry,
and the categories chosen there often
become the categories podcast apps apply
to the podcasts, as well.
From a discoverability standpoint, you’re
familiar with the recommendation
engines, right? They are everywhere. On
Netflix, you may come across a heading
that reads, “Because you liked Breaking
Bad, you might like these movies. . .” Or,
at the bottom of a blog post, you might
see “Recommended Posts” with links.
These recommendation engines use the
category, title, genre, etc. data to offer up
suggestions to you.
Does it make sense that an avid listener
of Dog Cancer Answers would likely also
like BBC Global News because they’re
both in the News Category?

Events” subcategories under Business,
Entertainment, Sports, and Tech main
categories.
Podcasts that follow the New York Times/

NBC Nightly News definition of news
don’t fit elsewhere. And fans of The

Skimm would probably also be fans of
Newsworthy. Fans of BBC Global News
would probably be interested in The News

from Buzzfeed News.
That actually does make sense, right?
Instead of thinking the word “news” is
just the plural form of “new,” Apple, how
about using the definition that Walter
Cronkite, Peter Jennings, and CNN spent
years defining?

I don’t think so.
So, with this article, I ask Apple
to make a change. Take Business,
Entertainment, Sports, and Tech out of
the News Category. Make them “Current
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News Category Director

Dan R Morris
news@podcastmagazine.com
TracingThePath
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LAUREN
LOGRASSO:
Unleashing Your
Inner Creative
When singer/songwriter Lauren
LoGrasso moved from Detroit to
L.A. with stars in her eyes, she
found herself homesick. So,
whenever she was in her car,
she would listen to a SiriusXM
show called Cosmo Radio.
It was produced in her
hometown, and Lauren
found it comforting.

“I always said I would
love to have a show on
SiriusXM,” Lauren shared.
“I love the ability of audio
to transform a life.”
Her love of audio was
coupled with an interest in
production. As fate would have
it, she interned on the Ellen show
only 11 days after graduating from
Michigan State, working her way up
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the ladder while learning everything she could from
other producers. Part of that learning included keeping
her composure while working with celebrities.

have a show

After telling pretty much anyone who would listen
that she worked on Ellen, there came a day when she
happened to mention it in front of the right person at
the right time—a fellow student in her acting class who
knew a production coordinator who was hiring interns.
After much persistence, Lauren landed the internship.

I would love to
on SiriusXM.
I love the

ability of audio
to transform
a life. ”

MUSIC

“I always said

When Lauren first got her start in radio, she had the
opportunity to meet the VP of female content for SiriusXM.
Lauren pitched around 100 ideas to her, and, after that,
a position as the associate producer of Maria Menounos’
SiriusXM show was created for her. From there, she
moved up to the role of producer on the same show and
went on air with Maria. All of this led to her becoming
an executive producer at Cadence13 and working on hit
shows like Brené Brown’s chart-topping Unlocking Us,
Lauren Conrad: Asking for a Friend, Gwyneth Paltrow’s
The Goop Podcast, Meaningful Conversations with Maria
Shriver, Rachel Brathen’s Yoga Girl: Conversations from
the Heart, She Rates Dogs: The Podcast, Pod Is a Woman,
and Girlboss Radio.

“This was my radio Jesus,’’ she said.
Lauren continued to host and produce until 2018, when
she became convinced that the world was suffering from
repressed creativity and decided to launch her own show
in late February—Unleash Your Inner Creative with
Lauren LoGrasso!
The show has landed in the New and Noteworthy Category
37 times since then. It is frequently on the Apple Top 200
Chart, has a solid five-star rating, and is one of Anchor.
FM’s featured podcasts.
At 31 years old, Lauren has dedicated her life to
creativity and shifting the lives of others. You can hear
the passion in her voice when she speaks about her
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A WOMAN OF
MANY HATS

Throughout her
career Lauren has
found herself in
many roles including
podcast host (far
left, interviewing DJ
Khaled), red carpet
host (left, working the
carpet for NBC’s The
Voice), and (below)
more recently as
singer/songwriter

desire to really make a difference and
impact her listeners’ lives.
On her show, she delves into inspiring,
hilarious, and vulnerable stories of people
who have learned to unleash their inner
creativity. Referring to it as a “hybrid of
a therapy session, spiritual enlightening
course, and creativity workshop,” Lauren’s
goal for each episode is “to help people
make creativity a filter for their life,
redefine their relationship with fear by
taking it out of the driver’s seat, step more
fully into the essence of who they are, and
claim their right to have a dream and take
up space.”
You could call the show an intersection
of sorts between the creative, spiritual,
and mental aspects of health. Lauren
came up with the idea after seeing how
people seemed so depressed while likely
repressing life issues. She endeavored to
help stop that trend and attract people who
have a dream but are hesitant to begin the
process of achieving it.
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An artist herself, Lauren speaks a different
type of language with her guests during
their deep, intimate conversations.
This makes sense, as artists tend to be
more open and willing to talk about
almost anything while speaking their
truths. Recent interviews include music
icons DJ Khaled, singer, songwriter and
actress Deborah Cox, and Grammy Award
nominated soul and R&B artist Ledisi, to
name a few.
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“I want to help people
filter for their life

[and ] redefine their

relationship with fear
by taking it out of the
driver’s seat.”
When she is not producing her show or
her clients’ shows, Lauren works on her
music—another of her passions and the
side hustle she has been relentlessly
pursuing for over a decade.
She released her first single, “Road to
Glory” in November 2019, and her next,
“Rise,” in April of this year. “Rise” was so
well-received and apropos for the time as
the pandemic surged across the world that
People magazine featured an article about
her and how music has changed her life.

“I can literally start crying talking about
it, because growing up, I never thought I
could write music,” Lauren confessed. “I
thought the only thing I’d ever get to do is
interpret other people’s songs. Music has
saved my life.”
Lauren credits her skill, discipline, and
work ethic for helping her get to where
she is today.
In regard to the state the world is in,
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Lauren believes art will heal humanity.
She points to podcasts, television shows,
books, and the Internet as “all the things
that remind us we are human.” This is
also why Lauren is a big proponent of
other podcasters.

“Keep going. We need you,” she
encouraged.
And to anyone chasing a dream, Lauren
said:

“Learn to say what you want. If you can’t
say what you want in life, you will never
get what you want.”
Podcasters who love what they do play a
large role in keeping the art of podcasting
alive—and Lauren is clearly one of them.

Music Category Director

Raven Blair Glover
music@podcastmagazine.com
Amazing Women And Men
Of Power
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Raven’s Independent Review Of A Music Podcast You Probably
Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

3.5
MICS

SONG VS. SONG
Hosted by Todd Nathanson and SyFy’s Dany
Roth, Song vs. Song pits two similar songs
against each other with controversial outcomes.
For example, it might compare a current
song against older, similar versions, like it
does in the episodes “Ghostbusters vs. Men
In Black” and “Mo Money Mo Problems vs.
California Love.”
The hosts play the songs back-to-back and
then discuss them.
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I love the musical comparisons, and each
episode leaves you with a satisfying take on
each song. Dan and Todd have that “friendsin-real-life chemistry” a lot of other co-hosts
don’t. They provide great insight on songs that
you know but may not have heard in years.
Also, the format of reviewing songs against
each other is very good. Music is inherently
contextual and subjective, so it grounds the
relative merits well.
As part of Todd’s listening audience, you’re
also invited to vote and leave your comments
on the Song vs. Song battles on Twitter. In
fact, “The idea for the @SongVsSongPod
came from the informal Twitter polls I would
throw up all the time,” Todd said. “A digital
outlet (where it ultimately didn’t work out for
us) pitched me to start a podcast, and that
was the concept for it I pitched back at them.”
If you want a different take on songs from
past and present, you should check Dan and
Todd out.
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CERTIFIED MAMA’S BOY
A Funny, Authentic, Inviting Family Affair
“I say the Universe always speaks to us
first in whispers. It’s that subtle. And if
you don’t pay attention to the whisper, it
gets louder and louder and louder. Then,
it’s like getting thumped upside the head.
If you don’t pay attention to that, it’s like
getting a brick upside the head. You don’t
pay attention to that, the brick wall falls
down.” – Oprah Winfrey
Steve Kramer was enjoying life as a
morning radio personality in San Diego.
That is, until 2018, when life as he knew
it began to change.
The first whisper occurred when his
beloved dog passed away in March.
Then, one month later, the thump: his
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wife left him. And later that year, Steve
was diagnosed with hyperacusis, a very
rare hearing condition where certain
frequencies can become intolerable—the
brick upside the head.
Steve remembers:

“Things that were normal volume
sounded way super loud to me and would
cause physical pain. Obviously, with me
working in audio, it was a real challenge.”
In January 2020, just after the new year,
Steve’s brick wall came down when,
after five years of hosting his successful
morning show, he was let go. Steve
recounts:
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As Steve contemplated his next steps,
he felt like “fate was guiding me into
a new project.” His network of radio
hosts included Jeff Dauler, host of The
Upside podcast.

“I thought about my buddy, Jeff, who was
also let go from his radio job six months
earlier. Jeff and his wife Callie had
started their podcast, and I remembered
watching his audience migrate from the
radio over to their podcast. I texted him
before I made the announcement about
being let go and suggested we catch up. I
wanted to talk about podcasting and see
if it might be something that would work
for me.”
Steve and Jeff brainstormed ideas for
Steve’s podcast, including taking a
“personal inventory.”

“I’m not an expert in anything,” Steve
reflects. “I don’t have a skill or a hobby.
I can’t talk about The Bachelor—there’s
already 50,000 podcasts doing that. I can’t
talk about sports. I don’t know anything. I
kept asking myself what is different about
me. And I specifically remember sitting
at my kitchen table when the epiphany
came—I could do a podcast with my mom!”
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“So I was sitting
there, kind of in
the depths of my
despair, thinking
oh, no… what am I
going to do now?”

SOCIETY & CULTURE

“So I was sitting there, kind of in the
depths of my despair, thinking oh, no…
what am I going to do now? I didn’t
have any real skills. I had created a life
dependent on sharing my thoughts daily.
I talked about pop culture for 15 years!
And suddenly, I was in a weird place of
questioning what’s next. What would the
next chapter of my life be like?”

Steve has always had a close relationship
with his mom, Nancy. During Steve’s
divorce process, Nancy sent him a daily
inspirational quote for upliftment, and
he would in turn post those quotes on his
social media.

“I’ve been called a ‘mama’s boy’ my entire
life. And that’s where the idea of a ‘mama’s
boy’ podcast came from.”
Nancy, grounded in spirituality, is a
deacon in the Episcopal Church near
Atlanta. Steve believed she would have
universal appeal with his audience.

“Now the problem was that my mom
had no background in broadcasting. She
had no public speaking skills. She had
no microphone or any idea how to do a
show or podcast. So when I called her in
late January, I was like, ‘Mom, go with me
here. If I wanted to start a podcast with
you, would you be interested in doing it?’”
Nancy’s reply? “Yes! What does that mean?”
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“I had retired, and COVID-19 was
spreading,” Nancy says. “So I had lots of
time. I figured why not learn something
new that allowed me to spend more time
with my son?”
And that’s how Certified Mama’s Boy
was born.
Within one month, Steve and Nancy went
from zero to launching the podcast. Nancy
laughingly says she “managed to learn
new technology with a lot of frustration
from Kramer!

for the first two months. The first episodes
were done over Skype. We quickly learned
that it was not a lasting solution. Then
when we heard about Zencaster, and we
decided to hop on there. We were trying
to figure it out as we went along. Even
Jeff wasn’t quite sure how to sync up two
people who live across the country and
make that work. Initially, it was really a
mess. The first 20 episodes were for sure!”

“There was lots of facetiming. ‘Mom, let
me see your screen. Okay, plug this in
here. Plug this in there. Hit this, hit that.’
There was frustration for sure, but we
made it,” Nancy says.

Undeterred, mom and son persisted,
and now, they are over 200 episodes
strong. They record five days a week and
have started a Facebook group. Certified
Mama’s Boy quickly gained popularity.
In fact, it’s landed the #2 spot on
Podcast Magazine’s Hot 50 list for seven
consecutive months!

And while Steve was modeling his friend
Jeff’s podcasting strategy, “I wasn’t really
ready to invest, because I wasn’t sure the
podcast was going to work,” he says. “So I
decided to go
bare bones.
I already
had a Yeti
microphone,
and my mom
borrowed a
microphone
from one of
her friends

“What we have now—the daily show—wasn’t
necessarily the plan, per se. It became a
lifesaver for me, as did my audience. In
those dark moments, having an audience
come to listen five days a week kept me on
my mental game. It was such a blessing; it
continues to be such a blessing. We have
built a community. And I’m so appreciative
of every single person in it from all over the
country. They’ve either found me from radio
shows, or from other podcasts, or through
social media. There’s even a woman in the
Netherlands who just happened to see a
post of mine on Instagram and sought out

MAMA’S BOY

Steve has always had a special relationship with his mother Nancy, so
when it came time to reinvent his career, he turned to her for advice,
but also to be co-host of the Certified Mama’s Boy podcast
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Originally, Steve’s plan was to have his
mother provide a quote and be on air for no
more than two minutes. Slowly, however,
Steve realized that Nancy had become a
full-fledged co-host. Nancy remembers:

“Steve said, ‘Just have a quote ready every
day.’ Oh, okay, I thought. That’s easy enough.
I can bring a quote. Well, it became a little
more than that. We share our lives with
people. And whatever is happening in the
moment, that’s what we talk about. Because
that’s what life is—it’s lived in the present.
And it’s been a lot of fun. Steve has the gift
of gab, so I never know from one minute to
the next what’s coming up.”
Steve’s father and sister have also been
podcast guests and have special episode
topics, as well.

“I think many podcasters don’t realize that
their audience is genuinely invested in
their life,” Steve says. “They want to know
more. They want to get a peek at what’s
really going on behind the scenes. I’ve
shared my life for 15 years, so some people
are pretty invested with what’s going on
with me already. I brought my dramatic
sister Maggie on the show, and listeners
kept asking for more stories about her
upcoming wedding, so we kept bringing
her back on. And then my dad, nicknamed
Jimmy Mack, came on to talk about totally
random stuff, like getting screwed over by
the phone company—old man stuff. The
audience loved it, so I turned that into a
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STEVE
listens to
The Upside With Callie
and Jeff
Despite how hard life is,
something positive always
shows up. Always. It’s
become our mission.

SOCIETY & CULTURE

the podcast from there. We’ve just become
this really cool community. I didn’t know I
could do that.”

Know Your Aura With
Mystic Michaela
Know Your Aura with Mystic
Michaela is the podcast
discussing all things
mystical and practical in
aura color.

Miguel and Holly
Uncensored
Daily podcast of the
Tampa Bay 101.5FM
morning show hosts.

“I think many podcasters
don’t realize that their
audience is genuinely
invested in their life.

They want to know more.
They want to get a peek

at what’s really going on
behind the scenes.”
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Check out
Certified Mama’s Boy
on Podcast Magazine’s
Hot 50 chart,
celebrating their
7TH MONTH at #2!
See the
full list
p.123

segment called ‘What would Jimmy Mack
do?’ If people feel like they’re getting
screwed over, they can write in, and my
dad will give them that ‘old man advice’ for
‘getting back at the man.’
“I think as podcasters, we have to
remember that we are living in a time
when people have a desire to feel
connected to others. And by letting them
in, we’re inviting them to grow attached
to us, and vice versa.”
In September, Steve was hired by a
Baltimore radio station to host the
Kramer and Jess morning show. In order
to capitalize on Steve’s existing fans,
the station simultaneously launched a
podcast, Kramer and Jess Uncensored on
Radio.com. That show has been voted #3
on the Podcast Magazine Hot 50 list for
three months in a row, as well.
Authenticity and warmth are hallmarks
of the Certified Mama’s Boy podcast,
which goes hand in hand with the
following inspiration they wanted to
share with our readers:
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“Always look on the bright side, no matter
how dark times seem. There’s always
good in everything—you just have to look
for it.” – Nancy
“When I thought my life had collapsed, I
experienced the ‘dark night of the soul.’ I
went through some of the worst things
within just two years. I thought my radio
job was the last thing I had that felt normal.
When that was gone, I was so completely
lost. And this podcast has been the bright
side of my new life. I think it’s a testament
to the medium, and I hope to use my show
as a method for telling my story to anybody
who feels like they don’t see hope for
tomorrow. They don’t see where the next
step is going to be. I didn’t know where my
life was going to take me. And I’ve wanted
to share my message that no matter what,
you have to keep going. Mine has been an
interesting journey, but I’ve made it with
my mom’s positivity and support.” – Steve
Society & Culture Category
Director

Gin Keller

societyandculture@podcastmagazine.com

Embracing Courage
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SOCIETY & CULTURE

Gin’s Independent Review Of A Society & Culture Podcast You
Probably Haven’t Heard Of... But Should Be Listening To

4

MICS
Jared is a natural storyteller, and his
southern accent is perfect for his choice of
tales. The banjo background music is a great
fit for the transitions.

SOUTHERN ODDITIES
Southern Oddities is a new podcast from
Jared Ordis, host of Even The Podcast Is
Afraid. The twice weekly episodes are perfect
for short commutes and provide a respite
from the news of the day.
This podcast focuses on myths, lore, and
history of the Southern United States via
stories of the supernatural, bizarre, or
unexplained. They are not the kind found
in academic history books, but rather are
usually only repeated in the local region
where they originated.
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Southern Oddities is part anthropology and
part history. What I enjoy about this podcast
is that Jared provides just the right amount
of detail. He whets the listener’s appetite
while leaving room for a deeper dive, if they
choose it. For example, episode three is
about a Baptist preacher who believes he has
found the Garden of Eden in Bristol, Florida.
Jared’s description led me to Google photos
of the area now known as the “Apalachicola
Bluffs and Ravines Preserve.” The photos
of the flora and fauna are stunning, and
listeners might be inspired to add it to their
Florida travel bucket list.
I recommend this podcast to anyone who
is looking for a quirky, short, unexplained
mysteries type of podcast.
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Off the Charts
Podcast Magazine’s Top Podcast Picks Of The Month
ARTS

Gravy
Hosted by: Melissa
Hall & John T Edge
Gravy shares stories
of the changing
American South
through the foods we
eat. Gravy showcases
a South that is
constantly evolving,
accommodating new
immigrants, adopting
new traditions, and
lovingly maintaining
old ones.

GOVERNMENT

BUSINESS

COMEDY

Turning The
Tables

Hosted by: Rhonda
Y. Williams

Hosted by: Simon
Ratcliffe

The Stress-Free
Leader Podcast is
aimed directly at
you. Yes, YOU! The
leader who is still
answering texts well
after hours, checking
email while on
vacation and saying
yes when you should
be saying no.

Candid and
inspiring stories
from people
who have turned
adversity into
advantage.

HEALTH & FITNESS

Spit ballers
Hosted by: Andy,
Mike & Jason
An award-winning
podcast hosted by
Andy, Mike, and
Jason that will make
you laugh as they
discuss ridiculous
topics, answer
life’s most difficult
questions, and dish
out life advice that
you should never,
ever take.
HISTORY

The Cape Cod Climate
Action Podcast series
follows the work
of the Cape Cod
Commission and its
community partners
as we work together
as one Cape to build
resiliency in our
region.
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The host is on a
mission to simplify
the science of
nutrition and help
the listener make
choices, not cheats,
live balanced,
reach their goals,
and love the way
they look and feel.

FICTION

Cybernautica
Hosted by:
Red Fanthom
Entertainment
Cybernautica is
a cyberpunk
audio drama
podcast taking
place in a futuristic,
corporately built
‘City on the Sea’
named NeoAtlantis.

KIDS & FAMILY

LEISURE

Sibling
Relationship
Lab

Hosted by: Kelly
Leveque

Hosted by: Sarah
Colvin

EDUCATION

The Stress Free
Leader

The BE WELL
Podcast

Cape Cod
Climate Action
Podcast

JANUARY 2021

Hosted by: Lynna
Sutherland

You’re Wrong
About
Hosted by: Michael
Hobbes & Sarah
Marshall
Mike and Sarah
are journalists
obsessed with the
past. Every week
they reconsider a
person or event
that’s been miscast
in the public
imagination.

The home is the
relationship lab of
life. It’s the place
where our children
have their first
hands-on experience
of the gospel in
action. Let’s talk
about it!

Betty in the
Sky with a
Suitcase
Hosted by: Betty
Get an insider’s
look at the life
and fun times of a
major airline flight
attendant. It’s full
of the “stuff we’ve
always wanted to
know” about the
airline industry.
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Off the Charts
Podcast Magazine’s Top Podcast Picks Of The Month
MUSIC

Broken
Record
Hosted by: Rick
Rubin, Malcolm
Gladwell, Bruce
Headlam & Justin
Richmond

NEWS

Hosted by: Cenk
Uygur & Ana
Kasparian

Hosted by: Dacher
Keltner & UC
Berkeley Greater
Good Science Center

Whether you
are seeking a
breakdown of
current events,
politics and the
mainstream media
or just a quick laugh,
TYT will always keep
you informed and
entertained.

TECHNOLOGY

Make It Count
Hosted by: Sue
Donaldson
How to Invest
in what matters
beyond ourselves.
We have one life let’s make the most
of it for God, others,
and eternity.

TRUE CRIME

Looking for your
daily fix of NFL
news and analysis?
Look no further.
CBS Sports senior
writer Will Brinson
gets you up to
speed each day with
what’s trending in
the NFL, so you’re
always in the know.
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A global podcast
in 10 countries
that features
women in tech and
entrepreneurship,
talks about the
latest news in tech,
and shares tangible
resources to help
women navigate
the tech industry.

Host Dacher Keltner
covers the science
of happiness and
a meaningful
life through
compassion,
gratitude,
mindfulness, and
awe.

TV & FILM

A Bit Of
Optimism
Hosted by: Simon
Sinek
During these times,
we are all having
to find new ways
to connect. Join
Simon every week
as he talks with
people who inspire
him about love,
life, leadership, and
silver linings.

EDITOR’S PICK

Mission Log: A
Roddenberry Star
Trek Podcast

Hosted by: Ariana
Waller

Hosted by: Will
Brinson

SOCIETY AND CULTURE

The Science of
Happiness

Women in Tech
with ariana

Pick Six NFL
Podcast

SCIENCE

The Young
Turks

The musicians you
love talk about their
life, inspiration,
and craft for a new
audience of music
lovers.

SPORTS

RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY

JANUARY 2021

Hosted by: John
Champion & Ken Ray

CSI Atlanta:
The Podcast
Hosted by: Sheryl
“Mac” McCollum
A deep dive into
Georgia’s most
mysterious cold
cases.

A journey into the
Star Trek universe
that would make
even the most
hardcore Trekkie
learn something
new with each
episode. It’s the
perfect podcast to
quarantine binge.

Let’s Talk
Wellness Now
Hosted by: Dr. Deb
A podcast on
health, wellness
and education by
Dr. Debra Muth - the
owner of Serenity
Health Care Center
outside, and
Phoenix Factor, the
premier women’s
health protocol for
high-performing
female executives.
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RECOMMENDS
We recommend, have tested, and believe in the products, programs,
and services shown below.

Blubrry is the ideal
resource for hosting
your podcast media
files. They offer
affordable prices, great
podcast statistics, the
PowerPress plugin that
makes it seamless to
integrate with your
WordPress website, and
their tech support is
superb.
podcastmagazine.com/
blubrry

Click Funnels’ drag and
drop system makes it
easy to create landing
pages, order forms,
product and service
funnels, webinars and
membership sites along
with easy one-click
upsells and more. It
allows for integration
with payment
processors, email and
Facebook automation.
podcastmagazine.com/
clickfunnels

Kajabi is an all-in-one platform
for digital entrepreneurs and
small businesses to sell content
and digital products online.
Excellent choice to deliver
your online course including
everything you need all in one
platform—your website, CRM,
landing pages, and much more.

Freshbooks is
accounting software
that makes it easy to
invoice customers, track
time, organize expenses,
and follow up with
clients.

We love InMotion
hosting! They are one
of the longest standing
web hosting companies
around, having been in
the business since 2001.

You don’t need a degree
in accounting to make
this work for your
business!

They have excellent
uptime, good server
speed, and great 24/7
customer support
amongst other things.

podcastmagazine.com/
freshbooks

podcastmagazine.com/
inmotion

Grow your leads, nurture your
relationships, & drive more sales all
from one, simple tool. Start for $1
and choose from scalable plans that
grow with your business. Custom
Domains. Database Organization.
Generate Leads Quickly. Email & SMS
Systems. Mobile Optimized.

Sendible is a great tool for
managing your social media
platforms. It allows for
scheduling of posts and a good
number of connected services
compared to most others.
Affordable pricing.
podcastmagazine.com/sendible

podcastmagazine.com/kartra

podcastmagazine.com/kajabi

DISCLOSURE: The links shown are affiliate links. If you purchase any of the recommended products, programs and services,

Podcast Magazine will receive compensation. Please note that our results from using these products, programs, and services may
not reflect yours. We highly recommend conducting your own research before investing in anything, from anyone.
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TM

JANUARY 2021

The top 4 spots holding strong
for the 2nd month in a row!

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

1

Host(s)

The Upside

Callie & Jeff Dauler

reigning champ for 7 monthS!

Mama’s Boy
2 Certified
Steve Kramer & Nancy
AND JESS UNCENSORED
3 KRAMER
Steve & Jess
God Cancer Saved Our Divorce
4 Thank
Denny, Amanda, Jamie & Brandon
WITH HULA
6 LIFE
Hula
ON THE AIR
9 BK
Barry King
WILDER RIDE
5 THE
Alan Sanders & Walt Murray
DARKNESS
16 WEIRD
Darren Marlar
Myth & Mystery
7 Murder,
Sara, Erik & Mary
BOX OFFICER PODCAST
17 THE
Mel Mckay & Derek Zemrak
Real Queens of Queens
11 The
Cathy & Fran
OF THE CLUB
14 LEADER
Jessica Chenoweth & Hula Ramos
AND STONE
- XANDER
Xander & Stone
Paranormal Chicks
10 ADonna
& Kerri
PODCAST
8 60MW
Dave Robinson & Others
THE GARAGE
37 IN
Gerald Cordova

biggest mover

LABYRINTH
22 RADIO
Tim Andrews
Newsworthy
24 The
Erica Mandy
PODCAST
- CRIMEAHOLICS
Holly and McKinsey
Junkie
12 Crime
Ashley Flowers & Brit Peawat

30 NECRONOMIPOD
Dave, Ian & Mike
HEATHER
- HEY
Heather Edwards
CAST
21 WKRP
Allen & Donna Stare
FANTASTIC PODCASTIC DUO
13 THE
Andy Julia, Ray Scipione & Jim Grasso
YOUR AURA
41 KNOW
Mystic Michaela

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

last
month

Podcast name

this
month

last
month

this
month

This month’s Top 50 podcasts as determined by podcast fans. Vote at PodcastMagazine.com/Hot50

Podcast name
Host(s)

Favorite Murder
25 My
Karen Kilgariff & Georgia Hardstark
ON THE TEE
31 NEXT
Chris Mascaro
ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES
- NOT
Betsy Pendergrass & Tina Smith
YOUR GOALS
- ACHIEVE
Hal Elrod
KIDS ON YOUR KNEES
- RAISING
Tina Smith
COMMERCIAL BREAK
- THE
Bryan Green & Krissy Hoadley
Expert
40 Armchair
Dax Shepard
FAIR GAME
- SCIENTOLOGY:
Leah Remini & Mike Rinder
SUCCESS DIARIES
- THE
Bri Seeley
NOTICED
- GET
Teia Acker
OFFICE LADIES
39 THE
Jenna Fischer & Angela Kinsey
WITH THE SOTELOS
- HANGING
Edgar & Janet
AND TESTIMONIES
- TRAILS
Kim Fitz
NOT
- ABSOLUTELY
Heather McMahan
Shiz
23 Talkin’
CJ & Mattx

- LOWKEY
Jessica Dutra
TRUTH STORIES OF FEMALE INFIDELITY
34 RAW
Rebecca Adams
BERT SHOW
- THE
Bert, Kristin, Davi & Moe
VETERANS NEWS
- VIETNAM
Mack Payne
PODCAST
28 ELIMINATION
Bob, Mike & Dave Rivett
UP WITH GUS
- HUDDLE
Gus Frerotte
SECOND WATCH
35 ON
Tim, Chris, Dana, Kari & Spaz
VIRTUAL ASSISTANT ADVANTAGE
- THE
Alyssa Avant
MARRIAGE
- EXPEDITION
Chris & Jamie Bailey
ENGLAND LEGENDS
- NEW
Jeff & Ray

